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MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


IRE INSURANCE POLICIES have not yet been added to 

the long list of ‘‘gift suggestions’’. Therefore, the interest 
of the companies and their agents in the Yuletide is altogether 
one of Peace on Earth—Goodwill toward Men. 


But all over the land there are homes in which Christmas 
merriment would be absent this year were it not for the fire- 
prevention work of the Companies and their representatives. 


This Company thus expresses its appreciation of its agents’ 


loyalty and co-operation during 1927, and wishes them a 
Merry Christmas and a Happy and Prosperous New Year. 


Insurance Company of 
North America 


PHILADELPHIA 
and the 


Indemnity Ins. Co. of North America 


write practically every form of insurance except life 








110 YEARS AGO 








ee 1¢ nel Ip St rel sie 


fore 


. ie 
wre «at € errdit y 
« 











Adver [15° 
Five (sses 











, hive? ian 
aver tiser 


2W Cochran 


Mo; “310 é. 





ceplember tst.18 ae was Founded 





fa wital = 


— 


___ AFFILIATED COMPANIE 


ae ote 





Fire Nesociation & EX iladelphia 








— , ig 
\ werw Reliance | 
ane - 





<5. a 








i Tavara “avec Lomp 11 Me | \ Sastre we St Tw 





Sempany yl 





= 


a 


—_— 


ale 








\ Carttal 


= 











Constitution dudemnity Compa Company |] 
SApital sooeved. oh, 
a en —*e 








Wome Orrice: 4th & Walnut Strect. Philadelphia 


Orrices: Lelanta. Chicaaget Isllae. SAN Francisce. 


/ ma: 


mail 








~_ALL CLASSES OF FIRE AKD CASUALTY INSURANCE 





THE NATIONAL U NDERWRITER. 5 weekly by The National Underwriter Company. 
Office _of publication, 175 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, Ill. Thirty-first year. No. 50. Thurs- 
day, December 15, 1927. $4.00 a year, 20 cents per copy. Entered as second class matter Feb- 
ruary 24, 1900, at post office at Chicago, Illinois, under Act of March 3, 1879, 




















December 15, 1927 





THE NATIONAL 


UNDERWRITER 


























ACompany for Good 
Agents 


Twenty-two years of continuous prog- 
ress have molded a reputation for the 
Home Fire Insurance Company of 
Arkansas that commands the confi- 
dence of every local agent. From an 
idea in 1905 this institution has grown 
to one of $1,750,711.46 assets and 
$500,000 paid up capital. 


Wherever the Home Fire is located 
you will find a satisfied agent. 


We have excellent agency oppor- 
tunities in Arkansas, Louisiana and 
Mississippi. 


Home Fire Insurance Co. 
of Little Rock, Arkansas 
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THE INSURANCE COMPANY 


OF THE 


STATE OF PENNSYLVANIA 


PHILADELPHIA, PA. 


Fire—Lightning 


Tourist Baggage 


Inland Transportation 


Use CF 


Occupancy 


1927 


Windstorm 
y lut omobile 
Parcel Post 


Rent Insurance 


Acquire 


THE OLD “STATE OF PENN” 








TORNADO 
Reinsurance 


PRO-RATA 


wan 
EXCESS 


INTER-OCEAN REINSURANCE 
COMPANY 
CEDAR RAPIDS, IOWA 


Assets $2,569,807.88 Reserves $1,619,403.66 
Surplus to Treaty Holders $950,404.22 
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TheRough Notes Co. 











S-E-R-V-I-C-E Pays a Handsome Profit 


ERVICE to your policyholders, whether large or small, builds your 
business on a solid, substantial basis that yields a greater profit year 


after year. 


Render a personal and appreciated service by giving each 


policyholder a policy file, something that he may keep his policies and 


valuable documents in. 


Your card printed on each file guarantees your 


receiving full advertising value for each file given out. 


No. 99, Red Tag Policy File. This 
envelope is made up of exceedingly 
tough texture and possesses endur- 
ing wearing qualities ; at the same 
time it is light in weight. The low 
price makes it an excellent adver- 
tising medium, Size, 10% in. long 
by 44 in. wide. Capacity, six to ten 
policies. Prices: 1,000 $27.00; 500, 
$14.25 ; 100, $3.00; 50, $1.65; 25, $0.85; 
12, $0.45. 





Additional Charge for Imprinting 
Prices quoted above do not include im- 
printing advertising card. Cards of not 
more than four lines will be imprinted 
A the following rates: 100 or less, $1.50: 

as 300, $2.00; S00, $2.50; 1,000, 


Imprinting « of cards of more than four 
lmes uiring special composition, 
will be | billed at cost. Quotations on re- 








quest. 





No. 97, Expansive Policy Files. This 
style has sufficient expansive capac- 
ity to admit twenty-five or thirty 
policies and documents. The envel- 
ope is made of tough stock, having 
two bands of rubber at either end 
for holding policies securely. A rec- 
ord of companies, expirations, etc. 
is printed on the inside of flap 
Prominent space is reserved for ad- 
vertising card. Size, 4% in. wide by 
10% in. long. Prices: 500, $57.00; 
100, $12.00; 50, $6.60; 25, $3.30; 12, 
$1.60. 
For Sale by 


The National Underwriter Co. 
1362 Insurance Exchange Bidg. 


. Illinois 
0 East Fourth Street, Cincinnati 


Me Lane, 
313 lowe National Bank 


Reom 613, New York 
Bidg., Des Moines 
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HE business man who carries fire insurance alone 





is only getting 50% of the protection he should 
have. Profits, rent, high salaries and many other items 
should be safeguarded against the time when fire 
might bring his whole business to a standstill. 

And an agent gets only 50% of the profits he should 
have when he sells fire policies and does not stress 
Use & Occupancy Insurance. 

Agents of thiscompany areone hundred per centers. 
They believe incomplete protection. Use & Occupancy 
insurance is no mystery to them. They know every 
phase of it, have studied its every advantage. When- 


ever they sell or renew a fire policy they tell the 
complete, convincing story of Use & Occupancy. No alert business 
man neglects to take this important policy when it is properly 
explained to him. 

After all our agents’ unusual success with Use & Occupancy Insur- 
ance simply lies in knowing how to Tell Them in order to Sell Them. 


wIITVERPOOL, 
=—\ 
wo | ONDON 
AND GLOBE 


CHICAGO Imsuramce CO.rr san FRANCISCO 


Executive Offices: 1 Pershing Square, Park Ave. at 42nd St., New York, N. Y. 





THE NATIONAL INSTITUTION WITH A WORLD WIDE BACKGROUND 
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COL. TAGGART JUMPED 
INTO LIMELIGHT GLARE 


Official 
Role of Critic at the Commis- 


Pennsylvania Assumed 
sioners’ Meeting 


WANTS A WORKING BODY 





Number of Subjects Were Brought Up 
at the Midyear Meeting 
in New York 





Although the National Convention of 
Insurance Commissioners will not hold 
a spring meeting its executive committee 
decided that a meeting of that commit- 
tee would be held at West Baden, Ind., 
the latter part of May or fore part of 
June. This will practically mean a gen- 
eral meeting of the convention and will 
assume the proportions that the execu- 
tive committee meeting did at Chatta- 
nooga in 1927. J. G. Read of Oklahoma, 
chairman of the executive committee 
will preside at the West Baden meeting. 
Undoubtedly the meeting will assume 
the scope of a general convention meet- 





ing. 

, Taggart in Stellar Role 
Commissioner Taggart of Pennsyl- 
vania assumed the stellar role at the 
final session as a critic of the conven- 
tion. Mr. Taggart had called a meet- 
ing of the committee of which he is 
chairman, viz., the committee on miscel- 
laneous subjects, for 9 o’clock Wednes- 
day morning. This is an unholy and 
unearthly hour for insurance commis- 
sioners to meet. Col. Taggart was the 
only member present. In presenting 
his report he facetiously remarked that 
he was embarrassed because there were 
in even. number of members present so 
nothing could be passed. He said that 
he spoke for the “committee as a whole.” 
He went merrily on telling about the 
deliberations of the committee and the 
lecisions rendered. So far so good. 


Criticized the Members 


Then Col. Taggart launched into a 
caustic criticism of the members for not 
coming to the meetings with a serious 
purpose. He said that if the commis- 
sioners are to be taken seriously by 
company officials, insurance men in gen- 
eral and the public at large, meetings 





must be held for working purposes and 
not for pleasure. Before he went to the | 
New York meeting he said there was 
only one definite committee appoint- 
ment made although he was a member 
ot a number of committees. He came 
to the meeting, he said, because he felt 
there was something to do but he did 
not care to spend his time and the 
money of the state in coming to com- 
missioners’ conv entions unless there was 
something of a serious nature on hand. 
He called attention to the fact that 
some of the items on the agenda of some 
of the committees dated back to 1920 
and had never been disposed of. He | 
said that this was a serious reflection on | 
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_ FIRST ELEVEN MONTHS OF THE YEAR 
| SHOW REDUCED FIRE LOSS RECORD 








HE fire loss record of this continent, 
"Tat least the United States and Can- 
ada, has been on a much more — 
itable basis during the past 18 mont 
than existed in the years 1923 to 1925, 
inclusive, according to the New York 
“Journal of Commerce.” It says: 
“November this year continued the 
better showing, with aggregate losses of 
$18,992,260, as compared with $26,724,- 
400 for the same month a — ago. The 
eleven months record of 1927 shows an 
estimated reduction in the fire losses of 
over sixty million dollars, a figures 
this year to the end of November being 
$288,660,200, as compared with $349,- 
252,900 for the same months of 1926. 
Better Underwriting Practices 


‘The reduction in the fire waste, whiie 
gratifying, is not entirely due to im- 
proved economic conditions and elimina- 
tion of moral hazard losses. It is con- 
tended by some of the leading fire 
underwriters that in no small measure 
this improvement is due to the general 
adoption of better underwriting practices 
by virtually all the leading companies. 
Greed for Premiums Has Abated 


volume has 
disappeared to gree, with the 
result that the underwriters have been 
much more cautious as to the ir commit- 
ments and the ratio of the value of the 
property to the amount of insurance 
granted. This change in position has 
developed more care on the part of prop- 


“The greed for premium 
marked de 


the commissioners 
} 


These things 
ve taken up and decided one 
the other and not kept on the 
long, in his esti 


way or 


mation 


Challenge from ( ‘ommissioners 


Col. Taggart’s sharp a 
brought a challenge from Cor 
Caldwell of Tennessee, 
the organization, who said that in his 
opinion the association was doing ex- 
work, that many men were giv- 
ing it much service. He promised that 
thereafter Col. Taggart would have 
plenty of work to do. Commissioner 
Button said that the organization was 
a working one and averred that Col. 
Taggart’s remarks were uncalled for. 
Commissioner Monk of Massachusetts 
took a_ similar position. Altogether 
Col. Taggart’s condemnation did not sit 
well with a number of 
although some serious minded ones felt 


acc usations 
1issioner 
the president oi 





1 
cellent 


he was justified. 
Ohio Tax Situation 
- 
When Superintendent Beha of New 


York arose at the last session to make 
some remarks the official stenographer 
called out “What is the name?” This 
brought out a vociferous laugh because 
the high powered, large framed New 
York superintendent bulks big when he 
rises to his feet. Superintendent Beha 
suggested that inasmuch as the Metro- 
politan 
companies 


had secured an injunction in 


Ohio restraining the authorities from 
collecting the extra one-half percent 
tariff on premiums from last year’s 


business because it was retroactive, the 
convention might very well go on 


Life on behalf of other outside | 


+ erty 


should | 


hook so 


commissioners |! 





owners to protect their property 
from a fires and has produced 
better hous skeeping in in dustrial plants 
and mercantile establishments. 
Underwriting Results Satisfactory 
“Fire underwriting 
this year are very satisfactory to th 
companies as a whole, a welcome condi- 
tion after three or four 
of exceptional ly high | 
of the 


results thus far 


successive years 





1iOsS ratios. Some 
part icul arly well managed 

panies will probable show remarkable 
results, but these must be averaged with 
the records of the 

get the true 
companies, and other 
speculated in taking 
covers have not 
many of the 
were passed 





preceding years to 
picture. Tho 

insurers, whic} 
extensively excess 
fared so well, as 
larger losses of the year 
along to these speculators 


insurance 
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Table for the Year Given 


‘The monthly fire loss record give: 
} 1 » 1 
below reveals the steady improvement 
2 2 = 


1 has ween fairly well maintained 














the m e of 1926: 
192¢ 

Jan $41 $41,118,750 
Feb : 30,963,750 
Marcel 42,854,600 
April 52,408,400 
May 32,764,200 
June 800 28.676.000 
July 22,000 31,723,400 
Aug 7 27,8: {00 
Sept 19,3 000 
Oct, l 14.8 00 
Nov 0 000 26,724,400 
Total $330,225,550 $349,252,900 $288,660,200 
record in his opinion as favori1 
states not collecting the extra o 
percent trom Ohio companies 
the retaliatory laws until a final dec 


ched in the higher court as 


to the val lidity of the act with reference 
to collection of last year’s taxes. He 
said that in New Ye k 1 action had 
been taken as vet to collect the extra 
tax because he felt the Ohio companies 
were amply able t pay it when the de 
cisio! was rendered In some states 
the full 3 percent is collected from th« 
Ohio companies and one-half perce: 
is held as trust pend g a decision 


Button Experiences Exquisite Pleasure 


Commissioner Butt f Virginia said 
that during the 21 vears he has bee 
othce ] ad MOT een abdic to ento ‘ 








the retaliatory tax law as Virginia had 
a higher tax than other states. He said 
that it was now his “exquisite pleasure 

to apply the retaliatory law to Ohio 
companies. Mr. Beha said that New 
York is one of the low premium tax 
states, it being 1 percent. He said that 
it was unnecessary to apply a retaliatory 
Jaw unless the department desired. Col. 
Taggart of Pennsylvania said that if he 
collected the full 3 percent and held one 

half percent in trust he wou ld become 
personally responsible for the one-half 
percent. He believes that he would be 
exceeding his powers. He said that 
it would be a gracious thing for the 


ii 
states to await the Ohio 








Action in Other States 
Commissioner Dunham of Connecti- 
cut said that his department had 
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 13) 
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GANTERT ADVANCED 


BY NORTH BRITISH 


Becomes Head of the New West- 
ern Department in New 
York 


HAS WIDE EXPERIENCE 


Robert L. Mouk and Ralph R. Chap- 
man Are Advanced to Posts of 
Assistant General Agent 


NEW YORK, De 14—Frank A 
Gantert will on Jan. 1 assume charge 
the western department of the North 
tish group of companies as well as of 
tral dk ment, which divisions 

vill then be merged In notifying 
c ft Nor British and it 
allied institutions, the Pennsylvania, 
Mercantile, Commonwealth and _ th 





FRANK A. GANTERT 


Promoted by the North British 
Homeland, of the 
C. F. Shallcross, U 
Says 


new arrangement, 
nited States manager, 


Tells About New Arrangements 


“It gives us pleasure to announce the 
appointment as of Jan. 1 of Frank A. 
Gantert as general agent in charge of 
the new western department. This ad- 
ministrative change is occasioned by 
the retirement of Assistant Manager 
George H. Batchelder and by the resig- 
nation of General Agent Edward S. 
Ingalls, who on Jan. 1 is to become asso- 
ciated with another office. We greatly 
regret the loss of both these gentlemen, 
who have served this company most effi- 
ciently for many years. 

“General Agent Gantert, heretofore in 
charge of the central department, brings 
to his larger position an intimate knowl- 
edge of our business not only in his old 
department but throughout all the mid- 
dle western states. In supervision of 
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our mutual interests in this most im- 
portant territory he will at all times 
actively continue and support our policy 
of meeting the needs of our loyal agents 
through extension and development of 
all underwriting facilities at our com- 
mand. 
Other Promotions Made 


“Robert L. Mouk, hitherto superin- 
tendent of agents in our central depart- 
ment, will be assistant general agent of 
the western department and will assist 
Mr. Gantert in the executive duties of 
his new position. Ralph R. Chapman, 
who has been superintendent of agents 
in our old western department, is ad- 
vanced to the position of assistant gen- 
eral agent of the merged department 
with enlarged responsibilities. To fur- 
ther assist in supervision of underwrit- 
ing we have appointed as assistant gen- 
eral agent, Hardin V. Tisdale, who has 
for several years been our special agent 
in Michigan, and as superintendent of 
agents, Leo S. Bryant, for many years 
western examiner and supervisor at this 
office. With these gentlemen thoroughly 
equipped and ready to serve you in 
every way we are confident that our 
mutual interests will continue to be most 
efficiently administered.” 


Western Department Group 


Under the new arrangement the west- 
ern department of the group companies 
will embrace the states of Arkansas, IIli- 
nois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, 
Michigan, Minnesota Missouri, Ne- 
braska, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, 
South Dakota, Tennessee and Wiscon- 
sin. 

Mr. Gantert has been a fire under- 
writer from his youth up and has a rec- 
ord that warranted appointment to the 
high post to which he has just been 
selected. He joined the North British 
organization in 1913 as Indiana state 
agent, so continuing for six years when 
he was called to the New York head- 
quarters as assistant general agent of 
the central department, being advanced 
to the general agency in 1921. Prior to 
traveling in Indiana he was a field man 
in both Kentucky and Tennessee. In 
his field work he became especially in- 
terested in rating problems and enjoyed 
the reputation of having a mastery of 
schedule rating. He is, moreover, a 
deep student of hazards and enjoys noth- 
ing so much as to make personal in- 
spections of risks. His further equip- 
ment is an unusual capacity for work, 
and an engaging personality. That he 
will measure up to his new position in 
every particular there is no question. 


New Men Are Field Graduates 


Mr. Mouk and Mr. Chapman, who be- 
come, respectively, general agent and 
assistant general agent of the western 
department, are lieutenants upon whose 
efficient aid Mr. Gantert may confidently 
rely. Both are graduates from the field. 
Mr. Mouk traveled Ohio and Mr. Chap- 
man Minnesota before being called to 
this city some 16 months ago. Mr. 
Bryant is a product of the company’s 
home office, and has made good use of 
its excellent training. 


PERCY BUGBEE TALKS TO 
CHICAGO INSURANCE CLUB 


At the meeting of the Insurance Club 
of Chicago Tuesday evening, Percy 
Bugbee, chief engineer of the National 
Fire Protection Association, made the 
chief talk. Mr. Bugbee predicted that 
it would be possible to clip off $100,- 
000,000 from the annual fire waste if 
there are proper cooperation from the 
business interests. He said that reduc- 
tions had been effected chiefly in Nor- 
folk, Va., Kansas City, Mo., Dallas, 
Texas, where the loss ratios have been 
very high because the business concerns 
and organizations got together and asso- 
ciated in an effort to bring about a dif- 
ferent situation. John C. Leissler, in- 
surance editor of the Chicago “Journal 
of Commerce,” described how daily 
newspaper gather and distribute their 
information. 





SHOWS HOW FIRE LOSS 
HURTS ALL BUSINESS 


GIVES THE ECONOMIC ASPECT 


. 


Cites National Board’s Figures in 
Speech Before Fire Prevention 
School in Milwaukee 


In a speech before the fire prevention 
school conducted by the Milwaukee As- 
sociation of Commerce, Harry C. Wil- 
bur, industrial and financial counsel of 
Chicago, deplored the waste from fire 
loss. Mr. Wilbur said that insurance 
companies can only replace, not restore, 
capital and that somebody must suffer. 
The speech in part follows: 

“Fires are not limited in the scope of 
their destruction. When fire comes it 
affects us all in this closely knit and 
interrelated world. Its effects are not 
limited to the immediate plant or home 
that is destroyed. When a plant burns, 
work ceases and when work ceases the 
pay envelope ceases and when the pay 
envelope ceases savings accounts must 
be drawn upon to meet every-day ex- 
penses and the buying power of the 
people of America is lessened just that 
much. That is why you are affected 
whether it is your plant or another one 
of which you never heard. 


NEW PLAN TO MEET 
FREE INSURANCE EVIL 


FIRE BUREAU GETS REPORTS 





Arrangement for Handling Casualty 
Lines Approved by Companies, New 


York Department 





NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—Having ap- 
proved as satisfactory the binder and 
application blank forms prepared by a 
joint committee of casualty underwriters 
and representative brokers, the New 
York department has ordered that all 


uncollected premiums on workmen’s 
compensation, plate glass, burglary, 
steam boiler, engine, automobile and 


public liability lines written in the met- 
ropolitan area be reported through the 
central bureau established for fire busi- 
ness some months ago. This is done 
with a view to minimizing in so far as 
possible the free insurance evil. 

The casualty companies formulated a 
plan to the same end some time ago, 
but because of certain features declared 
by the court to be illegal, the agree- 
ment was abandoned. The present 
method has been drawn up to conform 
to the statute and meets the endorsement 
of the brokers as well as company men 





Brings Unemployment 


“This is the age of mass production 
and mass sales and if disaster from fire 
throws out of the purchasing market 
thousands of workers scattered about 


the country there are just exactly that | 
| 
| 


many less potential buyers of the prod- 
uct your factory is turning out. It cuts 
down by just that much the margin of 
profitable operation; it moves all indus- 
try just that much closer to the danger 
point; it adds just that much unemploy- 
ment to the unemployment problem; it 
means that just that much new capital 
must be created and saved and invested 
before we are up to where we were be- 
fore the fire. 

“Only 26 percent of the business con- 
cerns hit by fire are able to resume op- 
erations unimpaired. Of the balance 14 
percent are so handicapped that their 
profits and output are markedly re- 
duced, 17 percent lose their credit rating, 
while 43 percent never resume opera- 
tions at all. What becomes of the em- 
ployes of the plants and the mercantile 
establishments represented by that 43 
percent that never resume? It may even 
mean moving to another and a distant 


and the department head. Blanks for 
reporting the necessary data will be fur- 
nished shortly. The information is to be 
sent direct to the department and to be 
treated in confidence by it. 








paid for through years of effort or the 
sacrificing of that property at a loss. It 
may presage even more disastrous eco- 
nomic experiences and it cannot mean 
anything but trouble. 

“Speakers who preceded me have un- 
doubtedly told you that the total fire 
waste for 1926 was $560,000,000. You 
cannot blot out more than $500,000 of 
invested capital without vitally affecting 
every part and parcel of our great eco- 
nomic structure. Once it is gone, it is 
gone forever. Corporate fire: insurance 
guarantees that if this disaster comes 
funds will be available to replace that 
which was destroyed; but it is not the 
old structure, not the old capital. Both 
are gone. A fire insurance company can 
no more restore invested capital that 
has been burned than a life insurance 
company can bring about a resurrection 
of a life that has ended. That is one 
of the important significances of the 
shameful fire waste in America. 





community, the abandoning of a home 


“Let me see if I can make clear just 











CONDENSED NEWS OF THE WEEK 











Frank A. Gantert has been appointed 
general agent of the western department 
of the North British & Mercantile, which 
is a combination of the old western and 
central departments. Page 3 

* * x* 
The losses for the first 11 months of 


the year reached $288,060,200. Page 3 
*x* * * 

Close of the insurance commissioners’ 
meeting. Page 3 
* kK x 
Local agents in excepted cities much 
interested in insurance commissioners’ 
probe. Page 12 
* * * 

Companies outside Hail Association 
follow its lead in readjusting commis- 
sions on hail business. Page 8 
* * * 


Commissioner Taggart of Pennsylvania 
stands pat on his license regulations. 
Page 11 
* * x 
Fire and casualty companies seek re- 
vision of automobile rates in Texas. 
Page 11 
*x* * * 
Utah Association of Insurance Agents 
holds annual meeting in Salt Lake City. 


*x* * x 
No selection yet made for manager of 


insurance department of United States | 


Chamber of Commerce. 
*x* * * 

Heavy lake marine losses reported as 
result of last week’s storm. Page 8 


Page 12 


Page 6 | 


Farm fire 


insurance rates on tenant 

property in Iowa increased. Page 4 
* * x* 

Homestead Fire plans increase in capi- 

tal. Page 14 
* * * 


As a result of a conference between 
Commissioner Cochrane of Colorado and 
the supervisory committee having juris- 
diction over the state a rate reduction 
will be made Jan. 1. Page 30 

* * x 

Liability rates on private passenger 

cars are increased the country over. 
Page 35 
*x* * * 


Company officials aroused over com- 
pulsory automobile insurance trend. 
Page 35 
S. ©. 


Pennsylvania Association of Insurance 

Agents criticized disability policies. 
Page 37 
* * * 

Removal of state fund differential in 
Pennsylvania expected to clear compen- 
sation situation in that state. Page 37 

* * x 


The Insurance Federation of America 
receives its greatest support from cas- 





ualty companies and casualty general 

agents. Page 36 
x * * 

Continental Casualty and National 


| Casualty open joint new England office 
with D. W. Wormwood as manager. 


Page 35 
| ec = 
| National Surety enters plate glass 
field. Page 35 





FARM TENANT RATES 
INCREASED FOR I0Wa 


LOSS RATIO HAS BEEN HIGH 


Advance Will Amount to $1 Per $1,009 
on the Combined Policy for One 
Year 


DES MOINES, Dec. 14.—A 15 per. 
cent increase in farm fire insurance rates 
in Iowa applying to farms with tenant 
occupancies, effective immediately, js 
recommended in new rules and estimates 
sent to agents by the Iowa Insurance 
Service Bureau. The new increase 
amounts to $1 per thousand on combined 
fire, lightning and windstorm policies 
written for one year, $2 for three year 
policies and $3 for five year policies. 

The raise does not affect farms occy. 
pied by the owner. Owner, as defined 
by the bureau, is meant the interest that 
holds the title in fee simple and includes 
only the sons and daughters, but does 
not include other relatives or persons 
who may have an indirect interest jp 
the property. 

Farms operated or managed by sv- 
perintendent or foreman and all occu- 
pancies other than owner occupancies 
should be classed as tenant occupancies 
The increase does not apply to personal 
property. 


Farm Business Unfavorable 


The farm insurance business has been 
a losing proposition for virtually all 
companies in the last ten years, losses 
and other expenses exceeding the pre- 
mium income. Tenant farms have suf- 
fered the heaviest losses, it was reported 
due to the fact that many landowner: 
have neglected their properties, by not 
keeping them in proper repair, thus in- 
creasing the fire hazard. 








what this fire loss means. Figures for 
1926, so far as analysis by classes is 
concerned, are not yet available but un- 
der date of Dec. 1, 1927, the National 
Board sent me the figures covering the 
1925 fire waste. 

“The loss on dwellings, exclusive of 
farm risks, apartment houses and the 
homes of the very wealthy totaled $95- 
370,283. That means that amount o 
capital invested in the homes of America 
was wiped out in 1925. 

“Or turn to the farm homes. There 
we find a loss on buildings and contents, 
including live stock, of $40,266,623. In 
that same year the fire waste in col 
leges, universities, boarding schools 
convents, academies and schools, with 
or without dormitories, totaled $8,759,151. 

“The fire waste in churches and chap- 
els for the year 1925 aggregated $4,507; 
668. Losses for steam railways, exclu- 
sive of merchandise for other parties in 
freight houses, plus the losses on street 
railway and traction properties including 
storage and operating houses, totaled 
$5,602,529. 

“Electric light and power plants, whet 
separately insured, plus water works 
and pumping stations and filtration 
plants added $1,276,433 to the utility 
total. Passing to the industrial branches 
we find the loss on manufacturing plants 
listed at $90,545,919, while that on mer- 
cantile buildings and stocks aggregated 
$130,100,537. Here is a total waste 1 
the mercantile and industrial world 0 
more than $220,000,000! ; 

“Banks and the office buildings, 1 
cluding the telephone exchanges, had 3 
loss of $1,407,900. Governmental build- 
ings, including insane asylums, cour! 
houses, state capitols, armories, jails 
penitentiaries, city halls, libraries ané 
museums, totaled in 1925 $1,460,650. 

“When we destroy $560,000,000 worth 
of capital by fire we have affected every 
branch and division of this interknit and 
interrelated life-tree, and you cannd! 
possibly do that without feeling the ¢e 
fects.” 
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COMPANY OFFICIALS 
WATCH REINSURANCE 





Declare That Money Is Being 
Lost by Taking Large 
Gross Lines 


MANY ARE CUTTING DOWN 


See That Big Sacrifice Is Made in 
Ceding Business to the 
Outsiders 


NEW WORK, Dec. 14.—Fire insur- 
ance executives are giving more and 
more attention to reinsurance transac- 
tions. While in the past a number of 
companies have felt that they were mak- 
ing profits out of their reinsurance, the 
more closely they study the situation 
the more convinced they become that 
this end of their business is a losing 
game unless there is inter-office rein- 
surance in a group of companies which 
cede business back and forth. In that 
way each company stands its pro rata 
share of all the expense. 


Much Sacrifice Is Made 


Where a company, however, is forced 
to reinsure business outside there is 
probably a 5 per cent loss and sometimes 
greater on all the premiums. This nat- 
urally will account for some of the un- 
favorable records in the past. If it were 
possible for a company to cut down its 
reinsurance it would find that its proft 
at the end of the year would be more 
in comparison. The reinsurance com- 
pany does not pay the taxes, the over- 
head, cost of the loss department, or 
meet any of the clerical expense in han- 
dling reinsurance. The companies nat- 
urally feel that they must go as far as 
they can in accommodating agents. 
Agents have demanded that companies 
take larger lines so that they can have 
all or nearly all in their own agency. 
This has forced companies to write 
larger gross lines than they really de- 
sire to do. They must arrange to take 
care of everything over and above what 
they retain themselves. 


Attempt to Cut Down Gross Amount 


Attempts have been made during the 
last year on the part of some com- 
panies to cut down their gross just as 
far as possible. Naturally they have to 
accommodate their agents to some ex- 
tent. However, where a company must 
take its reinsurance facilities outside its 
own official group it must count on a 
loss on this part of its operations. If, 
as many officials now believe, this loss 
runs from 5 to 8 per cent it can be seen 
that it is a terrific price to pay to han- 
dle gross business for agents. Rein- 
surance companies cannot afford to pay 
any more than they are now doing. 

The loss, of course, is heavier in the 
excepted cities where higher commis- 
sions are paid. Arrangements with a 
reinsurance company are on a flat per- 
centage. Where, therefore, the original 
company has to pay more than the 
tuling rate of commission in the field, 
its loss on reinsurance is still more. This 
Phase of the business is being studied 
very carefully. 

Some companies in analyzing their fig- 
ures during the last few years find that 
while the burning ratio is more favor- 
able, indicating that the classifications of 
business have improved, yet the loss ratio 
has increased in a greater degree. This 
indicates that while a company’s own 
classification may have considerably im- 
Proved it is carrying far more liability 
than it formerly did for the same 











RANDOM SHOTS AT TARGET PRACTICE AT 
INSURANCE COMMISSIONERS MEETING 





x 





URING the roll call at the meeting 
D of the National Convention of In- 

surance Commissioners Superin- 
tendent Beha of New York stated that 
he would file later the list of department 
men at the convention. At the roll call, 
when each commissioner announces who 
is present from his department, there is 
always a laugh when Mr. Beha names 
the attendants irom New York, as they 
make a formidable group. Henry D. 
Appleton, the first deputy, who is a vet- 
eran in the convention, never fails to be 
present. During the roll call Stacey W. 
Wade, insurance commissioner of North 
Carolina, arose announcing his resigna- 
tion and introducing his successor, Dan 
C. Boney, who was formerly the deputy. 
Mr. Boney is an attorney. The Insur- 
ance Commissioners Convention regrets 
to lose Mr. Wade, as he was one ot the 
stalwarts of the organization. He goes 
to Durham to engage in the loan busi- 
ness with a trust company. 

kK * * 

There was a big battery of former 
commissioners present this year, Ohio 
leading the list with “exes.” From that 
state came Arthur I. Vorys, Judge 
Harry L. Conn, B. W. Gearheart and 
W. H. Tomlinson. Frank M. Julian 
and A. W. Briscoe were present from 
Alabama. Frank H. Hardison and Clar- 
ence W. Hobbs were former Massachu- 
setts commissioners. Jesse S. Phillips, 
now president of the Great American 
Indemnity, was formerly New York 
commissioner. F, R. Stoddard, Superin- 
tendent Beha’s immediate predecessor, 
looked on. Bruce Bullion was on from 
Arkansas. Walter K. Chorn was present 
from Missouri. J. Victor Barry, vice- 
president of the Metropolitan Life, was 
former Michigan commissioner. H. L. 
Ekern was present from Wisconsin. 
John A. Hartigan, inspector of agencies 


of the Equitable Life of New York, was | 
former Minnesota commissioner. R. J. | 


Merrill, vice-president United Life & 
Accident of Concord, was formerly in- 
surance commissioner of New Hamp- 
shire. T. S. McMurray and Miles Schaf- 
fer, one time Indiana commissioners, 
attended. 

* * ” 

T. G. McConkey, general manager of 
the Canada Life and president of the 
Canada Life Officers Association, min- 
gled with the lobbyists at the hotel. 

ee @ 


3urt Miller of Cleveland, former Dis- 
trict of Columbia commissioner, with 
the omnipresent cigar pushed far back 
in his mouth, greeted his old time asso- 
ciates. 
a 
J. A. O. Preus, formerly Minnesota 
superintendent and later governor, at- 
tended this year. He is now a member 
of the Chicago insurance general agency, 
W. A. Alexander & Co. 
* * * 
President Caldwell got confused at 
times with Director of Trade & Com- 
merce H. U. Bailey of Illinois. He al- 
ways referred to him as Mr. Cochrane. 
Mr. Bailey and Commissioner Cochrane 
of Colorado resemble one another. 


The National Association of Insurance 


Agents was well represented at the 
Hotel Astor. W. H. Bennett secretary, 
former Presidents Frank L. Gardner, 


Thomas C. Moffatt and Cliff C. Jones 





amount of money. This shows that rates | 


are not sufficiently high. The level ot 
rates has been downward. In spite of 
improvements in underwriting the loss 
rate has gone up. Companies say that 
on certain classes of business rates are 
still inadequate and need to be jacked up. 





Eaton to Be in Chicago 

} Eaton, secretary of 
tional Association of Mutual 
Companies and the National 


J. M. the Na- 
Casualty 


Associa- 


were on hand. Col. Walker Taylor of 
Wilmington, N. C., is getting to be quite 
a straphanger in the insurance commis- 
sioners’ trolley car. He attending 
most of their gatherings. There was a 
large number local agents present 
from Ohio and some the other ex- 
cepted cities owing to the announcement 
| that the fire insurance committee of the 
| National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners intended to bring in a re- 
port on excepted cities seeking to in- 
vestigate the higher commissions paid 


is 


ot 


ot 


there than in the outside field. Both 
President E, J. Bundenthal and Secre- 
tary W. H. Tomlinson of the Ohio 


Association of Insurance Agents. were 
present together with a large delegation 
from Cincinnati and Cleveland. 

xk * * 

Wilfred Kurth, vice-president of the 
Home of New York, got in the habit of 
attending the insurance commissioners’ 
meetings when he was president of the 
National Board and he still continues. 
He journeys to these gatherings with 
General Manager W. E. Meallalieu. 
President George G. Bulkley of the Na- 
tional Board came down from Spring- 
field, Mass., Tuesday evening, to mingle 
with the throng. George H. Bell of 
Chicago, western manager of the Na- 
tional Fire of Hartford, is getting to be 
one of the regular followers of the com 
missioners’ meetings. John C. Harding, 
western manager of the Springfield, was 





also in attendance from Chicago. Both 
men were much interested in the work 
of the fire insurance committee on ex- 


cepted cities. 
* * * 

Lamar Hill, vice-president and gen- 
eral counsel of the America Fore group, 
always attends the commissioners’ con- 
vention. Ralph Rawlings of Rawlings 
& Hewett, western manager of the 
Boston and Old Colony and president 
of the Fire Underwriters Association 
of the Northwest, attended the commis- 
sioners’ meeting this year. L. C. Quin 
of Atlanta, Ga., of Hurt & Quin, gen- 
eral agents in that city, and Mrs. Quin 
| were at the convention. Mrs. Quin, by 
the way, is the daughter of Insurance 

Commisioner Caldwell of Tennessee. 

- 

President Harry A. Smith of the Na- 

tional 


Fire of Hartford was present 
during the last day accompanied by 
Western Manger George Bell of 
Chicago. President Ray B. Duboc of 
the Western Automobile, Western Fire 
and Western Casualty of Fort Scott, 
| Kan., attended the Cincinnati meeting 
and was also present in New York. 

x * 

Frank S. Danforth, assistant secre 
tary of the Millers National Fire of 
| Chicago, was one of the hotel lobby 
participants, he coming on to attend 
the meeting of the mutuals. 

ee oe 

H. M. Carmichael of Chicago, man- 
ager of the Oil Insurance Association, 
was in New York and sought out some 
of the camp followers at the Astor. 
{| Commissioners C. D. Livingston and 


M. A. Freedy of Wisconsin, both being 
former fire insurance men, feel very 
much at home when the old time friends 

' seek them out. 


tion of Automobile Mutual Companies, 
who has been located at the New York 
office of the American Mutual’ Alliance, 
will hereafter be at the general office in 
| Chicago, which has moved to 180 North 
| Michigan avenue. A. J. Fleming will 
remain at the New York office in charge 
of statistical and rating work. 

3urton S. Flagg of the Merrimack 
Mutual, Andover, Mass., has been 
chosen chairman of the board of com- 
missioners of the American Mutual Al- 
liance. 





CONDITIONS IN CUBAN 
FIELD ARE REVEALED 


Companies Are Too Numerous 
and Competition Has Become 
Extremely Keen 


REBATING IS PREVALENT 


Advent of New Assessor of Island As- 
sociation Is Expected to Result 
Beneficially to All 


J. J. Lamont, who recently entered 


the life insurance field in Chicago and 
who for the last seven years until a 
few months ago was in the fire field in 
Cuba, in an interview for THe NATIONAL 
UNDERWRITER gives some interesting in- 
insurance conditions 


formation on fire 


un the republic. Mr. Lamont was con- 
nected with the Insurance Agencies 
Corporation as an inspector. The cor- 


poration represents the Home, the Au- 
tomobile and the Hartford in the island. 

“Fifty-four companies are operating 
in Cuba,” Mr. Lamont said. “Of these, 
between 10 and 14 are native, the others 
being American, British, French, Span- 
ish and German. The British and con- 
tinental European companies outnumber 
both the American and the native. 
There is only one mutual, a native com- 
pany, and no reciprocal operating there. 


Companies Too Numerous 


“Population and number of risks 
considered, the companies are too nu- 
merous. Competition has been ex- 


tremely keen for the last several years, 
and the great evil of the business is 
rebating. Cuba is a one-crop country, 
and for the last year the sugar market 
has been such that business in all lines 
in the island has slumped. Fire insur- 
ance premiums have slowly and steadily 
fallen off. The sugar millers have re- 
stricted production sharply, and most 
of the mills are underinsured. 

“The war between the foreign and 
the native fire companies for the little 
business that each at the best can ob- 
tain is the basis of the growth of re- 
bating. For some time it has been 
common practice to return from 5 to 
20 percent either directly or through 
dummy brokers. Hundreds of dummy 
brokers have been appointed in the last 
two years. Even those companies that 
are opposed to rebating have been 
forced to adopt the practice in self de- 
fense. 

Native, Foreign Elements Confilet 


“In general business there is a con- 
flict between the wealthy and influ- 
ential natives and the foreign interests, 


these principally American. American 
capitalists have put millions into the 
island’s business, and these men also 


have interests to protect. Many of the 
wealthy natives are officers and direc- 
tors of the native fire companies, and 
they do all possible to keep their com- 
panies in the forefront. 

“Because of the nearness of Cuba to 
the United States and because so much 


American money is invested there, 
American practices to a large extent 
rule in the insurance business. Most 


of the British companies have adopted 
American practices so far as Cuba is 
concerned, and it is likely that in a 
few more years every company operat- 
ing in the republic will be operating on 
American principles.” 


Sugar Mills Schedule Rated 


The Cuban sugar mills, Mr. Lamont 
stated, are the only risks in the island 
that are schedule rated. For the reason 
that the sugar market has declined so 
sharply since the war, he said, most of 
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Dorit ask For 


a\ quart of oil” 


(Vacuum Oil Company) 








And don’t ask for just insurance. 


Old line stock insurance is to protection what good 
oil is to a motor. When buyers of Insurance come to i 
sense this difference, they will be more particular in 
choosing Insurance Protection for their property in- 
terests. 


Home agents sell the brand of insurance that pro- 
vides correct and adequate protection for the life of the 
policy. 
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the plants are underinsured. This fact 
has intensified the struggle among the 
companies for the bits of business avail- 
able. 

“In Havana,” Mr. Lamont continued, 
“the conflagration hazard is negligible. 
The city is excellently constructed, and 
it is not unusual that for days together 
no unit of the city’s fire department 
makes a run. The only major fire since 
the first of this year was the one that 
Gestroyed the plant of the American 
Agricultural & Chemical Company plant. 

Tarif? Is Too High 


“Because the hazards are so few, the 
tariff on many of the risks is too high. 
The companies have proved this by 
going in for rate cutting as well as 
rebating. In the last year slashes in 
rates have been made by almost all com- 
panies and on all kinds of risks. Com- 
missions to general agents have been 
too high for some years, and this made 
rebating easy. Brokers’ commissions 
also have been too high, but recently 
were cut to 10 percent. 

“The picture of Cuban fire insurance, 
i believe,” Mr. Lamont concluded, “will 
not remain black much longer. On 
May 1 the Cuban Association of Fire 
Insurance Companies, of which all the 
companies are members, appointed Col. 
James Rowbotham chief assessor. The 
appointee is the ‘man with the big stick’ 
in Cuban insurance. He is an army 
man who rose from the ranks to his 
present position in the British service. 
He ‘s endowed with drive, perseverance, 
courage and a sense of fair play, and I 
believe is the man who will bring order 
out of the present chaos. 

Linguistic Problem Presented 


“Four some months before Col. Row- 
botham’s appointment the United States 
were combed for a man to enforce the 
rules of the association. The posi- 
tion presents a linguistic problem, as 
no man can fill it properly who is not 
fluent in Spanish. For a non-Spanish- 
speaking assessor to work successfully 
through an interpreter is almost im- 
possible. Col. Rowbotham has spent 
years in Latin America, and is as much 
at home in Spanish as in English. 


“Already Col. Rowbotham has _ at- 
tacked the rebating evil, and has set 
himself the task of eradicating it. The 


tariff is in process of revision, and class 
rating, which has worked hardships on 


many, likely will be eliminated. The 
assessor is not an insurance man. He 
was chosen in part for this reason. He 


took up his task without preconceptions 
and without prejudices, and has had the 
confidence of all the companies. His 
duty is not to create a new body of 
regulations, but merely to enforce those 
now extant and to make such sugges- 
tions for revision of rates and practices 
as he finds are necessary as he becomes 
more familiar with the business.” 


Chicago and Illinois Losses 


Three of the largest fires in recent 
weeks in Chicago and Illinois were re- 
corded last week. One destroyed high 


values in a yard of the Hines Lumber 
Co., Chicago; another the Embroidery 
Products Co. plant, Chicago, the loss 
being reported total, and the third the 
Dinet Nachbour Co. department store at 
Joliet. 

The Joliet fire caused a loss estimated 
at $500,000 and also caused injuries to 


five members of the department who 
were helping fight the blaze. A number 
of fire insurance men have been severe 


in their criticism of the Joliet department 
for allowing the blaze to gain such head- 


way and cause such a large loss. The 
fire. according to the Joliet papers, 
started in the basement of the Dinet 


Nachbour store at 12:30 p. m. and by 
2 p. m. had gutted the structure. 


General Exchange May Increase Capital 

Increase of its capital 
$500,000 to $1,000,000 is 
consideration by the directors of the 
General Exchange. Issuance of $500,- 
000 of new capital to be sold to present 
shareholders at 20 percent is contem- 


stock from 
being given 





December 15, 1937 


ROGERS TO LEAD UTAH 
ASSOCIATION NEXT YEAR 


O.K. CONFERENCE AGREEMENT 


Safety Commissioner Urges Agents to 
Watch Persons Careless in Guard- 
ing Against Fires 





NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 
President, James Rogers, Salt Lake, 
Vice-president, George J. Kelly, Ozden, 
Secretary-Treasurer, Eugene D. Amott, 

Salt Lake. 

Board of Trustees, Eugene M. Cannon, 
Thomas W. Muir, Salt Lake; Francis k, 
Goddard, Ogden; R. S. Curtis, Provo; 
Waldo Hatch, Logan. 


SALT LAKE CITY, Dec. 14.—T 


ne 


Utah State Association of Fire Insur- 
ance Agents met here with President 
Eugene M. Connor presiding. A resoly- 


tion was adopted to-‘endorse the national 
conference agreement and the presiden; 
vas authorized to appoint a committe: 
of six members to act on all matters 
relating to the agreement. The resoly- 
tion also provided that all members oj 
the association should recognize prin- 
ciples as far as necessary for the 
preservation of the American agency 
system. ‘ 

Theodore T. Burton, commissioner of 
public safety, spoke to the agents. He 
called attention to the fact that persons 


who carry fire insurance sometimes 
grow careless in the matter of guar4- 
ing against fires. He urged the vigil- 


ance of insurance men to watch such 
persons. “We are at a point,” said Mr 
Burton,” where we are assisting crime 
because we are too careless in protection 
methods, and unless the insureds pull 
with the insurers, we will all fall to- 
gether.” : 

T. H. Anderson, San Francisco, chair- 
man of the Utah committee of the Pa- 
cific Board, told of the losses in insur- 
ing farm property. “It has been shown,” 
he declared,” that for every dollar taken 
in by the insurance companies they 
have paid out nearly $1.09 handling 
such risks.” 

Praise Cooperation Given 

Praise was given the Utah insurance 
men for their cooperation and efforts t 
better conditions by Walter A. Newman 
of San Francisco, representing the Pa- 
cific Board. “If we received the 
cooperation everywhere,” he said, “the 
board would be functioning much bet- 
ter.” 

In a statement to the agents, John 
G. McQuarrie, state commissioner of in- 
surance, denied rumors that he and At 
torney General Harvey H. Cluff are in- 
terested in forming a new _ insurance 
company. Mr. McQuarrie told of the 
operations of the Intermountain Lloyds 


sine 


He declared that Seth Pixton, state 
banking commissioner, who is_ presi- 
dent of the International Lloyds, is 


the only state officer interested in that 
organization. Mr. McQuarrie admitted 
that efforts had been made to interest 
him in the insurance organization, but 
that he had refused them. “I have nc 
interest in Intermountain Lloyds,” said 
the insurance commissioner. “When | 
walk out of the state capitol, I have an 
entirely different purpose in mind than 
in becoming connected with the Inter- 
mountain Lloyds.” P. S. W. Ramsden 
of Oakland, secretary of the California 
Association of Insurance Agents, also 
spoke to the Utah agents. 

The convention closed with a banquet 
in the evening at which E. Hugh Miller 
acted as toastmaster. The speakers in- 
cluded Attorney-General Cluff, John H. 
Andrews of Ogden, Waldo Hatch of 
Logan, Arthur J. Lee of Price. 








plated in the plan. This would add 
$500,000 to the surplus account. It is 
reported the plan further includes dec- 
laration of a $1,000,000 cash dividend 
The General Exchange is owned by the 
General Motors Corporation. 
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USINESS is rotten!” is what Jim Mason said to 

B our Special Agent. He is one of the old time 

fire agents—has represented us for more than 
twenty years—did not bother with “ sidelines.” 


Our Special took him out and sold some of the 





despised “sidelines” right under his nose. Showed 
him the opportunity they presented as entering 
wedges on lines he had never been able to touch. 


That was only six months ago. Ask Jim Mason 
today how business is and he will tell you his premium 
income is greater than ever. Ask him if he sells 
“sidelines” and he will reply: “Sidelines? —I sell all 





“AMERICA FORE 


kinds of insurance and none of them are ‘sidelines’ 


with me!” ERNEST STURM, Cuamman oF THe Board 


PAUL L.HAID, Presioent, 


FIDELIT Y= PHUIENIX Cash Capital - Ten Million Dollars 
L—. FIRE INSURANCE CQO: 


80 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK.NY. 
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What YOU Can Do For 
The Property-Owner 


b use a colloquial 
phrase—you, the agent, 
are the doctor. 

It is for the Company 
that you represent to pro- 
vide you with all modern 
forms of dependable proper- 
ty insurance. 

But it is for you, the 
Agent, toconsultand advise 
the individual property- 
owner as to the best forms 
of protection for his own 
conditions. 

It is for you, the Agent, 
to point out to him how his 
fire-hazards may be reduced 
and the cost to him of his 
insurance thereby lessened. 

That is why every Alli- 
ance Insurance advertise- 
ment in The Saturday Eve- 
ning Post features the Alli- 
ance Agent, and directs the 
property-owner to him 
Thus Alliance advertising 
aids the Agent in building 
business and prestige. 





THE ALLIANCE 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
of PHILADELPHIA 


Head Office 
1600 Arch Street, Phila., Pa. 


209 W. Jackson Blvd., Chicago, III. 
231 Sansome Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
8th fl. Hurt Bldg., Atlanta Ga. 


a 





FOUR TOTAL LOSSES 
ON LAKES REPORTED 





$1,500,000 VALUES DESTROYED 





Brief Storm Deals Marine-Writing Com- 
panies Hard Blow—Full Extent 
of Damage Not Yet Known 





Four known total losses, two on hull 
and grain cargo and two on hull only, 
more than a dozen partial losses and 
probably half a dozen as yet unreported 
total losses is the toll taken on the Great 
Lakes by the two-day storm of last 
week. The four total losses combined 
amount to about $1,500,000. The Agawa, 
which went aground on the south shore 
of Manitoulin Island, is down with a 
loss of approximately $650,000 on hull 
and cargo and the Lambton is a total 
loss of about $300,000 on hull and cargo. 
The Altadoc and the E. W. Oglebay, 
both running in ballast, are hull losses 
of approximately $300,000 each. 

Ice in the Sault is a present hazard to 
dozens of vessels running east out of Du- 
luth and Ft. William, either in ballast 
or with cargoes of grain, and a number 
of marine writing companies with west- 
ern offices in Chicago are anxious for 
the fate of high cargo and hull values at 
present under way east. 


Storm Kills Old Boats 


A point which some western marine 
department managers feel is significant 
in this year’s losses is that three of the 
four boats mentioned above were more 
than 20 years old. In most instances the 
hulls of vessels of this age are suffi- 
ciently strong to withstand the worst 
pounding the lakes are known to give 
ships at this season, but in some of them 
the power plants are decrepit and do 
not develop sufficient motive force in a 
heavy storm to keep steering way on. 

Another factor that enters into almost 
all post-season losses on the lake is that 
the government aids to navigation are 
withdrawn on or soon after Dec. 1, and 
the vessels leaving the head of Lake 
Superior after that time are forced gto 
make the run east, often in a driving 
snowstorm, with only chart and .com- 
pass guides. 


Self-Insured Risks Numerous 


It is reported that approximately 40 
percent of all the freight hulls on the 
lake are self-insured. Most of these be- 
long to the United States Steel Corpora- 
tion and its subsidiaries. Marine men 
say that some of the best, if not the 
very best, risks on the lakes are included 
in the 40 percent of vessels that are self- 
insured. This gives the marine writing 
companies only 60 percent of the total 
lake freight shipping over which to spread 
coverage, and this spread, it is said, is 
not sufficiently wide to guarantee an un- 
derwriting profit. In many marine offices 
it is felt that the basic rate on lake busi- 
ness is too low. After Nov. 30, when 
the season officially closes, business is 
written on a rated-up basis, but this not- 
withstanding, the companies consistently 
fail to make a good showing on lake 
business. The years swing between loss 
and profit, one about offsetting the other 
over any given 10-year period. 

The coverage written on lake vessels 
is a one-year policy on hull and cargo. 
Another kind of coverage, known as 
protection indemnity, or, in the trade, 
? is written to cover errors of a 
ship’s master, principally on passenger 
vessels, injuries to passengers, etc. Only 
about three companies in the United 
States write this coverage, the remain- 
der being written by what are known as 
P and I clubs in London. Passenger 
hulls are written as are freight hulls. 

A ship’s captain is czar on his vessel 
and cannot be controlled in his move- 
ments by the insurer. He is responsible 
only to the shipping company, which 1s 
insured against his possible wrong acts 
by the insurer. This season in particular 





the entire northern lake region had ad- 


COMMISSIONS ON HAIL 
INSURANCE REARRANGE) 


AFFECTS HIGH RATE AREAs 





Globe & Rutgers and St. Paul to Folio, 
Lead of Association Companies— 
New Form of Note Contract 





At an executive committee meeting of 
the Western Hail & Adjustment Aggo, 
ciation held in Chicago last week, it Was 
decided to reduce commissions to agents 
on hail insurance 5 percent in the tery. 
tory where the hail rate is 6 percent ¢, 
higher. In connection with this chang 
a new form of note contract will }, 
worked out and used in the writing oj 
hail business during the coming season, 


Outside Companies in Line 


Not only will the hail association com. 
panies observe the decrease in commis. 
sions in the hazardous territory, but the 
Globe & Rutgers and the St. Paul Fire 
& Marine, the two big hail writing com. 
panies not affiliated with the Hail As. 
sociation, will also institute a similar 
commission reduction. Lyman Candee 
vice-president of Globe & Rutgers, ha 
stated that his company is in complete 
sympathy with any movement though 
necessary for the betterment of any ¢. 
vision of the business. With the two 
big outside companies ready to cooper. 
ate, the Hail Association can proceed 
with confidence with its new program. 

“Paying Commissions on Hazard” 


The commission reduction is made be- 
cause many of the members feel that 
they have been paying commissions on 
hazard rather than on sales ability. In 
the territory where hail insurance js 
rated as much as from 10 to 14 percent 
it is a business necessity, and bankers 
require farmers to carry it or they will 
not interest themselves in financing 
them. When this situation prevails it is 
no trick to sell hail insurance, and the 
companies feel that they should not pay 
as high a commission for it as in other 
territory where the hail hazard is not 
so great and it requires very much mort 
sales ability to sell hail coverage. It is 
for this reason that the commissions 
in the low rated territory will not be 
decreased. 














vance warning of the gale that struck 
last week, but dozens of vessels left port 
for the east either in ballast or with 
cargo, despite the warnings. It is the 
belief of many marine office heads that 
the need for grain in the east was not 
sufficiently urgent to justify any vessel's 
leaving port with a storm coming on. 
A number of marine writers have left 
Chicago for the northern lake country 
principally Ft. William, Ont., and Sault 
Ste. Marie, to learn if possible the 
whereabouts and condition of those vet 
sels which left port just preceding the 
storm and have not yet been reported 
from. So far as is known no lives weft 
lost among ships’ crews this year, but 
the danger to the crews has been great 
at several times since the first storm. 


N. F. Kimball’s New Post 


Norman F. Kimball has just been a> 
pointed manager of advertising of the 
American-LaFrance & Foamite Corpor 
ation, a combination of the Americat- 
LaFrance Fire Engine Company and 
Foamite-Childs Corporation. 

Mr. Kimball’s experience in the fire 
protection engineering field covers about 
15 years. He served as assistant hy- 
draulic engineer of the Underwriters 
Laboratories, Chicago; chief engineer 0 
the former O. J. Childs Company, a 
assistant general sales manager of te 
Foamite-Childs Corporation. He will be 
in charge of all advertising and sales 
promotion. 

Mr. Kimball holds the degree of fire 
protection engineer from Armour Instr 
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: Cost a Throne | 
\ ‘ 
x 
. He didn’t know — took something for 
granted, and because of his guess- 
work Napoleon lost the battle of 
, Waterloo and the throne of France. . 
‘ 

\ Li 
Guesswork is always costly. By rec- 
ommending a Lloyd-Thomas ap- 
praisal* you take the guesswork out 
of your client’s insurance program. \ 
‘ 

You stamp yourself as a reliable and ; 
dependable insurance man, and render : 

your client an invaluable service. ‘ 


*“WHAT IS AN APPRAISAL?—It is a complete classined ‘uver 
tory of insurable property (except stock, merchandise and raw mate 
rials). Each item of property is valued at today’s cost to replace 
new. The amount of accrued depreciation is determined and the 
sound insurable value is given. 


“ITS ADVANTAGES—Ist—It discovers insurable values that have 
long been written off the books through unsvientific depreciation— 
2nd—It gives the agent, the assured, and the companies velue facts of 
property. 3rd—It makes for adequate insurance protection, for in 


nearly every instance it sells for additional insurance 





The |loyd-lhomas Co. 
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GERMANS MAY NEVER 
BE COMPETITORS AGAIN 


Conditions in Mother Country 
Work to Confine Activities 
To Europe 


WAR HAD STIFLING EFFECT 





| Former Large Volume of German Re- 
insurance Business in United 
State Has Disappeared 





NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—Inquiry is 


| frequently made as to the likelihood that 


| anv of the several German fire, life and | 


| casualty companies that were operating 


| in the United States prior to entry of the 
United States into the World War will 
again seek business here through legiti- 
mate channels. Those qualified to speak 
declare the probability of any such move 
is remote for at least another 10 years. 

Prior to 1914 Germany boasted some 
of the strongest underwriting corpora- 
tions in the world. Notably was this 
true of its reinsurance institutions, a 
phase of the business to which the Ger- 
mans paid particular attention and which 
they developed in marked degree. Not 
only was reinsurance effected by cor- 
porations formed for that specific pur- 
pose. It also was conducted as a side 
line by many important financial insti- 
tutions of Prussia and other of the Ger- 
man states. These banks in turn made 
cessions in varying percentages to num- 
erous smaller concerns in Germany and 
Switzerland. 


Contracts Terminated 


With the outbreak of the great war, 
all treaty contracts with companies in 
enemy countries were automatically 
terminated, thereby cutting off a large 
volume of business had from British of- 
fices particularly. Later when the 
United States joined the allies the ac- 
tivities of the German direct writing and 
reinsurance companies here perforce 
came to an end. ‘The assets of the insti- 
tutions in this country were taken over 
bv the Alien Property Custodian, where 
they still remain. Congress has not yet 
authorized their return. 

After the struggle terminated the Ger- 
man insurance companies found them- 
selves in sorry plight. Their business 
reduced greatly in volume and they were 
faced with a debased currency and a 
tremendous tax at home. While Ger- 
many with infinite patience and constant 
striving has placed her currency on a 
fairly stable basis and her industries are 
once more beginning to compete suc- 
cessfully with those of the other manu- 
facturing countries, years must elapse 
before the nation attains anything like 
its one time eminence in manufacture. 
Whether it will ever be able to do so 
will depend largely on the skill of its 
political leaders and the measure of en- 
couragement they extend manufactur- 
ers. 





Socialist Element Strong 


Though nominally a republic, Ger- 
many is influenced by the socialistic ele- 
ment, part of it mildly so and a per- 
| centage decidedly radical. Which di- 
| vision will eventually dominate remains 
| to be seen, and on the outcome the fu- 
| ture prosperity of the country largely 
| depends. 


| Rebuilding Necessary 


| The net result of the war, so far as 
|the German insurance companies are 
| concerned, was to see the assets ac- 
cumulated through years of upbuilding 
swept away, forcing a renewal of con- 
struction effort almost from the founda- 
tion. That the tax rate in Germany will 
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continue to be high for years to com 
goes without saying, hence surplus ag, 
cumulation by the underwriting instity. 
tions will be a fong process. Such funds 
as the companies can spare will go into 
development of the home field rather 
than in embarking on competition fo, 
business in foreign lands, particularly jp 
a country which requires the putting 
up of heavy initial deposits and the maip. 
tenance of full reserves as does the 
United States. 

What the future has in store no on 
can predict with safety. But a know). 
edge of existing situations and a carefyj 
study of present trends reveals littl 
hope that the present generation js 
likely to witness the reentry to this 
country of any German insurance cor. 
poration either for direct business or for 
treaty contracts. 


REPORT DUBUQUE F. & M. IN 
BANK OF ITALY BRANCHES 





SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14.—Ap. 
other non-board company has become 
affiliated with the Bank of Italy in ap 
agency way. According to reports re- 
ceived by the California Association of 
Insurance Agents the Dubuque Fire & 
Marine has made 116 appointments in 
branches of the bank. The other com- 
pany is the Northwestern National, as 
reported last week. 

As the Dubuque is one of the signers 
of the national conference agreement, 
the agents’ association has taken the 
matter up with the home office of the 
company. 

The following wire was sent by the 
California association to President 
Schrup: “California insurance depart- 
ment reports issuance of over 100 |- 
censes of employes of Bank of Italy as 
agents of your company. We can not 
believe these have been made with your 
knowledge and consent, in view of your 


participation in the national conference 
| agreement relating to further appoint- 


ments of financial institutions. Califor- 
nia Association of Insurance Agents has 
been actively protesting this bank’s ex- 
tension in insurance business and issue is 
vital one to all agents. General Agent 
DeVeuve out of town. Unable to reach 
him. Will appreciate your advices.” 
To it, according to association officials, 
Secretary S. F. Weiser replied: “Your 
wire reporting Dubuque’s appointment of 
employes of Bank of Italy quite a sur 
prise. We will not permit any move that 
repudiates our signed agreement with 
National Agents Association, thereby 
bringing our company into disrepute 
over our entire field of operation.” 


FIELD REACTION FAVORABLE 





Local Agents Will Find Much New 
Business in Covering the New 
Ford Car 





NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—Response to 
fire and theft rates for the new Ford 
cars has been altogether favorable. 
Agents generally hold these to be very 
fair and express confidence that they 
will be so regarded by the assured. 
While thousands of the new cars have 
been ordered, none as yet have been 
delivered. It is expected deliveries wi! 


begin at an early date and continue ir 


rapidly increasing number. Local men 
anticipate doing a fine business in plac- 
ing indemnity on Ford machines, over- 
coming thereby the dearth of new bust 
ness of which they have complained in 
recent months during which time pro- 
spective car owners delayed making put- 
chases until they learned the nature and 
cost of the new Ford offerings. 


Writes Aircraft Damage 


An aircraft damage policy is_being 
offered by the American of New Jersey: 
A $2500 policy on any building and cot- 
tents for three years is offered for $5. 
The policy covers damage caused by 
a plane or any of its parts falling on the 
property. 
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TEXAS AUTO RATES UP 
AT HEARING ON DEC, 21 


OBJECT TO “50-50” 





Petition on Five Points Is Filed by 23 
of the Fire and Casualty 
Companies 





Five objections of the companies to 
the automobile rate order of the Texas 
commission, effective Oct. 25, will come 
up at an open hearing before the com- 
mission at Austin, Dec. 21. The ob- 
jections are filed by 23 fire and cas- 
ualty companies, All 
joined in one petition to avoid a multi- 
plicity of petitions and because both 
classes are interested in 
cover, one of the points objected to. 

The first objection is to the “50-50” 
collision rate authorized by the com- 
mission. On the 50-50 plan the assured 
pays only half the premium and him- 


POLICY | 


| ure used to personify 


| been 


| portance of fire prevention methods in 
the companies 


the collision | 


| tion campaign which, 
| has done much 


self bears the first part of any loss up | 


to the one-half of the premium which 
he retained. ; ; 
full premium only in case of loss and if 


Thus the assured pays a | 


there is no loss he gets a rebate of one- | 


half of the published tariff. There are 
several objections to this made by the 
companies. One is that it is a rebate or 
discrimination, and another is that it is a 
dividend unlawfully paid at the begin- 
ning of the year. The Texas law pro- 
vides that insurance companies may pay 
dividends on policies only at the end of 
the year. Another objection is that it 
is unfair competition and subversive of 
sound underwriting. It is called a trick 


form of policy and a fraud or an induce- | 


ment to fraud because the assured may 
suppress knowledge of small losses by 
paying them himself. 


Fleet Rate Discriminatory 


The second objection is to the 25 per- 
cent reduction ordered on fleet 
applying to ten or more cars except 
pleasure cars. Assuming a rate of $200 
per truck it is pointed out that the owner 
of nine trucks would be charged $1800 
premium while the owner of ten trucks 
would have to pay only $1500 with larg- 
er exposure. This also alleged 
be discriminatory. 

The third objection is to the reduc- 
tion of minimum premiums. The fire 
and theft rates were reduced 20 percent, 


is 








AMERICA ADVERTISING CREATION 











ITH the beginning of its adver- | 
W tising campaign for next year the 
North America will introduce to 
the general public a new character— 
“The White Fireman,” an original fig- 
the loss-preven- 
tion engineer of the fire insurance com- 
panies and his activity in the fire pre- 
vention field, 
For four years the North America has 
conducting an advertising cam- 
paign educating the public to the im- 


prompt and efficient service for the com- 
munity. He the ‘Red Fireman’ of 
song and story. 

“But there is another sort of fireman 
—a fireman whom the public seldom, if 
ever sees. He wears citizen’s 
rides in an ordinary car. He doesn’t 
answer alarms—he prevents them. He 
is the ‘White Fireman.’ 

“This fireman is paid by fire insur- 
ance companies, 
What “White Fireman” 


is 


Does 


lessening the nation’s fire loss. This “The ‘White Fireman’ is a loss-pre- 
campaign attracted attention everywhere | vention engineer. His duties include 
and was viewed by fire insurance in-| every sort of inspection and research 
terests as an unselfish and extremely tending to reduce fire hazards. His 


valuable contribution to the fire preven- | recommendations 
in recent years, 


to awaken public in- 


to property-owners 


ing and restricting fire-loss. 


terest to the extent of the country’s fire “He studies manufacturing processes 
dangers and to impress the importance and, wherever practicable, suggests the 
of individual aid in combating a men-; Substitution of processing mediums of | 
ace bred largely through carelessness. lower flammability. 


Prevention Story to Be Told 


The North America will base its fu- 
ture advertising campaign on a progres- 


lessened by transferring some minor op- 
eration of especially hazardous char- 
acter from the main building of a fac- 
tory to a small, separate building. 


sive story of what the insurance com- oe. chow oer sefious fire damage 
. . . * SI e a 
| panies themselves are doing to aid in| may be prevented by the removal ot in 
os . . ic t y uli ” 
the fire prevention movement which | : 


wl 3 , ~ Ss activities < too i isive and 
man” stands for and the kind of work “His _activitic Bs : incl ys 

- F . ° too varied to be listed here—but all are 
he is doing behind the scene and far ' ° , 
l ¢ : A p. me » | to the purposes of preventin g direct 
| from the plaudits of the “Red Fireman” |... ti ef lose t. { iucing the 
following, The ved-chivted hero of die | * SSS OO ee et". eee 

» — 4:. cy | cost of insurance to the insured, and 

two-alarm blaze introduces now his fel- 1 . , a 
low fireman—a ‘fire preventer” instead | .2™™ns the most complete and effec- 
of a “fre fighter.” tive coverage possible.” 


rates 


to | 


which the companies do not object to in | 


the petition except so far as it applies 
to minimum premiums. They point out 
that there is a certain unescapable ex- 
pense in issue of any policy and 
that this expense applies regardless of 
hazard. Therefore the fact that the 
hazard might stand the reduction or- 
dered does not affect the fact that this 
minimum expense is involved on every 
policy and therefore the 20 percent re- 
duction should not operate to reduce the 
minimum premium. 


the 


Oppose Valued Policy 


The valued policy endorsement for 
automobiles is the fourth point of ob- 
jection. It is declared unsound and an 
inducement to fraud. 

Another objection is to the 20 percent 





reduction in fire and theft rates on cars | 


in. the hands of dealers and manufac 
turers, and to,fire and theft rates on fire 
department and 
tus, police wagons, 


hearses 
lances. 


Fire Waste Contest Entries 


Following are the cost recent entries 


in the Inter-Chamber Fire Waste Con- 
test conducted by the National Fire 
Waste Council, under the auspices of 


the Chamber of Commerce of the United 
States: Carlinville and Centralia. TIL; 
New Bern and Salisburv, N. C.: Mexia, 
Tex., and Hollywood, Fla. 





Writing Aircraft 


the New York Underwriters has begun 
the writing of aircraft coverage. 





salvage corps appara- | 
and ambu- | 


flammable material here, 
of a window there, the isol slati ng of some 
combustible substance in a fireproof en- 
c losure at another point. 


they have been urging the general pub- 
lic to support. 

The company makes clear in its first 
advertising copy what “The White Fire- 





While the North America’s signat 


Text of Advertisement Given is at the bottom of the advertising, 


“WHITE FIREMAN” IS NEW NORTH =< 


POLITICAL 


save millions of dollars annually in avoid- | 


“He points out how danger may be | 


ure 
there 


11 


TAGGART NOT RECEDING 
FROM LICENSE RULING 


INFLUENCE SEEN 


Pennsylvania Insurance Commissioner 
| Stands by His Guns in Having Ap- 


plicants Take Examinations 


clothes and | 


| PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 14.—Insur- 
| ance Commissioner Taggart has not re- 
| ceded from his ruling as to an examina- 

tion before granting agency licenses 
although he has yielded one point 

Heretofore examinations have been held 
at eight different points in the state once 
| a month. He is now having examina- 
tions held at these same centers twice 
a month. The main objection to Com- 
missioner Taggart’s license ruling is that 
if an agent who has been in business 
| takes on another company he must go 
through the examination before a license 
|is granted. This is causing much con- 
fusion and sacrifice. Many say that a 
| position of this kind is inconsistent 
cause agents who are not taking on new 
companies and who may not be able 
to pass an examination are not required 
to take the quiz. Company men declare 


pe- 


| 


he bricking-up | 


| that if Col. T aggart wants to be con- 
sistent he should order all agents to take 
the examination. 

His Agency Backing 


Some of the companies declare that 
many agents backing Commissioner 
Tagegart’s plan are seeking to make it 
more difficult for companies to change 
agents or seek new ones. Cases have 
come to light where agencies under ordi- 
nary conditions would take on another 
company or two but now will not do it 
because they do not desire to take the 
time going through the examination. 

It is stated here this week that pres- 





“Ty “— . is no urge in the copy for the reader | sure will be ,made on Commissioner 
he White Fireman and His Work” | to specify North America when he is| Taggart through his superiors to secure 
is the heading on the first new adver- | considering fire insurance. a m¢ cation of the ruling. It is under- 


reads as follows: 


eads | Clarence A. Palmer, 
s familiar with the life- 


tisement, which 
is ager of the compan 


“Everyone 


and-property-saving work done by the | new advertising policy reflects a desire 
fireman who comes dashing to every | on the part of the company to recognize 
blaze. He is one of the heroes of daily | pul slicly the service being rendered by 

life—fearless, able, and invaluable in his! the so-called “White Fireman.” 
PAINT SPRAY WARNING OUT | and precaution. Hence it is apparent 
ew that this danger becomes more pro- 

1 

National Board Advises Against Wrong ne unced when supplemented by a de- | 
7 vice not even originally designed, fash- 

Use of Manual Coating De- ioned or intended for such work.” 


vices in Homes 


uses the value of the 





+ ° “ sj - < F of- s¢ ~a fe +4 
National Board through its or- zed as a means of starting camp fires, 
:feguarding America A vainst furnace fires, fires in open grates, and 
a d TiCe Ne 1st | » : e ° 
is warning against the improper also as a means of thawing frozen pipes 
Napiee - eg tees | ahd burnt ai 
use of paint spraying devices designed | and burning off old paint. 


for home use and is urging the discon- 


advertising man- 
vy, explained that the 


The board points out that among the 
sprayer is empha- 


The legitimate use of these spray out- | 


stood that he will give his hearing in a 





few days to some of the leaders in the 
state. 

It is stated that Commissioner Tag 
gart will arrange to have a conference 
n Harrisburg shortly to be attended by 
about 20 of the leading insurance men 

tate whe = ; questi m of exam 

lans will be taken up. Com- 

if as to having agents taking on 

ew companies undergo an examination 
will en be thoroughly gone into 


TO RESURRECT STATE FUND 


Michigan Governor Takes Steps to Pro- 
tect Uninsured Buildings by Re- 
establishing Discontinued Fund 


tinuance of sales propaganda for these} ™tS 18 not discouraged because of the | ano 
devices which inevitably will lead to au | %@zards involved, though these are LANSING, MICH., Dec. 14.—Action 
increase of home fires. numerous. Many of the cheap paints | probably will be taken by Governor 
‘These sprayers,” an article in the | @Fe thinned with naphtha, which is very | Fred W. Green to resurrect the fire in- 
December number says, “resemble noth- | Similar in hazard to gasoline. Pyroxylin! surance fund discontinued in 1921 by 
ing more than the usual form of hand | /acquers, brush lacquers containing py- | former Governor Grosbeck. An uncom- 
insecticide sprayer employing a specially roxylin and most of the coating mate- | pleted inventory of state property shows 
designed tip. An entree for the appar- rial sold under this designation con-! the state has about $35,000,000 invested 


ent secondary use of these sprayers has 


been made among a large market of | amyl acetate, alcohol and similar liquids | 
suburban homes where the insecticide | Which, as in the —- of naphtha, are 
sprayer first became popular. This | highly flammable. These give off vapors 


, wlateds Gama the deadline tual 
market, together with a broader general | Which may be readily ignited 


market represents a portion of an inex- 








tain for solvent and thinning purposes 


and which | tl 
may flash back.to the user from a flame 


~ uninsured buildings and equipment. 
Because the legislatures made no appro- 

iation for this obsolete fund, and the 
di iffere nt departments did not contribute 
heir share for its upkeep the state offi- 
cials are at a loss to suggest ways and 


perienced public to whom considerable located seemingly at a safe distance. It| means of reinstating the fund until 
advertising and sales promotion litera- is advised, therefore, that all paint spray- another legislature convenes 

ture has been directed inviting them te | ing work be done out of doors whenever From 1913 to 1921 the insurance fund 

plav with a serious, unsuspected, unpro- possible so that the vapors will be | Pp aid all fire losses and had a balance of 

tected danger—encouraging the use of quickly dissipated in the open air. $485,000 when it was discontinued. 

these sprayers for the purpose of ex- Then the former governor borrowed” 

ploiting the new feature, which is ex- Standard Federal Increases Capital | early + Phy ten ted od ti 

ramely hav: » oses anc 1€ oney fas eve z 

| tremely hazardous in nature. The capital of the Standard Federal| turned. When a fire loss occurs now a 

Wrong Use Breeds Trouble Fire of Davenport, Ia., has been in-| new appropriation has to be made by 

eins Se creased from $300,000 to $800,000} the legislature to replace it. Many of 

“Le attempt the burning off of paint | through the filing of an amendment to| the state buildings are virtually fire haz- 

or to use a fire torch for any purpose by | the articles of incorporation. The in- | ards because of old fashioned construc- 

hands unskilled in those processes, is to | crease follows the recent merger of the | tion. but on the whole the risks are not 

invite trouble and danger. Even de-! Central Federal Fire of Davenport and | exceptionally great. Buildings are scat- 

vices and equipment designed and in-| the Standard American Fire of Chicago, | tered throughout the st tate so that there 


| tended for these purposes and used by 
| skilled tradesmen require utmost care 


Stan 





under the new name of the 


| Federal Fire. 


dard 
dard 


is no danger of one fire out 


everything. 


wiping 
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Think for a moment of the various 
companies represented in your office. 
Just why did you choose each one? 


COVERAGES. 
EFFECTED 


One because of the immense amount of 


iain resources you knew was backing it. 
TORNADO, Another because of the suggestion of 
RENTS, a friend who had been pleased with his 
LEASEHOLD, connection with the company. And 
Fe gee no perhaps your choice of another was 
COMMOTION. based on its age. 
PROFITS AND 
COMMISSION, The agent who makes a PATRIOTIC 
USE & OCCUPANCY connection may do so for various rea- 


sons, one of which is the world-wide 
reputation of thee PATRIOTIC’S 
parent-company, The Sun of London, 
the oldest insurance company in the 
world. Agents like the distinctive fea- 
ture that 


AUTOMOBILE 
FULL 
COVERAGE 




















” Back of The Patriotic is The Sun.”’ 


PATRIOTIC 


INSURANCE COMPANY 
of AMERICA 


HEAD OFFICE 
55 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 


PRESTON T. KELSEY President 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
WRIGLEY BLDG., CHICAGO 
JOHN F. STAFFORD, Manager 


PACIFIC DEPARTMENT 
SAN FRANCISCO 
C. A. HENRY, General Manager 





NO ONE YET SELECTED 
FOR WASHINGTON POST 


WELLS TURNED DOWN THE JOB 


United States Chamber of Commerce Is 
Still Without Manager for Its 
Insurance Department 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Dec. 14.— 
The United States Chamber of Com- 
merce seemingly has no one in view at 
present to become manager of the in- 
surance department. The insurance 
directors and insurance advisory com- 
mittee offered the names of three men 
to President Pierson, whom they could 
recommend. President Pierson, after 
canvassing the qualifications of the three 
candidates, offered the post to Insur- 
ance Commissioner George W. Wells, 
Jr., of Minnesota. Mr. Wells considered 
the proposition for some days. He came 
on to Washington to look the situation 
over and after considering it in all de- 
tails feit that personal considerations 
kept him in St. Paul. Just what will 
be done now remains to be seen. James 
L. Madden, who was formerly manager 
of the department and is now one of the 
vice-presidents of the Metropolitan Life, 
is giving advisory service and can be 
called upon in an emergency for counsel. 
Assistant Manager Clark is a capable 
young man and is supervising the work 
acceptably. 


Accepts Ride, Can’t Get Damages 


When a man accepts an offer for a 
ride in an automobile and is injured in a 
wreck he has no reason to collect dam- 
ages from the owner of the automobile, 


a jury in the Circuit Court at Poplar 
Bluff, Mo., decided in the suit of J. R. 
Gatlin of Little Rock, Ark., against C. 
Guidici, also of Little Rock, and P. L. 
Warren of Williamsville, Mo. He sought 
$10,000 for injuries received when two 
automobiles collided. He was riding 
with Guidici as an invited guest. The 
case will be appealed. 


New England Exchange Nominations 


BOSTON, Dec. 14.—At the monthly 
meeting of the New England Insurance 
Exchange Saturday the nominating com- 
mittee reported the following nomina- 
tions for new officers to be at 
the annual meeting Jan. 14: President, 
Malcolm Ww. Wight, Hartford Fire; 
second vice-president, H. H. Plummer, 


elected 


HARLES R. DETRICK, insurance 

commissioner of California, who 

made an attack on the Missouri de- 
partment at the National Convention ot 
Insurance Commissioners meeting in 
New York, occupied a prominent place 
in the daily papers on account of his re- 
flection on the Missouri office, charging 
it with delay in making examination re- 
ports, especially on the Continental Life 
of St. Louis. Mr. Detrick is first vice- 
president of the Commissioners Conven- 
tion. He is a man of very high prin- 
ciples, of eminent character, sincere and 
conscientious. He is serious in his men- 
tal attitude. He stated that his patience 
has been exhausted until he had reached 
the point when he felt the lid should be 
blown off. By this act Mr. Detrick may 


forfeit the presidency of the National 
Convention of Insurance Commission- 
ers. That remains to be seen. While a 


number of the departments were s:mpa- 
thetic with him, others felt that he staged 
a play in public that should not have 
been opened to a general hearing. They 
criticized his judgment. Mr. Detrick is 
regarded by many as the logical man as 
the next president of the Convention. 
However, he had the courage of his con- 
victions and made the sacrifice, if it 
means that by his act he is eliminated 








= 
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EXCEPTED CITIES NOW 
BEFORE THE COMMITTEE 
MUCH INTEREST IN ISSUE 


Insurance Commissioners Convention 


Will Have Investigation Made of 
Compensation Paid in These Points 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—Company 
officials are speculating as to just what 
course the fire insurance committee of 
the National Convention of Insurance 
Commissioners will take relative to the 
investigation of commissions in excepted 
cities. C. D. Livingston, Michigan com. 
missioner, is chairman of the committee. 
The fire insurance committee is a par- 
ticularly strong one. The original reso- 
lution on excepted cities was introduced 
by Commissioner Livingston at the Cin- 
cinnati meeting. The resolution adopted 
in this city at the meeting of the com- 
missioners authorized the committee to 
hold hearings. 

Those who have talked with the com- 
missioners say that undoubtedly the 
commission question more acute in 
Western Union territory in the excepted 
cities of Cleveland, Cincinnati, Louis- 
ville, St. Louis, Chicago and Milwaukee 
than anywhere else. Here in the eas: 
the excepted cities have been put ona 
uniform basis. Some commissioners 
have taken the ground that there is n 
need of agents in certain cities receiy- 
ing more commission than the general 
schedule. The movement of the com- 
mittee will be watched with keen inter- 


is 


ot 


est. 
Col. Joseph Button of Virginia is 
chairman of the sub-committee in 


charge of the excepted city resolution. 
It thought the first hearing will 
probably take place in Chicago, prob- 
ably at the time the Fire Underwriters 
Association of the Northwest is meeting 
there. 


1s 


Niagara Fire; members of executive com- 






mittee for two years, J. L. Sandison, 
Royal; F. C. Burrill, Phoenix, and J. T 
| Horan, Continental. H. P. Worthley, 
first vice-president, holds over another 
year. 

F. J. Barelayv of Hartford, special 
agent of the Niagara, was elected 
active member, and L. H. Small, formerly 
special agent of the North America, re- 
signed as an active member and was 
elected an honorary member. 





from the high office because of the op- | 


DIFFERENCE OF OPINION SEEN AS TO 
COMMISSIONER DETRICK’S ACTION 





CHARLES R. DETRICK 


position he created. Mr. Detrick is one 
of the hard working commissioners and 
in the discharge of his duties is regarded 
as impartial. 
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1927 ————————— 
a TAGGART JUMPED INTO penetrating query to Mr. Hobbs as to 
‘ why New York was chosen to decide 
TEE LIMELIGHT GLARE this question rather than some other 
state. It was the old animosity break- 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) ing out again against New York. Mr. ‘ . 
Sur | so action to solet the extra one-half | Hobbs exlained that New Yorks 2) oye sent in this coupon 
Peeper Ot compass Pisses | Get ender" the jrladiction ‘ofthe Na 
ntion said that the extra one-half percent was rene g tongs okay pon ge cs a 
of being held in his state in trust awaiting paar = worms a tea sey Bye 4 
: the decision. Commissioner Button said | Pendent compensation board. -figggna 
ints that he would collect the extra one-half | that there is a great difference in ex- _ 
percent from Ohio companies regardless | Perience in New York between large and *. 
of any action the convention might take. | Small premium risks. He felt that what x 
Ipany Superintendent Beha said that in his New York did would be important and ~~ 
what opinion all states could be enjoined undoubtedly the state authorities would ‘ 
ee of from collecting the extra tax based on | 8ive the question their best thought. He ‘ 
rance the Ohio injunction if companies chose | Said so far as risks under $400 premium 4 
O the to make a contest. are concerned, the books of the com- Sehlesco- . 
epted panies showed that numerically three- Shure Mig. Ce.. q 
com- Commissioner Benson’s Position fourths of their business was in = Des Maines, la. *. 
Littee, Saat — 6 4: | group. The premium volume from the I am interested ia % 
Par- : op angeeged wea ys poi f small risks he said was considerable Schlesco-Shure. Send \ 
reso coation on Areal ta companies. He | also. Commissioner Button of Virginia by ‘the unite ‘\ 
duced ~~ ae *. oe : os ee FM said that an attempt was made to have 7 
- Cin- believes that : is yg dig ag od his state decide the question but inas- Ter colina oar co: % 
opted the Oall b that the oie gg Pe ‘lor | much as a good many of the states have cure them. ‘\ 
com- taxes will bring an epGeeC Of similar | become accustomed to the tail wagging N ‘\ 
ee to legislation. He said that the Ohio legis- | the dog he felt that here was a case -pgnlnatnaiamnnais am % 
lature — bey ond all reasonable limits. | where the rating authorities might as SS NES RETA EE ™ 
cons Commissioner Button stated that | tt atest wlth the to Sleate be \ 
the panies of other states relied on the home cama & ante tan Sak SERS bee ae titties, 
te le state companies to guard the citadels in | ** ’ : ‘ 
epted their own states and keep the taxes | Rules on Examinations Posktdam .20...ccccccccsccesccsvcesecs veveeeee ® 
ae ideal ane” cation teare totomee’' Between sessions on Wednesday the 
aukee agrees ; : , | co ittee on convention examinations 
east ieee oe apn i oe >t ene Ee sinenaan seocion Chairman 
ona eee. te tee senvente, ar mege yr Button called attention to the fact that 
oners companies, insurance companies and the | ‘a 1984 the convention paceed 2 rele gre- 
IS nk like. ze t ’ | viding that departments that employ 
eceiv- wast ef Retelintery Laws | special examiners, consulting actuaries 
‘neral The retaliatory laws, he declared,| or accountants should not pay them 
com- serve to press home companies to re-| more than $25 a day exclusive of ex- 
inter- sist efforts of their own state legisla-| penses. Where a person of this kind 
_ ture to increase insurance taxes. He| represents more than one department 
pads said that retaliatory laws therefore were | his entire charge should not exceed 
._® a weapon that other states had in pen- | $50 a day. He said that there has been 
ution. alizing companies of states where tax | some departure of this custom and he 
will had been increased. Commissioner | hoped the commissioners would ob- 
prob- Taggart said that there was no doubt} serve the rule. Furthermore he said 
riters about all the states getting their money | that in valuing home office buildings the 
eting from the Ohio companies if the injunc- | rule of the convention was that no 
tion secured by the Metropolitan Life | higher value should be placed on such a - . — _ 
=> were dissolved. He did not believe that | structure than would yield 3% percent. SCHLESCO-SHURE MAKES AN UNDESIRABLE LINE DESIRABLE 
com- the laws allowed a trust fund to be | 
dison, set up unless the commissioner becomes Raney Seuges Saaeeaeaen 
anal responsible. He did not feel that he Director Bailey of Illinois sought in- 
other wanted to assume this responsibility. formation, stating that a legal reserve 
Commissioner Safford of Ohio said | company in his state, viz., the Public aN 
pecial that if the decision goes against the | Life of Chicago, had been placed in the 
“dar Metropolitan Life the Ohio companies | hands of a receiver with him as official 
merly of course will pay all their obligations | liquidator. It had $500,000 reserves and 
“ in the way of extra taxes imposed in| the assets were about that amount. The 





the reciprocal laws of other states. 
Small Premium Compensation Risks 


C. W. Hobbs, representative of the 
National Convention of Insurance Com- 
missioners in the National Council ou 
Compensation Insurance, called atten- 
tion to the situation regarding small 
premium risks. He said that there are 
two opposing carrier groups, stock com- 


panies desiring higher minimum rates | 
and mutuals opposing such action. They | 


have been far apart and seemingly were 
unreconcilable. He thinks, however, 
that the two groups are nearer together 
than they were previously. A confer- 
ence committee was appointed to sub- 
mit to New York the recommendation 
regarding minimum risks. He said that 
as he understood it the report was ready 
tor submission to the insurance super- 
intendent so that early action could be 
taken. ; 
Should Await Action 


He. felt therefore that the commis- 
sioners should not take any action un- 
til New York had passed on the matter. 
He acknowledged that it was a vexed 
question. He said that if the two groups 
can be harmonized to act along public 
interest lines much better feeling would 


prevail. He said that what is done in | 


New York will perhaps be followed to 
4 great extent in many other states. The 
action in New York, he said, is by no 
means binding on any other state. 





policies had lapsed under order of court. 
He inquired whether he was authorized 
to reinsure this business and if so can 
the policies be revised. He said that 
the net assets will meet the outstanding 
liabilities. The commissioners felt that 
the question would depend practically 
cn the question of solvency and the re- 
insurance contract. Liability ceased at 
the time of the appointment of the re- 
ceiver. Some of the commissioners 
stated that if a company should enter 


| into a reinsurance agreement it un- 


doubtedly would reinstate the policies, 
otherwise the rights of policvholders 
would cease. It was said that it was a 
matter for the reinsurance company and 
the court to determine. In some states 
companies put in the hands of a re- 
ceiver can be continued by the liquidat- 
ing officer. 
Much Work Cleaned Up 


President Caldwell was particularly 
anxious at this session to clear the decks 
as far as possible. There had been many 
deferred questions referred to different 
committees that were hanging fire and 
had not been disposed of. He urged the 
various committees to get busy and act 
one way or another on these subjects. 
The laws and legislation committee, of 
which Commissioner Monk is chairman, 
got rid of almost all the topics assigned 
it. Some of the other committees cleared 


the decks. 


$6,000. 





They Wanted to Secure 
The Dry Cleaners Insur- 
ance Business—Why Not 
Follow Their Example 


SCHLESCO-SHURE UNITS are listed as stand- 
ard by Underwriters Laberatories. 

Approved by N. Y. Industrial Code Commission. 

A ted inent 1 . 


pereved and © by 
ance and fire officials. Designed te comply with 
all State and City Fire Regulations. 


-Shure preducts are distributed te Dry 
en BW threugh the Glever Sales Ce. 





tive Sehiesce-Shure users. 


chlescos re 


MANUFACTURING ‘ COMPANY 








‘DES MOINES 1OWA- 


THE GLOVER SALES CO. 


n Taggart Grows Satirical a " . . 
s one The University Insurance Agency has 
s and At thi : pe ai > = been formed at Seaftle by R. P. Williams KANSAS CI T ¥ Py MO. 
arded the us point Col. Taggart again} and L. B. Puryear. Capitalization is 
i ! threw himself before the spotlight by a 


Exclusive Distributors of Schlesco-Shure Products to Dry Cleaners 
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More Than 
One Tail to 
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| CHANGES IN THE FIELD 








—_ 


ROY M. SIMPSON PROMOTED | for the New Brunswick. He will con. 


Ohio Special Agent of Automobile of | 


Hartford Becomes State Agent for 
Company in Kentucky 


Roy T. Owens has resigned as Ken- | 


tucky state agent of the Automobile of 


Hartford and the Standard Fire. The |} 


Kentucky field has been placed in tem- 
porary charge of Special Agent V. G. 
Richesin of Kansas City. After Jan. 1 
the field will be under the supervision of 
Roy M. Simpson, whose title will be 
state agent. Mr. Simpson has been trav- 
eling Ohio for many years for the Au- 
tomobile and the Fire & Marine Under- 
writers. Mr. Owens was in the Ken- 


tucky field for the Automobile and the | 


Standard for six and one-half years. 


A. R. Stroud 


A. R. Stroud, formerly farm special 
agent for the National Union of Pitts- 
burgh, has been appointed special agent 
in Kentucky for the American Central 
of St. Louis, to succeed Julius V. Bow- 
man, who goes with the Fire Associa- 
tion Jan. 1. Roy W. Smith, assistant 


secretary of the American Central, was | 


in Louisville this week and announced 
the new appointment. 
Joseph W. Bryant 


Joseph W. Bryant has resigned as 
Virginia special agent for the Philadel- 


phia Fire & Marine and the Alliance, | 


subsidiaries of the North America. He 
had been traveling for these two com- 
panies out of Richmond for several 


years. Previously, he was special agent | 


for the Star. He has yet to announce 
his plans for the future. Before entering 


field work Mr. Bryant was connected | 


with a Richmond local agency. 


Russell F. Hauenstein 


Russell F. Hauenstein of Elkhart, 
Ind., has been appointed special agent 
in Indiana for the Bankers & Shippers, 
Pacific, and New Jersey. Mr. Hauen- 
stein formerly traveled in several states 


| tinue to make headquarters at Elkhart, 


A. N. Langdon 


| <A. N. Langdon, who for some time 
| has been an engineer in the special risk 
department of the New York Under- 
writers, has been appointed Michigan 
| special agent of the company. His 
headquarters will be at Detroit. He guc- 
| ceeds H. A. McMartin, who has re- 
| signed after more than seven years of 
| service in the Michigan field to join 
the Wright-Hoyt local agency at Port 
Huron, Mich. 


T. G. Brown 


T. G. Brown, assistant superintendent 
of the sprinkler department of the Auto- 
mobile of Hartford, has been appointed 
special agent for Connecticut for the 
| Automobile, succeeding Monroe E, 
Mitchell, who has resigned after many 
years of service to devote more of his 
time to interests in Florida. Mr. Brown 
is a thoroughly experienced insurance 
man who has a wide following among 
the Connecticut agents. 


Leonard C. Kline 


Leonard C. Kline has resigned as 
Missouri state agent for the Westches- 
ter, which position he has held since 
1920, and will open a local agency of 
his own at 100 New York Life building, 
Kansas City, Jan. 1. 

Mr. Kline for the past three years 
has been vice-president of the Phister 
Insurance Company of that city, con- 
ducting his out-of-town business under 
his own name, but doing his local busi- 
ness under the name of the Phister 
Company. 


Cc. N. Wilkinson 


C. N. Wilkinson, formerly special 
agent of the Sun for Connecticut, has 
resigned and will succeed Arthur L, 
Michelson, transferred to the Massa- 
chusetts field, as special agent of the 
Employers Fire for Connecticut. Mr. 
Wilkinson will make his headquarters 
with George R. Burton & Sons at New 
Haven, Conn. 




















F. I. CRISFIELD HONORED 


F. I. Crisfield, general adjuster of the 
Liverpool & London & Globe, was the 
guest at a dinner given for him in New 
York City last week in celebration of 
the completion of his 45th year of serv- 
ice with the company. The host was A. 
Duncan Reid, joint general attorney 
of the company. C. <A. Notting- 
ham, manager of the eastern depart- 
ment, presided. Mr. Crisfield was pre- 
sented with a gold service medal in the 
form of a watch fob. 

Mr. Crisfield, whose father also was 
an employe of the L. & L. & G., entered 
the service of the company in 1882. 
After 17 years of office training he was 
appointed special agent in western New 
York. Following 15 years of field ex- 
perience, he was recalled to New York 
and was made general adjuster in 1914. 

* * * 
WILDCATTERS ACTIVE 
Sponsors of wildcat fire companies 


were quick to take advantage of the 
opening afforded them through the re- 


duced line writing policy of the ortho- | 


dox offices, and have been flooding the 
country with circular matter offering to 
supply insurance to complete necessary 
covers and at cut rates. These irre- 
sponsible concerns are handled by bro- 
kers located for the most part in Jer- 
sey City and in Philadelphia, this city 
having been made too warm for them 
by the (N. Y.) department. The postal 


VIEWED FROM NEW YORK 


By GEORGE A. WATSON 








authorities are understood to be watch- 
ing the operations of the wildcatters, 
and if sufficient evidence can be procured 
of their using the mails for fraudulent 
purposes, swift prosecution will result. 
Agents and brokers the country over 
should be on their guard against con- 
cerns of this character who have be- 
come increasingly active in_ recent 
months. 
*x* x * 

HOMESTEAD’S CAPITAL INCREASE 


The Homestead Fire of Baltimore will 
increase its capital in January from 
$125,000 to $500,000. Stockholders will 
have the right to subscribe to the new 
stock at $20 a share on the basis of one 
share for every one held. The stock is 
now quoted over the counter 75 bid and 
has been placed on a 6 percent annual 
dividend basis. Its par value is $10. 

The Homestead was added to the 
Home group in 1924 and is now oper- 
ated as a unit of that group. It has 
progressed rapidly since Home _ inter- 
ests assumed control. 

* * x 
DUES INCREASE PROPOSED 





At a dinner meeting of the Fire, Ma- 
rine & Liability Brokers Association of 
New York City a plan for increasing 
dues was submitted. The plan proposes 
dues on a basis graduated from $30 to 
| $250 a vear, the graduations numbering 


five. The plan is that the present dues 
of $30 will apply to all members’ offices 
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having annual premium income of less | 
than $500,000. The maximum dues of 
$250 would apply to offices having pre- | 
mium income of $2,000,000 or. more. | 
Each member is to select the class of | 
dues which in his judgment he should | 


ay. i 

A special committee of five will pro- 
ceed with putting the plan into effect. 
Amendments to the by-laws and the 
plans of the organization will be neces- 
sary before the new dues scale can be- 
come effective. 

Charles S. Rosensweig reported at the 
meeting that the special committee of 
the association which has for some time 
been in conference with a special com- 
mittee of the casualty companies on a 
yniform application blank and binder for 
casualty lines feels that a satisfactory 
plank and a revised binder wil! soon 
be perfected and probably will be in use 
shortly after the first of the year. 


* * * 
COLONIAL STATE READY TO WRITE 
License to begin writing business 


probably will be issued to the Colonial 
State Fire, which has completed its or- 
ganization and is being examined by the 
New York department. It will start 
with $200,000 capital and $275,000 paid- 
in surplus. 
* * * 
TREGASKIS WELL QUALIFIED 


Oswald Tregaskis, eastern department 
manager of the Sun of London and Pa- 
triotic. who assumes the legal end of 
the United States manager’s office, Jan. 
1, has had a fine training with the old 
corporation. Mr. Tregaskis is a well 





OSWALD TREGASKIS 
Sun’s Eastern Department Manager 


up within the Sun’s walls. Those who 
have come in contact appreciate his 
delightful personality and realize that he 
is a man of underwriting ability. 

* * 3 
APPROVE GUARDIAN FIRE INCREASE 


Shareholders of the Guardian Fire of 
New York at their meeting Tuesday 
unanimously approved the suuggested 
issuance of 20,000 shares of new stock, 
per be sold 


par value $1.25 to 


, 
Share, 





trained underwriter, having been brought 


at $50. 








AS SEEN FROM CHICAGO 
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NEW AGENCY ORGANIZED 


A. J. Noble & Co. has been elected a 
Class 1 member of the Chicago Board. 
Mr. Noble is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Illinois. He started his insur- 
ance career in the western department of 
the Aetna, where he had worked in prac- 
tically all departments for about two 
years. 


he rounded out his experience in local 
agency work. After leaving that agency 
he immediately formed his new com- 
pany with offices in the Webster build- 
ing. He will have associated with him 
as manager of the agency C. H. Dick- 
inson, who was also associated 


been connected with several local agen- 
cies in Chicago during the past 12 years 
and has a large acquaintance among the 
brokers. 

x * * 

FIELD CLUB TO ELECT 
Election of officers will be the princi- 

pal. business matter before the annual 
meeting of the Cook County Field Club, 
to be held in the Atlantic Hotel banquet 
room tonight (Thursday). 
Program of entertainment has been 
prepared. Among the entertainers will 
be some well-known radio stars and 
Walter Eckersall, former football star 
who is now a nationally known sports 
writer for daily newspapers. 

i 2 2 

JACOBS IS LAID UP 


A. S. Jacobs, Chicago and Cook 


county manager of the Queen, suffered | 


an attack in his office one day last week 
and is now recuperating at his home. 
Mr. Jacobs is expected to be at work 
in a short time. 
x * * 
CONGESTED DISTRICT BROKEN 


The local agents in Chicago now feel 
that the congested district is - divided 
into four parts because of fireproof of- 
fice buildings or sprinklered risks run- 
ning along two streets for a consider- 
able distance. For instance, La Salle 
Street from Jackson boulevard to Wash- 
ington street is now fortified on both 





He then became associated with | 
W. G. Lemay & Co. in Chicago, where | 


with | 
W. G. Lemay & Co. Mr. Dickinson has | 


An excellent | 


{ 


sides with fire resisting buildings. It 
would be almost impossible for a fire 
to get across La Salle street. Adams 
street also is becoming a thoroughfare 
well fortified to break a conflagration. 
Companies in fixing their lines undoubt- 
edly are guided by these facts. 
’ & * 
OLD TIMERS’ LUNCHEON 


Frank F. Holmes, one of the veteran 
| local agents in Chicago, started a move- 
| ment to have once a year 2 luncheon of 
| the old-timers in the business. A lunch- 
| eon was held Wednesday of this week at 
the Standard Club. Frank Barbour was 
| chairman of the arrangements. The 
committee in addition to Mr. Barbour 
|and Mr. Holmes, consisted of Nathan 
| Klee; J. J. Van Every and Jacob M. 
| Loeb. The announcement said: “There 
| Was no program, no oratory, no poli- 
| tics, no policies.” 

xk * * 

HOME FIRES INCREASE 


| 
Illinois field men report that the cold 
| snap of last week produced the usual 
|} increase of dwelling and apartment 
| house fires caused by overheated stoves, 
| furnaces and boiler plants, and that the 
| number decreased as soon as the weather 
| became more moderate. New business 
| in the straight fire line is reported be- 
low normal for this season in some west- 
| ern department offices, and as no better 
| than normal in most others. 
eS © 
NEW CLASS 1 MEMBERS 


W. N. Achenbach, western manager 
of the Aetna; S. M. Buck of the Trans- 
continental and W. W. Heise of the 
William W. Heise Agency have been 
| elected Class 1 members of the Chicago 
Board. Mr. Achenbach succeeds John 
M. Thomas, the former western man- 
ager of the Aetna, and Mr. Buck suc- 
ceeds A. H. Grupe with the Transconti- 
nental. 

* * * 
NOVEMBER INSPECTION REPORT 


As. shown by the records of the fire 
prevention department of the Western 
Actuarial Bureau, there were eight in- 





conducted by the various state fire pre- | 
vention association in November, in | 
which 175 field men participated. 
Of the 1,072 risks inspected, 884 were | 
criticized, 4,050 defects having been dis- | 
covered. In connection with the sev- | 
eral campaigns, there were 43 addresses 
made, of which thirty-four were before 
10,771 children, and nine to 1,170 adults. 
Invitations for these campaigns were 
received from local chamber of com- 
merce, businessmen’s organizations, Ki- 
wanis, Rotary and Lions Clubs. 
2 @ 
ILLINOIS BLUE GOOSE DINNER 


The Illinois 


Blue Goose honored its 
past most loyal ganders at a dinner 
Monday evening in Chicago presided 
over by Most Loyal Gander R. W. Tap- 
per of the Rhode Island. Past most 
loyal ganders present were W. J. Son- 
nen, St. Paul F. & M.; Raymond Wal- 
dron, Rochester Department; C. G. 
Wonn, Northern Assurance; R. F. Wol- | 


tersdorff, Atlas; T. M. Hogan, Du- 
buque; J. L. Lateer, Agricultural; 
George T. Mielke, Commercial Union, | 


and C. J. Lingenfelder, America Fore. 
They were all presented with an emblem 
in honor of their service. Letters of re- 
gret were received from Most Loyal | 
Grand Gander Geraghty, Grand Super- | 


visor of the Flock C. J. Harris, Grand 
Custodian of the Goslings D. L. Mc- 


| Coy, Grand Guardian of the Nest H. L. 


Rose, Grand Keeper of the Golden Goose 
Egg W. F. C. Fellers, Past Most Loyal 
Grand Gander Wirt Leake of Dallas, 
Past Most Loyal Grand Gander H. 
Verne Meyers, Waterloo, Ia.; W. E. Mal- 
lalieu, general manager of the National 
Board; Past Most Loyal Grand Gander 
Frank G. Snyder of Louisville and R. 
E. Vernor, Chicago, deputy most loyal 
grand gander at large. A. Monroe, 
former most loyal gander of the Illinois 
pond, also sent a letter. There were 
present at the dinner Past Most Loyal 
Grand Ganders W. J. Sonnen, W. T. 
Benallack of the Michigan Fire & Ma- 


rine, Fred W. Ranson, Providence 
Washington, and John F. Stafford of 
the Sun, all of whom spoke briefly. 


Grand Wielder of the Goose Quill Paul 
E. Rudd ran down from Milwaukee and 
extended greetings. Mr. Benallack stated 
that he had never missed attending a 
meeting of the grand nest on the annual 
meeting of the Michigan pond. He is 
now the oldest most loyal grand gander 
in point of active service still in the 
business. Others who spoke were Percy 
3ugbee of the New England pond, who 
is chief engineer of the National Fire 
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BREVOORT 


HOTEL 
Madison Street CHICAGO 


East of LaSalle 
[Insurance Headquarters 


Brevoort Hotel upholds 
worthily the best traditions of 
American hotels famed for hos- 
pitality. 
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CEDAR RAPIDS, IA. | 
HOTEL ROOSEVELT 


Rates: Room without Bath with private Lava- | 
tories $1.50 and up. Booms with Bath, Shower | 
| or Tub $2.50 and up. 
| EB. G. KILL, Mer. 














In Des Moines it’s 


CHAMBERLAIN 


Hotel 


Most Centrally Located 
250 Fireproof Rooms 





“ees + 7% i 
: 2 lf stem gas J 
Also A te Carte Service 
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NEW 
NICOLLET 
HOTEL 


Minneapolls 


Every room an outside room. Finest 
Ballroom in Northwest. Every facility 
for conventions up to 1,500. 


al 
B. CLARK, Manage? 
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RATE REDUCING 
APPLIANCES 
Non-Explosive Safety Cans and 

| Automatic Oil Waste Cans 


} Each can bears the label of the 

H Underwriters’ Laboratories and 

the Associated Factories Mutual 
Fire Insurance Companies. 


Justrite Manufacturing Co. 





The Reliable 


Fire Insurance Company 
of Dayton, Ohio 














2067 Southport Ave. Chicago, IIL | 


.H. Kuhlman, Pree. Wen. F. Kramer, Seco’y 
bf ig ne and H. J. Favorite, 
Special Agents 











spection and educational campaigns 
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Wish 





The Harmonia wishes pou a 
happy Christmas, brimming 
with good cheer and fellowship 
—tinging with merrp festivity; 
and extends sincere thanks to its 
agents for their cooperation 


during the past pear. 


All through the coming 
months mapa healthy prosper- 
ity attend pou. The Harmonia 
Stands readp to lend everp 
possible assistance to its agents 
toward that end. 


Progressive, well 


qualified 


agents will do well to com 
sider representation in their 


agency for the 


HARMONIA 


Fire Insurance Company 


NEW YORK OFFICE 
59 MAIDEN LANE 














Organized 1859 


NATIONAL LIBERTY 


Insurance Company of America 


Home Office and Western Dept. 
709 Sixth Ave., New York City, N. Y. 





Statement—July 1, 1927 


PREMIUM RESERVE 
RESERVE FOR LOSSES, and 


All Other Liabilities............ 


eeee see 


paset an -$23,738,719.85 


1,500,000.00 
9,246,204.77 


1,307,768.67 


SURPLUS TO POLICYHOLDERS....... 13,184,746.41 























Protection Association; T. R. Weddell 
of the “Insurance Post” and C. M. Cart- 
wright, THe NATIONAL UNDERWRITER. 

The living most loyal ganders of the 
Illinois pond who were not present at 
the banquet were Carroll L. De Witt 
of Fred S. James & Co., New York; E. 
T. Tanner, Security at Rockford; R. A. 
Buckman of Chicago, Royal; A. R. 
Monroe of Indianapolis, formerly presi- 
dent of the Newark; W. J. Nolan, west- 
ern field supervisor for the Meserole 
companies, and A. J. Meyer of the Au- 
tomobile. The banquet arrangements 
were made by Patricio Juniper Valam- 
brosia McKian, the wielder of the goose 
quill in Illinois. The banquet was a 
success in every particular. 

ee 1 


WRESTLING WITH COMMISSIONS 


The Chicago Board’s special commit- 
tee appointed to take up the subject of 
commissioners for Class 2 and brokers 
is holding meetings with committees of 
the Western Insurance Bureau and 
Western Union. The cleavage comes 
over the question of Class 1 commis- 
sions. Some companies are perfectly 
willing to have the Chicago Board go 
ahead and adopt a program for brokers 
and Class 2, feeling that if this is done, 
a step will be taken in the right direc- 
tion. Other companies say that they 
will not agree to any plan unless com- 
missions for Class 1 are regulated at the 
same time. It seems natural that Class 
1 will not regulate its own compensa- 
tion. Nevertheless companies taking the 
position that they will not agree to a 
halfway program, say that if the Class 
1 members arrive at a program for the 
other classes then the joint company 
committee should simultaneously ar- 
range a commission program for Class 1. 
Many companies say that the plan 
adopted by the Western Union at its 
last meeting is feasible and logical. 

od * * 

BUGBEE AT WORK IN CHICAGO 

Percy Bugbee, chief engineer of the 
National Fire Protection Association, 
has been in Chicago for two months get- 
ting in touch with business concerns and 
bringing to their attention the fire waste 
problem which is regarded now as a 
public one. The National Fire Protec- 
tion Association is seeking to raise a 
fund of $500,000 to pay the expense of a 
campaign of information and education 
among the people as to the necessity of 
reducing the annual fire waste. The IIli- 
nois Manufacturers Association has 
backed the project. A number of promi- 
nent business men in Chicago are co- 
operating with Mr. Bugbee. 

Mr. Bugbee is interviewing business 
concerns in the effort to raise Chicago’s 
share of the quota. He is pointing out 
the fact that the large enterprises are 
primarily responsible for the campaign 
to cut down fire loss. Mr. Bugbee spoke 
before the Insurance Club of Chicago 
Tuesday evening, outlining the plan he is 
following, telling what he hopes to ac- 
complish and detailing some of the more 


important work of the National Fire 
Protection Association. 
* * * 
THREE WIN TUTTLE KEY 
Seven members of the Northwestern 


University School of Commerce class 
of 1926 who were elected to the Delta 
Mu Delta, the honorary scholarship so- 
ciety of the school, took the fire insur- 


ance course in the school, and three 
of the six members of the 1927 class 
elected to the society also took the 


fire course. One member of the 1926 
class won the Tuttle key offered by 
Charles R. Tuttle, general manager of 
the North America, and two members 
of the 1927 class won the key. 

In an article in the November issue 
of “Northwestern Commerce” Mr. Tut- 
tle says in part: 

“While the fact that the young men 
who have availed themselves of these 
fire insurance scholarship have thereby 
instigated their purpose to engage in 
this business which I have found so fas- 
cinating, yet if I can add any additional 
incentive to consistent, determined, pur- 
poseful study and research, I want to 


do it if only in recognition and acknowl]- 
edgement of what profession has been 
to me, and so the idea of the scholarship 
key, with its competitive feature, oc- 
curred to me and the idea soon grew 
into an actuality, for these keys have 
been awarded to the classes of 1926 and 
1927.” 
* * * 

Harold Warner, United States mana- 
ger of the Liverpool & London & Globe, 
spent the first three days of this week 
at the western department office in 
Chicago. 

* 2¢ @ 

A. D. Yeaton, western general agent of 
the New Hampshire group, spent last 
week at the home office in Manchester. 

e &¢ s 

J. Lester Parsons, vice-president of 
the Crum & Forster group, is in Chicago 
this week. 

* * * 

John M. Thomas, vice-president of the 
Fire Association, is in Chicago this week, 
* * * 

United States Manager P. T. Kelsey of 
the Sun is visiting the western depart- 

ment this week. 
* * * 

W. M. Frink, western general agent of 
the Norwich Union, is in Chicago this 
week, 

* * * 

John L. Mylod, head of the automobile 
department at the United States office of 
the North British & Mercantile, is on a 
western trip. He is in Chicago this 
week. 

x * * 

An informal dance and bunco party will 
be held at the Bismarck hotel Jan. 14 by 
the employes of the western department 
of the Queen in Chicago. Those who are 
connected with insurance firms in Chi- 
cago are invited to attend. Tickets can 
be obtained at the Queen office at 175 
cents each. 





PARTNER WANTED 


A competent Fire Adjuster for a partner for the 
well established 18-year old Quincy Adjustment 
and Service Bureau, serving Illinois, Iowa and 
Missouri. A fine plant and marvelous location in 
this thriving city of 40,000. Address, Miss 
Blanche Gill, Quincy Adjustment and _ Service 
Bureau, Wells Bldg., Quincy, IL 








POSITION WANTED 


As Payroll Auditor for Chicago and Vicin- 
ity. Thorough knowledge of compensation 
and liability classification and ratings. Good 
references. Am 28 years old, married and 
have a University education. Address C-85, 
Care The National Underwriter. 








SANBORN MAPS 
of Current Issues at 
BARGAIN PRICES 


Providence, Newark, Rochester, 
Cincinnati, Detroit, Denver, Mil- 
waukee, St. Louis, Indianapolis, 
Minneapolis and in many Eastern 
and Mid-western States including 
Virginia. 

Write us for prices of maps which 
you would be interested in now or 
later. 


THE NEW BRUNSWICK FIRE 
INS. CO., New Brunswick, N. J. 








A REAL GOOD POSITION 
is hard to find 
SO IS A GOOD MAN 


work or hours, have ability to meet, advise, 
write good letters and sell the customer or 
prospect, fire, auto and casualty insurance. 
When replying state experience, age and 
starting salary. Replies will be held im strict- 
est confidence. Address C-86, care The Na- 
tional Underwriter. 











FOR SALE ; 

Genera] Insurance Agency located in the 
Calumet District within 17 miles of the Chi- 
cago Present owner desires to operate 
Finance business in the same office with the 
Insurance business with prospective buyer- 

ted in a community of 250,000 . 
Worth investigation. Address C-84, care 
The National Underwriter. 





——_ 











XUM 


nt of 
last 
ter. 


nt of 
icago 


if the 
week, 


ey of 
Part- 


nt of 
this 


1obile 
ice of 
on a 

this 


y will 
14 by 











December 15, 1927 











THE NATIONAL UND 








TAGGART ASKS FOR THE 
SUPPORT OF THE AGENTS 


UPHOLDS EXAMINATION PLAN 
Militant Pennsylvania Insurance Com- 


mission Gave Address Before the 
Agents at Wilkes-Barre 





Insurance Commissioner Taggart of | 


Pennsylvania and President Gilbert W. 
Mattson of the Pennsylvania Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents addressed the 
Luzerne County Insurance Exchange at 
Wilkes-Barre last week. There were a 
number of local agents from Scranton 
and Hazelton. Members of the Wilkes- 
Barre Life Underwriters association at- 
tended. 

Col. Taggart called attention to the 
fact that after the old system of exam- 
ination based upon local advisory boards 
of agents was abolished, conditions in 
the agency field rapidly became chaotic; 
that there were many cases in which 
companies and the public were victims 
of the unscrupulous and incompetent 
agents and brokers, and that conditions 
as he found them when he entered office 
required a radical change. 

Conducted With Rigid Fairness 


He assured his listeners that the ex- 
aminations he is now conducting would 
be conducted with the most rigid fair- 
He told his audience why he was 
convinced that it was necessary to ap- 
ply the present regulations to estab- 
lished agencies upon change of or 
extension of their operations, and he 
asked those agents who were long in 
the business and who were subject to 
the requirements of the new plan, for 
their assistance, even at some incon- 
venience to themselves, to the end that 
the insuring public of Pennsylvania 
might be served by a body of men of 


ness. 





territory. 


higher type in the future than in the | 


past. 

' President Mattson, of the Pennsyl- 
vania Association of Insurance Agents, 
spoke of the work of the association 
and the necessity of organization par- 
ticularly in the relation between com- 
panies and agents. Touching upon the 
question of compulsory automobile in- 
surance, he impressed upon the agents 
the fact if they would do their duty to 
the insuring public and more stren- 
uously urge the sale of voluntary auto- 


| liquidated assets of $252,394. 


mobile liability insurance, there would | 
be no demand on the part of the public | 


for compulsory insurance. 


FISHBACK WINS AGENCY ROW 


Washington Commissioner Carries Point 
—Pacific Board Votes to Rescind 
Rule 9 and Meet Demands 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14.—Com- 
missioner H. O. Fishback of Washing- 
ton apparently won his fight against the 


}1s a 


entorcement of the general agency rule | 


of the Pacific Board when at a special 
meeting of the board held here Dec. 12 
it was voted to rescind Rule 9 and com- 
ply with his demands, issued several 
weeks ago, to companies operating in 
Washington in which he accused the 
subscribing members of the board of dis- 
crimination and ordered them* to dis- 
continue the “unlawful practices in so 
lar as the same may be applicable to the 
transction of business within the 
of Washington.” 


Action on the part of the companies | 


was taken following consultation with 
attorneys in Washington and with Com- 
missioner Fishback because of the in- 
terpretation placed on the Washington 
law. 

_ There was a strong feeling in the fire 
‘nsurance district in San Francisco that 
the companies should have maintained 
their position and withdrawn from the 
State if necessary, leaving the property 
Owners and business of the state of 
Washington to be handled by the lim- 





state | 


ERWRITER 





AGREEMENT ON EXCEPTED 
CITIES IS BEFORE E. U. A. 


UNIFORM METHOD IS SOUGHT 


General Plan Already Approved, with 
Some Slight Variations for Different 
Cities Affected 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—At the gen- | 
eral meeting of the Eastern Underwrii- | 
ers Association here this afternoon, its | 
members had submitted them the form | 
of agreement for agents in the excepted | 
cities, the plan in considerable detail | 
having been approved several weeks | 
ago. The agreement for each of the | 
centers as prepared by the respective 
committees was substantially the same, 
such variations as appeared being in the 
phrasing and of slight moment. Doubt- 
less a uniform agreement has now been 
prepared. A conference with representa- 
tives of the Philadelphia Suburban Un- 
derwriters Association will be held by 
the Philadelphia committee of the East- 
ern Underwriters Association in this city 
Dec. 15, when an effort will be made to 
agree upon a commission for that 


sc ale 


ited mutuals, reciprocals and non-board- | 


ers. Such action would have undoubt- 
edly embarrassed not only Commis- | 
sioner Fishback but the entire com- 


it Was pointed out. 

The head offices of all the companies 
were advised of the action by wire im- 
mediately following the meeting in San 
Francisco and already discussions are 
being held in an effort to find a new so- 
lution to the situation which brought 
Rule 9 into effect following conferences 
with the eastern committee of 15. 


° . | 
mercial and credit structure of that state, 


Manufacturers Liability Status 


The receivers of the Manufacturers 
Liability of New Jersey since their ap- 
pointment on June 1 have increased the 
company’s bank balance of $14,098 to 
They also 
reported accounts outstanding consisting 
of premiums in the course of collection 
$656,966 and bills receivable $24,790. 
There are 2,000 lawsuits pending against 
the concern. 





E. A. Rademacher Dead 


Emil A. Rademacher of Milwaukee, 
state agent of the Home of New York 
group in Wisconsin, died Tuesday night | 
in the Waukesha Sanitarium. He was 
56 vears of age and is survived by his 
wife. He was one of the Wisconsin 
field veterans. 


— 


“Railway Age” Quotes Ives 


In the Nov. 26 issue of “Railway Age” 
a 2%-page abstract of an address 
titled “Insurance of Highway Carriers,” 
delivered by Henry Swift Ives, vice-pres- 
ident of the Casualty Information Clear- 
ing House, at the convention of the Na- 
tional Association of Railroad & Utility 
Commissioners recently held in Dallas, 
Tex. Mr. Ives’ address is one of the few 
by insurance men ever given considera- 
tion in a journal of the transportation 
industry 

In the paper Mr. Ives covers the mak- 
ing of insurance rates, difficulties which 
must be overcome before insurance pro- 
tection for motor vehicle common car- 
riers becomes as stabilized as ordinary 
automobile liability coverage, the effect 
of the speed of passenger motor buses 
on the attitude of insurers toward such 
risks, place the rules that may be ap- 
plied and the need for more elaborate 
and accurate statistical data on which 
proper rates for such risks may be pre- 
dicated. | 


— 


Miscellaneous Notes 


The Transportation of New 
been licensed in Illinois. 

The American Exchange Underwriters 
of New York has been licensed in Illi- 
nois. This is an inter-insurance ex- 
change. 


York has 
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of the Mountain 











New Hampshire’s Symbol of 
Strength and Solidity and 
Fitting Emblem for the 
‘‘New Hampshire Fleet’’ 
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FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
Manchester, N. H. 
Organized 1869 


GRANITE STATE 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
Portsmouth, N. H. 
Organized 1885 


COUNTY 


FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 
of Philadelphia 

Manchester, N. H. 

Organized 1832 
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Home State Responsibility 


WHETHER or not the action of Insur- 
ance Commissioner Derrick of Califor- 
nia in criticizing the Missouri depart- 
ment openly at the meeting of the 
NATIONAL CONVENTION OF INSURANCE 
CoMMISSIONERS in New York was wise 
or not we do not attempt to say. Mr. 
DerricK was condemned in some quar- 
ters because he made a statement of a 
very profound nature and far-reaching 
effect in an open meeting. Furthermore, 
his statement was given to the press and 
received wide publicity. 

Tue NATIONAL UNDERWRITER has made 
the claim from time to time that some 
states are very dilatory, inefficient and 
careless in examining their home state 
companies and seeing to it that they 
are kept in good financial condition. A 
number of commissioners have ex- 
pressed confidence in the Missouri de- 
partment. Certainly its personnel is 
able. Men high in official rank declared 
that the Missouri department does the 
very best it can but is confronted with 
serious problems owing to the interlock- 
ing relationships permitted by the law 
that enables one company to hold the 
stock of another, etc. Be that as it may, 
and we are not criticising Missouri, un- 
doubtedly Commissioner Derrick felt 
that his patience had been exhausted. 
He announced that after attempting to 
get information regarding the status of 
a life company he would no longer be 
bound by the rules of the convention but 
would make an examination himself. 

Each department should be responsi- 
ble for its home companies. If it dis- 
plays, however, lack of responsibility, if 


other departments find that questionable 
managements, those that are unscrupu- 
lous, those that are always on the border 
line of obeying laws are allowed to con- 
tinue and are seemingly protected by the 
state, then it will not be surprising to 
see commissioners of other states jump 
into the breach and assume responsi- 
bility. 

In a few outstanding states supervis- 
ory departments at the present time are 
weak and inefficient. They are subject 
to political influence. Companies that 
should have had the clamp put down 
long ago are allowed to continue. Prac- 
tices are tolerated that should not be 
permitted for a minute. State comity is 
a mighty good thing. We believe in 
states respecting the rights of others. 
In insurance, however, when a depart- 
ment assumes a don’t-care attitude or is 
diligently endeavoring to bolster up 
weak institutions, the time comes when 
other states conscientious regarding the 
indemnity sold their citizens have a 
right to break over convention rules. 

Each department should assume pri- 
mary responsibility for its home com- 
panies, be diligent in supervising them 
and not be subject to undue influence 
to allow such companies to become 
badly impaired financially. If it does it 
can expect other departments to step in 
and do what the home department 
should have done. In some departments 
an examination today means nothing. It 
is taken as a whitewash. Policyholders 
have not received proper protection. 
Commissioner Derrick’s action may 
tend to clear the atmosphere. 


Need for Separate Department 


At the annual meeting of the ILirnors 
ASSOCIATION OF INSURANCE AGENTS, a res- 
olution was adopted requesting the plac- 
ing of the state insurance department on 
a separate basis as it formerly was and 
having it removed from its present as- 
sociation with other bureaus under the 
director of trade and commerce. 

We are heartily in sympathy with this 
movement. We believe that a great mis- 
take was made in subordinating the IIli- 
nois insurance department in the state 
government. It is a department of par- 
ticular interest to the people. As a reve- 
nue producer it is second only to the 


secretary of state. The problems of in- 
surance, the duties of supervision and 
the scope of administration are so com- 
plex as to demand a superintendent, who 
is subordinate only to the chief execu- 
tive officer of the state. Where the in- 
surance department is linked up with 
other departments there is much con- 
fusion because the superintendent natu- 
rally has little authority unless it be 


granted by the director of trade and 
commerce. We believe that the pres- 
ent system in Illinois has weakened state 
supervision. There should be a real- 
lignment of the bureaus so that insur- 
ance should have a place all its own. 





E. C. Sweetland of George Hermann 
& Co., in Chicago, who has been at the 
Presbyterian Hospital for a month, was 
operated on Tuesday for ingrowing goi- 
ter. Mr. Sweetland is one of the best 
known men in the local ranks. 


George A. Arens 3 of Chicago, Illinois 
state agent of the North America, is 
bereaved owing to the death of Mrs. 
Arens at North Chicago Hospital. Mrs. 
Arens had been in rather bad shape for 
a month previous to her death. She 
suffered a stroke of paralysis and lin- 
gered but a few days afterwards. Mr. 
and Mrs. Arens had been married for 
38 years and were a devoted couple. 
A son and Mr. Arens survive. The 
son is in the Veterans’ hospital, having 
suffered a nervous breakdown in camp 
during the war from which he has never 
recovered. 

F. E. Willemson, who has been con- 
ducting the treaty reinsurance depart- 
ment of the Automobile of Hartford, 
will sail Jan. 4 for Europe, where he will 
make his permanent home in the future. 
He will go first to London and thence 
to Paris, Madrid and finally Lisbon. He 
plans to establish himself in a reinsur- 
ance way, having a wide acquaintance 
with insurance companies all over the 
universe, having served in different de- 
partments in many different countries. 


John M. Thomas, new vice-president 
of the Fire Association, was the guest 
of honor of the Philadelphia staff of 
the North America at a dinner in Phila- 
delphia last week. Mr. Thomas’ asso- 
ciate, Vice-president Walter L. Maillot 
of the Fire Association, also was a guest 
Almost all of the senior officers of the 
North America were present. 


John C. Harding of Harding & Lin- 
inger, western managers of the Spring- 
field Fire & Marine, and Mrs. Harding 
have announced in their home at Evans- 
ton, Ill., the engagement of their daugh- 
ter, Margaret, to Allen Campbell Mackay 
of Newark, Miss Harding at- 
tended Principia academy at St. Louis 
and later was_a pupil at Northwestern 
University. She is a prime favorite 
among her friends. 

Mr. Mackay is a native of Sioux City, 
Ta., but is now in the advertising busi- 
ness in the east. He studied landscape 
gardening and did some remarkaably 
fine work in laying out large estates. 
He is a graduate of Ames. 


A. J. Meyer of Chicago, special agent 
of the Automobile of Hartford in IIli- 
nois, is now in the Ottawa Tubercular 
Sanitarium at Ottawa, Ill. Mr. Meyer 
has not been in good shape for some 
time and found it necessary to take 
treatment. A number of field men have 
called on him when they were in Ot- 
tawa. He is given a leave of absence 
by his company. 

Charles H. Harraden of Berwyn, IIL, 
a suburb of Chicago, veteran insurance 
man, died Tuesday morning from pneu- 
monia. Mr. Harraden was formerly 
managing underwriter of the Buckeye 
National Fire of Toledo. Recently he 
has been connected with the Insurance 
Producers Bulletin. For a number of 
years he traveled for the Girard. He 
was a local agent in Chicago for a long 
time before taking up field work. 

Mrs. J. D. Dux, wife of J. D. Dux, 
president of Hollister, Dux & Hollister, 
Sioux Falls, S. D., died at her home in 
Sioux Falls last week. She was 45. Be- 
sides her husband, Mrs. Dux is sur- 
vived by a daughter, 9, and two sisters. 
Mrs. Dux was born in Waterbury, Conn. 
Mr. Dux, who was elected secretary of 
the South Dakota agents’ association at 
its recent annual meeting, has been for 
many years a field man in the state, and 





is widely known in North and ‘Sa 
Dakota and Minnesota. 


The St. Paul office of the Western 
Adjustment recently received this gem 
in connection with an automobile loss 
in Minnesota: 
been Out of town And the Secy. Did Ans 
this Letter. Im Drawing a Diagram of 
the road As Close As i Can And yoy 
can See for your Self. This Woman was 
Caming on the Left side of the Roag 
And I was on the Right Side and | 
Stayed there Tills I got Right up on her 
And She Made Afort To Move So of 
Course I Could take my choice Hit Her 
or ture To the Left And she Stayed op 
the Left. But speeded Up her car Ang 
hit mind On A blow On the Back Eng 


of my car. And Swang it Around. Ang 
We were Luckey that Did Not tur 
Around. Over Head And Get killed. 


The ouner name of the car Is ... 
And Some lady From Startville Had Bar. 
rowed His Car And Did Not even Know 


What Side of the Road to Drive on. Ang 
Naturley Taught She was Right. this 
is the Dope On this Wreck. They Haye 


Not a penny to There Name And I don't 
think They ever will. So it would Be 
a Loosing propersition To try And Coj-. 
lect. But they Are Sure Guilty And] 
Have two good Withness Ant they are 
Men of Great Posability. 

Hoping this Will Give you all The 


dope. If not Will Cherrfully Give yoy 
anything you want. In regards To this 
Wreck. 


Your truley, 


L. W. Alexander, | local agent of Fay- 
etteville, Tenn., may not be a poet, but 
he is something of a versifier. Recently 
he covered a lot of hogs in transit on 
wagon or automobile under a _ $250 
floater policy. In submitting the bus- 
ness to a general agent, he broke into 
verse as follows: 

As to liability under this floater, 
We feel that chance is seldom remoter 
Of total loss being incurred. 


Still, as it’s neither pig iron nor water, 
Bacon can burn, and maybe we oughter 
Ask for a further word 


From you, agreeing in case of flame and 
smoke 

Your company will not find itself dead 
broke 

And have to pay the whole two fifty, 

When maybe or 
ascended 

As the fire skyward wended 

While the others rode on nifty. 


only one two pigs 


So by endorsement, just say that fifteen 
Or twenty dollars, whether fat or lean, 
Is all that one hog is worth. 


And we'll thank you over and over again 

For the risk, because-we don’t know 
when 

We've had more occasion for mirth. 

The Round Table organization of the 
Union League Club of Chicago will hold 
its annual festivities next Saturday after- 
noon. W. E. Higbee of Fred S. James 
& Co. will preside. There will be some 
special decorations. John M; Thomas, 
vice- president of the Fire Association 
will be on from Philadelphia. As usual 
with regard to those that depart for for- 
eign shores, Mr. Thomas’ will be re 
quired to furnish a bond guaranteeing 
that he will not return permanently to 
Chicago. 

E. B. Hatch, secretary of the West 
ern Union, will be elevated to knight 
hood. The initiates are C. E. Varley, 
Springfield Fire & Marine; J. R. Wil 
bur, America Fore, and Harold A. Mit 
ler, North America. 

Keen and cutting 

is the air? 
What care I how 

keen it be, 
If by chance I 

get my share 
Of its crispness 

fresh and fair, 
In the heart and 

soul of me? 
—WwW. Lightfoot Bennett, Chicag®. 
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NE today is worth two tomor- 
= O rows,” said Poor Richard. And 
“ss | when that one day is Christmas, 
aa it may truly be said to be worth many 
The tomorrows. 





For what better day is there in the 
calendar? Then comes the joy of 
et, but living, the feeling of good fellowship, 
asit on of “Peace on earth, good will toward 


a $250 ” 
. 


e busi- men 


And after Christmas—the New Year. 
With it comes the inspiring thought of 
yaghter new things to come—new hopes, new 
joys. Even life itself seems to start 


aa afresh with the coming of the New 

ee Year. 

ae Then let us wish you the Season’s 
greetings with all the joy and happi- 

olan ness that life can bring to you for the 

- coming year, and years and years to 

a come. 

irth. 

i THE FRANKLIN FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 

on of Philadelphia 

ciation Organized 1829 
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Varley, 

2. Wil- 

A. Mil 





Q Perry Christmas and a Happy New Vear 
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COMPARISON OF PREMIUMS 


Western Virginia Agents Prepare Table 
to Show Non-uniformity Companies 
Cut Little Figure 


CHARLESTON, W. VA., Dec. 14.— 
A table showing the premium receipts 
of the non-uniformity companies in 
West Virginia for the last three years 
has been prepared by the West V irginia 
Association of Fire Insurance Agents 
for the purpose of proving its conten- 
tion ‘that the amount of business done 
by such companies is in volume an in- 
significant amount. It is true that the 

companies have been slowly gaining in 
amount of business done. Some of the 
agents assert that the gains in the next 
few years to come will be more marked 
if they can have any say in the matter. 

Another thing they are talking about 
is the idea of organizing in every large 
town an agency that will deal solely 
with non-uniformity fire companies. 
Whenever a large line of insurance is to 
be written, the non-conforming com- 
panies would be given a liberal slice, or 
as much as they might accept. 

The table showing comparison in pre- 
mium receipts of all the non-conforming 
companies with the totals of the com- 
panies that are demanding separation, 
compiled from insurance department 
records, is as follows: 


Non-Uniformity Companies 





1924 1925 1926 

SE oi bs aca dane, aie wa 7.955 $ 9,797 
MITIBMGO occscecc 17,956 8,719 536 
Amer. Equit. 23,242 80,581 44,388 
Birmingham . Mas gadese” Seketas 266 
i we cd 14,340 30,851 25,264 
Columbian Nat.. 7,819 11,836 9,931 
Eureka Secur.. 3,506 8,489 095 
Export ...... 134 1,045 2,024 
Farmers Fire.. 2,722 3,749 6,249 
Hampton Roads 11,572 23,767 16,691 
Import. & Exp.. ...... 35.409 61,640 
Marine .... 4,344 5,857 4,725 
National Union. 71,765 75,879 111,93 
Netherlands .. —433 5,786 4,993 
New York Fire ...... 3,079 16,105 
Northwestn. Nat. 7,777 6,740 11,481 
PROHMADIO .ccces 9,126 12,585 12,220 
Stuyvesant 13,385 15,401 9,739 
United Amer.. 15,428 21,939 19,242 
Wheeling F.&M. 34,978 54,046 53,731 

$237,665 $413,713 $427,048 

Total premiums written by all fire 
companies: 1924, $9,091,499; 1925, $8,985,- 
785; 1926, $9,731,348. 

Total premiums written by uniformity 
companies: 1924, $8,853,834; 1925, $8,572,- 
072; 1926, $9,304,300. 

Total premiums written by non-uni- 
formity Companion: PC ae $237,665; 1915, 
$413,713; 1926, $427,048. 

ALBANY INCORRECTLY LISTED 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—The inclu- 
sion of the Albany in a list of non-affili- 
ated companies in West Virginia is ob- 


viously an error. That company is a 
subsidiary of the Atlas of London, and 
follows the parent body in its attitude 


toward all governing organizations. 
Another point on which the local men 

have been set right by W. Ross Mc- 

Cain, chairman of the supervisory com- 


mittee of the West Virginia Unifor- 
mity Association, is in connection with 
automobile business. Mr. McCain ad- 
vised: “The representation by an 
agency of a casualty company is not 
construed as a ‘mixed agency’ and the 
representation of such casualty com- 


pany in an otherwise clear agency in no 
wise affects clear agency commissions. 
It is not permissible for a clear agency 
to represent a company writing solely 
automobile business and not a member 
of the West Virginia Uniformity Asso- 
ciation.” 


Officials at Cincinnati are trying to fina 
out if the city hall there is a fire hazard. 
Experts say it is, but city officials de- 
clare it is not, although many improve- 
ments to the structure are advisable. Re- 
wiring has been urged. 











BELL COMMENTS ON ISSUE 


Charleston Local Agent Gives His 


Views on the New Contract for 


That State 
Frank R. Bell of the Patterson, Bell 
& Crane Company of Charleston, 
W. Va., former president of the National 


Association of Insurance Agents, has 
addressed the companies in that agency 
regarding the new agency agreement, 
with special reference to the separation 
feature to be put into effect Jan. 1. 
Mr. Bell says: 

“To replies received to our letters re- 
garding agency agreement recently sub- 
mitted for our signature, will say that 
the main points of this agreement have 
been gracefully skipped over. 

“Some of you have referred to the at- 
titude of the National Association of In- 
surance Agents and to the battle be- 
tween the Union and Bureau in the mid- 
dle west in 1923, at which time the Na- 
tional association expressed its views as 
follows: 

“We believe that the integrity of all 
clear agencies should be maintained in- 
violate. We believe it a bad practice 
for companies to pay or for agents to 
accept differential commissions in the 
same agency. 


Objections to Agency Agreement 


“It was during my administration of 
that organization that this view was ex- 
pressed. I think that that was the sens- 
ible and proper stand to take at that 
time in that situation. I assure you if 
the above principles were being followed 
in West Virginia at this time I would 
not complain, except as to minor points 
of the contract. So to those of you that 
have intimated that I am out of step, and, 
also, to some of the press that have made 
the same intimation, I feel that I should 
more clearly state my objections to the 


agency agreement. 
Objects to Separation 
“First: Referring to the first para- 


graph of the National association's state- 
ment, if I understand my own language, 
or that of my associates at that time, 
it means that it would be better for 
companies and agents to be clear in our 
state, that is, either uniformity or non- 
uniformity representation; but it does 
not mean that at a certain date the agents 
should throw out of their office all non- 
uniformity companies, when such com- 
panies are not paying excess commis- 
sions and are on a parity with all other 
companies in the office, or are willing 
to be so placed. Your association de- 


mands that the non-uniformity com- 
panies be resigned on Jan. 1, even 
though the said companies would be 


willing, and the agents also willing to 
accept the regular 20 percent commis- 
sion. This action is clearly in violation 
of the views expressed, as outlined 
above by the National association. 
“Referring to the second paragraph 
of the same statement, will say that this 
office has always believed in level com- 
missions and has always operated on 
that basis. 
Construction as to Casualty 


The contract as written could 
easily be construed to mean that we 
could not represent a casualty company 
at the prevailing commission for that 
class of business without being in vio- 


lation of the agreement under discus- 
sion, 

“3.-The contract as written could 
easily be construed to mean that the 


agents would have to pay for all loss ad- 
justments, whether settled by them or 
anyone else. 

“4. If it is proper for our state asso- 





ciation members to only represent uni- 
formity companies, as specified in the 
contract; then is it not proper that the 
uniformity companies should only have 
as their representatives agents who are 
members of the West Virginia Associa- 


tion of Agents? 
The methods used by your super- 
visory committee putting over regula- 


tions and increases in rates during the 
past few years is distasteful to say the 
least, (to be perfectly frank). 

“I again want to refer to the official 





figures of the non- -uniformity companies 
which are: 
Year ending 1924 925 1926 
$237,665 $ 413,713 $ 427,048 
Uniformity Companies— 
Year ending 1924 1925 926 
$8,853,834 $8,572,072 $9,304,300 
West Virginia Group Premiums 
“At the same time suppose we look 


at some of the group premiums for West 
Virginia for 1926; Hartford $450,339, or 
more than all the premiums of the 20 
non-uniformity companies. 

“National of Hartford $424,301, or 
practically the same amount as was writ- 


ten by all of the non-uniformity com- 
panies. 
“Home of New York $358,369, or just 


a little less than all of the non-untform- 


ity companies. 

“As I have said before, some of you 
seem to think that my position is in- 
consistent, and the press have inti- 
mated the same thing. I don’t think 
so. Hence my writing you in further 


detail.” 


TALKED ABOUT SEPARATION 


Deputy Commissioner White of West 
Virginia Had Conference in New 
York on Subiect 


Dec. 14.—When Dep- 
uty Insurance Commissioner White of 
West Virginia was here attending the 
insurance commissioners’ meeting he met 
Vice-President W. Ross McCain of the 
Aenta, who is head of the West Vir- 
ginia Uniformity Association, and con- 
ferred with him regarding the separa- 
tion program of the association to be 
put into effect in West Virginia Jan. 1. 
Capt. White stated that the West Vir- 
ginia department was not objecting to 
separation as such. He did say, how- 
ever, that in certain parts of the state 
the Uniformity Association companies 
did not write business or were re- 
stricted in their acceptances that the 
people could not get adequate insur- 
ance if they had to rely on these com- 
panies. Therefore, it was necessary for 
the agents to have outside companies. 

Capt. White took the position that the 
West Virginia Uniformity Association 
in enforcing the separation edict was 
depriving property owners in various 
sections of the state of insurance. The 
agents in some sections, according to 
Capt. White, would be greatly handi- 
capped if they had to rely only on uni- 
formity companies. He stated plainly 
that he believed that the Uniformity 
Association was acting in restraint of 
trade and _ the wo nga therefore 
would oppose separation. Capt. White 
declared that in matters of this kind the 
company association should consult the 
West Virginia Association of Insurance 
Agents or the representative agents in 
the state. He feels that the separation 


NEW YORK, 


so 


move ‘s impolitic and unnecessary. In 
his opinion the same end could have 
been gained by arranging with the 


agents to represent no companies having 
a higher commission scale than the uni- 
formity companies. 


C. F. Barnard Is Honored 


Members of the Ohio Blue Goose and 
adjusters in the Ohio field gave a din- 
ner at Columbus, Dec. 6, in honor of 
Chester F. Barnard, who is retiring as 





manager of the Western Adjuctuaalll in 
Cleveland. Mr. Barnard has been with 
the adjustment bureau there for many 
years. He is retiring on pension ang 
will move to San Francisco. About 100 
were in attendance at the dinner. Bey 
Evans of Cleveland acted as toastmaste; 
and other speakers were Claude T. Det. 
rick, Huggard, Arthur Lohmeyer 
W. H. Clemons and Aaron W. Jones. 
Mr. Barnard was presented with a cigar. 
ette case, a traveling bag and other 
gifts. The committee in charge of the 
dinner was headed by R. T. Huggarg 


and included W. H. Clemons of Cip. 
cinnati. 
Capt. Conway Is Honored 
J. J. Conway, superintendent of the 


Cincinnati Salvage Corps, whose birth. 
day recently was recognized by the Na- 
tional Board with a check for $1,009 
and by the trustees of the Cincinnatj 
Salvage Corps with a leave of absence, 
will start about the middle of next 
month for a visit to the Imperial Valley 
of California and the Hawaiian Islands 
He will be accompanied by Mrs. Con- 
way. They expect to spend about one 
month in California and about the same 
length of time in Honolulu. Shortly 
after receiving his $1,000 check, Cap. 
tain Conway’s overcoat was stolen, the 
thieves evidently believing that the cap- 
tain was “flush.” 


John A. Hoover Is IIl 


John A. Hoover, state agent and ad- 
juster for the London & Lancashire 
fleet in Ohio, has been seriously ill at 
Christ Hospital in Cincinnati for the 
past three weeks. Mr. Hoover has 
shown a slight improvement with the 
last few days, which has very much en- 
couraged his friends. 





Bond Brought Back 


CHARLESTON, W. VA., Dec. 14—John 
Cc. Bond, former insurance commissioner, 
was brought back from the Walter Reed 
Hospital in Washington on court order 
and was placed in the custody of the 
county jailer by Sheriff Massey. The 
county physician ordered Mr. Bond toa 
local hospital under guard. When he 
appeared in court the next day, the judge 
heard the pleas of Mr. Bond's attorneys 
and agreed to let him out on a new bond, 
provided the attorneys would promise 
that no future hospital engagements 
would prevent his appearance for trial 
at the January term of court. 


Remove Columbus School Hazards 


COLUMBUS, O., Dee. 14.—The board of 
education will start at once to remove 
fire hazards in all of the city’s schools 
A survey has been started by the board's 
architect and building committee. Sev- 
eral buildings are three stories high, are 
not fireproof and have open wooden 
stairways. 


Storm Losses in Ohio 


COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 14.—A storm at 
Linden, a suburb of Columbus, a few 
nights ago, caused damage estimated at 
upwards of $100,000. The plant of the 
Lambert Art Metal Company also suf- 
fered damage by the storm to the ex 
tent of $30,000. The village of Bremen 
suffered a loss of $10,000 and other com- 
munities in the state also suffered. 


Cuban National Would Withdraw 


On Dec. 24 the Ohio insurance depart- 
ment will pass on the application of the 
Cuban National for permission to with- 
draw from the state. The company has 
on deposit in Ohio securities of the value 
of $115,000. It asks permission to with- 
draw these. 


Ohio Fires of Week 


Losses running into hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars have been incurred it 
a number of fires within the last week 
in Ohio. There was a loss of $200,000 
when the buildings of the Girard Mer- 
cantile Company, Hartwell Ovens Com- 
pany and James A. Howell at Girard 
were damaged. The Mercantile building 
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Fire Insurance Company e 
Newark, New Jersey SI 
: ; 
A Permanent and Progressive Company | 
T. L. FARQUHAR C. E. TITSWORTH : 
President Vice-Pres. and Treas. 5 
re 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
Chicago 


ELWIN W. LAW 


General Manager 


W. L. Lerch 
Deputy General Manager 
H. L. Dalton Horace W. Boyd 
Ass’t. General Manager Manager 





A company which is truly appreciative of the efforts 
of its agents and extends help to them in every way. 


Established 1811 
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How Many Renewals 
Come Up Today? 


It takes less than 30 seconds to get this information 
if you use the “Nassau Self-Indexing Expiration and 
Renewal Record.” 


The “Nassau” is indispensable to the live insurance 
agent. The information it keeps at his finger tips is 
invaluable in holding and building business. 


AA 





This Record, the last word in its field, is offered you 
at a new low price. Durably bound in green cloth 
and leather-protected corners —loose-leaf sectional 
post binder—375 pages of clearly-ruled record sheets 
indexed by months and days—this Record is well 
worth twice its price of $21.00 to any live agent who 
wants to KNOW his business. 


Send no money Now. Just send in the coupon. 


Accurate Loose Leaf Co. 
81 Nassau St. New York City 


Accurate Loose-Leaf Co., 81 Nassau Street, New York City, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: With the understanding that I am under no obligation to purchase, send me sample 
sheet and full detail on the “‘Nassau Self-Indexing Expiration and Renewal Record.’’ 
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was destroyed with its contents. The 
fire for a time threatened an entire 
block. 

Fire which started in the garage 
owned by C. M. Thorpe at Centerburg 
wiped out several buildings with a loss 
of more than $50,000. Columbus, Mt. 
Vernon and other towns sent aid. The 
firemen were handicapped by a lack of 
water. Losers in the fire included Mrs. 
Charles Taylor, milliner, and George 
Bellus, shoe repairer. 

The city hall at Elyria was damaged 
to the extent of about $20,000. Cross 
wires in the jail department are blamed 
for the fire. Valuable papers were 
saved. The building housed the central 
fire house and other city offices. It is 
said the damage is covered by insur- 
ance. A business block at Beloit burned 
with a loss of $10,000, and damage to 
the amount of $35,000 was caused by a 
fire in the high school at Kingsville. 





Inspection of Medina, O. 


At the recent inspection at Medina, O., 
112 inspections were made, 93 defects 
were found, this being 83 percent, and 
298 recommendations were made. The 
inspectors were entertained at a lunch- 
eon by the Kiwanis club, at which a 
speech was made by B. O. Evans of 
Cleveland. Mr. Evans also addressed the 
schools. Another speaker was Fire Chief 
W. F. Wise, who told about fire control. 


Ohio Agency Changes 


Recent changes among Ohio fire insur- 

ance agencise are as follows: 
Bellefontaine—Earl S. Shuffleton died 

and the agency has been purchased by 
Hill and Hamilton. 

Napoleon—H. G. Lankenau agency sold 
to Lingel & Hoffman. 

West Unity—F. A. Culbertson agency 
sold to Hugh O. Caughey. 


Will Select Governing Board 
The Cincinnati Fire Underwriters’ As- 


sociation will select three members of 
the governing board at its regular 


monthly meeting Jan. 12. The nominat-. 


ing committee to select six candidates 
for these positions is headed by Arthur 
Clemons as chairman and includes Nelson 


—= 


| J. Edwards, C. J. Neare, Louis Rauh ang 





Lester J. Murphy. Those whose terms 
expire are Earl Wagner, president, Cay 
Kleve and William Stredelman. Th, 
holdover members of the governing boarg 
are Thomas E. Wood and W. S. Hukill, 





Rauh Agency Moves 


The Frederick Rauh & Co. Agency gf 
Cincinnati has moved from the First Na. 
tional Bank building to the Keith Theg. 
ter building in Cincinnati. The agency 
now has 1,500 feet of floor space on the 
tenth floor of this new office building, oe. 
cupying rooms 1013 to 1030. The ney 
quarters provide the Rauh Agency with 
a large and attractive office. 


Winter Now a Member 


E. A. Winter of Cincinnati has become 
a member of the Cincinnati Fire Under. 
writers’ Association. The membership at 
the present time is the largest in the 
last ten or twelve years. There are abou 
75 offices of Hamilton County, members 
of the organization. 


Robert Schmidt Operated On 


Robert Schmidt of the Frederick Ray 
& Co. agency in Cincinnati is confined to 
the Jewish Hospital there following ap 
operation for appenditicis. Mr. Schmid 
was operated on about two weeks ago 
and is now recovering rapidly. 


Ohio Notes 


Earl Chandler of Portsmouth, O., has 
sold his business to the Lemon Insuranes 
Agency. 

W. H. Tanner, fire chief of Zanesville, 
O., and well known to insurance men, js 
seriously ill. He was stricken with apo- 
plexy while on duty at the fire station, 

A boiler explosion caused a loss of 
$10,000 in the Kobacker Furniture Com. 
pany’s store in Toledo. It is thought the 
explosion originated in a gas furnace. 

The Cincinnati Fire Underwriters’ As. 
sociation has found the plan of holding 
its meetings at a noon luncheon to bk 
very successful. 

Nicol & Hoffman of Napoleon, O., who 
recently bought out the Prentiss Agency 
there, have also taken over the H. ¢ 
Lankenau Agency. 
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SEEK BETTER BUILDING CODES 


Michigan Fire Prevention Association 
Asks More Rigid Requirements to 
Eliminate Flimsy Construction 


DETROIT, Dec. 14—As the out- 
growth of recent inspections in Detroit 
and a number of other larger cities in 
Michigan, as well as in adjoining su- 
burban territories, a concerted move to 
obtain the adoption and enforcement of 
more rigid building codes has been 
launched by the Michigan Fire Preven- 
tion Association. This move is in line 
with the belief that strict regulation of 
future building operations by cities and 
towns offers the only solution for the 
elimination of flimsy construction, 
which has been especially widespread 
in metropolitan districts of large Michi- 
gan cities because of speculative build- 
ing and real estate developments. The 
need for such action is said to be em- 
phasized at this time by officers of the 
association because the revival of auto- 
motive production throughout the state 
on a large scale is certain to bring in 
its wake equaily extensive speculative 
building operations as in former years, 
with resultant increased fire hazards, 
unless removed by corrective building 
regulations. 

Particular attention to the elimina- 
tion of wooden shingles in roof con- 
struction is contemplated. Measures 
barring wood shingles have already been 
adopted or are contemplated by a num- 
ber of towns and cities in this state. 
Efforts to obtain more stringent build- 
ing codes will center in the larger cities 
to a considerable extent, in the belief 
that smaller communities will follow 
with the adoption of adequate building 
regulations once they have been deter- 
mined upon by the larger centers. 

A complete report, together with d:- 





tailed maps, in regard to the suburban 
districts around Detroit has just been 
completed by the Michigan Fire Preven- 
tion Association, whose members re- 
cently essayed a thorough inspection of 
this area because of reputed bad con- 
ditions. A copy of the report and maps, 
which tends to support the claims of a 
rather acute situation, has been filed 
with the insurance department and is 
being perused with interest by officials. 
The companies through the report are 
placed in possession of up-to-date and 
complete information in regard to every 
section of the metropolitan area where 
it was charged over-insurance had been 
allowed to run rife. 


Hold Next Meeting in Muncie 


The annual meeting of the Indiana 
Association of Insurance Agents next 
fall will be held in Muncie, according to 
action taken by the executive committee 
in session in Indianapolis last week. W. 
H. Bruner, recently elected president, 
presided. 


Indianapolis Board Meeting 


INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 14.—The regular 
monthly meeting of the Indianapolis As- 
sociation of Fire Insurance Agents Will 
be heid Tuesday noon, Dec. 20. A d- 
rector will be elected to succeed George 
Mahoney who resigned recently. 





Indiana Department Rearranges Space 


INDIANAPOLIS, Dec. 14.—The Indiana 
insurance department has rearranged its 
space in the State House. A _ private 
room for Commissioner Wysong has bee? 
cut out of the main room and his former 
private office has been turned over to 
the department actuary and examiners. 
The files are now so placed that they are 
easily available to those who use them 
and it will be possible to control records 
that were formerly out in the mail 
office and subject to unsupervised use by 
the public, which resulted in confusion 





abt athe hn en oe ee ee ee ee 


5, 1997 | December 15, 1927 THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 23 





































































—= 
uh ang _and often the misplacing of documents. 
> te The quarters are badly crowded, but 
nt, Cary as this is true throughout the entire 
l. ‘The capitol building there is little likelihood 
& boarg that the insurance department will get 
ukill, suitable quarters for some years to 
come. 
Complications on Motor Plant Cover 
ency 
ret tat LANSING, MICH., Dec. 14—Interest in 
h Thea. the Hinckley Motor plant loss at Jack- 
agency son, Mich., a year ago, has been revived 
on th, recently by disclosure that Benjamin 
ing a Small, owner of the plant, has started 
he ‘Tew suits to recover insurance said to have | 
'Y with peen placed on the line through the | 
Western Sprinklered Risk Association, 
which was offered the business by the 
J. T. Birdsell Company, Philadelphia 
brokers. 
bee Henry C. Walters, Detroit insurance 
Unde attorney, has inquired of the Michigan 
rshi ya: department as to the status of the Phil- 
in vs adelphia agency, which it has developed 
oa e was not possessed of a foreign agent's 
ember! license as provided by the Michigan law. 
cre It was indicated that the companies will 
deny that the insurance contracts were 
actually in effect, as it is now maintained 
On that the Sprinklered Risk Association 
k Rauh notified the Philadelphia concern before 
fined ¢ the fire occurred that the risk could not 
ring a be accepted until such time as the 
schmidt agency obtained a Michigan non-resident | 
ks ago agent's license. 
vy gl igs eas | MERR Y CHRIS I MAS! 
SAGINAW, MICH., Dec. 14—Oil well a 
0 operators will discuss the situation exist- 
cube ing in the Saginaw field with city offi- 
. cials at a conference this week when the 
nesville new ordinance to regulate activities in ERRY CHRISTMAS to you and yours! 
men is the producing area, largely within the ° ° ° 
thape | city limits, is considered. Drilling and That is our wish... and too... that like 
ation. eare of the wells will be the main topic h f Ik . hi “ 4 
loss 9 for discussion. Criticism has been lev- | 
e Cun eled at the fire hazard angle of the situ- t e Oo S in t 1S picture, you and your family 
ight the ation as the field penetrates almost to bo : 
a Siisors ok the ebts aad Sending af Gate of happy ones will be hurrying along... eager 
rs’ As- ears within a stone’s throw of leading 2 = 
So Tt (0lliiness bulldings wae doctared to men- and gay...on your way to the most delicious 
1 to be ace the entire downtown section. . . 
oa pea at Christmas dinner that Mother ever served! 
Agency Probe Unlicensed Reciprocal 
¢ 
LANSING, MICH., Dec. 14—A new un- “ : . : : ” 
licensed reciprocal has apparently started Specialists in Automobile Insurance 
—— operations in Michigan. Complaints have 
been registered with the insurance de- 
partment in regard to the activities of 
the “International Insurance Exchange.” 
i Under the management of Clyde M. Mc- 
Guffie, headquarters of the organization 
burban have been established in the Michigan 
t been Theater building in Detroit. The re- 
Preven ciprocal has been seeking both general 
fire and automobile business, according 
ers fe- to its circulars. 
tion ot L. H. Rice, a Kalamazoo local agent 
\d con- who is licensed for several companies, is 
1 maps, named on letterheads of the reciprocal 
ns of a as a member of the board of directors Sort telayon ~~ = 
n filed and a photostatic copy of a letter and . 
application he forwarded to the company 7, 
and is ios cuicreen ar ae ane OPERATING IN ILLINOIS, INDIANA, OHIO, MICHIGAN, MISSOURI 
NCials, as proofs that he had already started and PENNSYLVANIA 
ort are soliciting business. Mr. Rice was cited 
ite and to explain his action and hurriedly noti- 
> every fied the department that he had ceased 
where to represent the exchange and that he 
was placed on its board without his 
n 
d bets J Inowledge or consent. Do your fellow agent a} | MINNEAPOLIS FIRE & MARINE INS. CO 
Personnel of the new exchange, ac- ome ; - - 
vee to the data in the hands of the good turn get him 430 Oak Grove Street 
ie epartment, includes an executive com- ; i © 
diam aaittee made up of M. S. Bangs, chairman, acquainted with The Minneapolis, Minnesota 
ndt onald Campbell, vice-president, Harty iona Ti 
s next Morden, treasurer; attorneys-in-fact, Nati - Underwriter, Fred C. Van Dusen, President John D. M. McMillan, Vice-Pres. 
ding to onald Campbell, Clayton F. Johnson, he insurance news- Walter C. Leach, Sec’y and Treas. PF. M. Merigo "t Sec’ 
amittee and Frank E. Steele, and a board made t ve e m ad 7 Id, Ass’t y- 
a up of the foregoing and W. A. Thorpe,|| paper. t: i: tf tt FIRE—TORNADO—THRESHER—AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
asident, E. J. Peterson and L. H. Rice. 
Controversies Over Protection —“ 
LANSING, MICH., Dec. 14—Controversy 
a a the territory to be served by city t 
, re departments in Michigan is becom- E Pled 2 Ourselves Oo 
lis As- in f ; 
~~ ie Sse ames 
Gesell At Bay City a number of adjacent the National idea of progress through co-opera- We believe in the local agent’s ownership of 
townships have refused to enter into tion, not domination. This principle has built expirations. We believe it is up to us to pro- 
atenate with the city, but have as the National agency system and is the founda- vide ample capacity for acceptable lines, to 
gularly called for protection whenever tion upon which this General Agency rests. We provide prompt, level-headed loss adjustment 
Space fires broke out. The cit iss i i 
iesthsly- turned @ dont 5 are convinced that respect for it and strict ob- service and to give competent underwriting 
ey in test week, however, Bsa = servance of its responsibilities are necessary to assistance to all who loyally support us in our 
t.. house in Bangor township gust over the our success, through the continued security and constant endeavor to increase and improve our 
— corporation line caught fire while the increasing prosperity of our local agent friends. facilities. 
former commission was in session. So the house 
ver to was allowed to burn until neighbors got “Tt can be done” 


the fire under control through organi- 





rome zation of an effective bucket brigade. G R: 

oh" ee arent similar instance arose at e G CY 

P 5 7 pids when a resident of a town- * s1,4° 

— ship, which has a contract with the city, J. F. Wild Building INTERSTATE AGENCIES, Inc. INDIANAPOLIS, IND. 
was shunted over to the East Grand 
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AMP AN Wate 
CONNECTICUT 


Do you need in your Agency a Company capable 
of understanding your needs, one willing to help 
work out your fire insurance problems? 


Do you want in vour Agency a Company that pur- 
sues a stable and consistent underwriting policy 
year after year? 


The East and West is such a Company. It is a 


s 
valuable addition to any Agency. 


Owned by and under the Management of 
Security Insurance Company of New Haven 


Western Department 
ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS 
Walter D. Williams, Manager 
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We Just Want to wish 
all of our agents and friends 
a Merry Christmas and 
a Prosperous New Vear 


THE HANOVER FIRE 


INSURANCE COMPANYSAenyork 


Charles W. Higley, President 


NEW YORE CHICAGO SAN FRANCISCO 
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alarm had been telephoned to the Grand 
Rapids fire fighters. Fortunately the 
suburban department responded without 
question and had the fire under control 
by the time the matter was straightened 
out. 


Plan Michigan Association Work 


LANSING, Dec. 14—Activities for the 
year of the Michigan Association of In- 
surance Agents will be outlined here this 
week when governing and conference 
committees of the association meet for 
the first quarterly session since Fred L. 
Winter of Muskegon was elected presi- 
dent. It is expected that Commissioner 
Livingston's program for cleaning up 
agency ranks of the state and reducing 
the loss ratio through stopping over- 
insurance may come in for some discus- 
sion. Many leading agents of the state 
have heartily endorsed the commission- 
er’s plans and the association leaders are 
known to be in sympathy and may ex- 
tend their services in cooperation with 
the department. 


Will Test License Ruling 


LANSING, MICH., Dee. 14—Notifica- 
tion was given the Michigan department 
this week by counsel for Lansing B. 
Warner, Ine., attorney-in-fact for Can- 
ners’ Exchange Subscribers and Warner 
Reciprocal Insurers, that suit is being 
brought to test the department’s right 
to withdraw the licenses of the recipro- 
cals because the attorney-in-fact refuses 
to obtain a general corporation license in 
this state. The attorney general's de- 
partment has ruled all incorporated at- 
torneys-in-fact must become authorized 
through the secretary of state’s depart- 
ment as well as obtain certificates of 
authority for the reciprocals they repre- 
sent. 

Application for a writ of mandamus to 


force the department to issue the licenses | 
move | 
| school and gymnasium were destroyed by 
| fire the night of 


is expected as the probable 
of the Warner organization. 


first 


Nervous About Theater Lines 
DETROIT, Dec. 14—Company repre- 
sentatives here are becoming a little 
nervous over theater lines as a result of 


a number of bombings and other acts of | 


vandalism which have damaged four 
Playhouses. Labor troubles are gener- 
ally blamed for the condition and two 


officials of the city janitors’ union were 
taken into custody following the last 
escapade, along with a third man. In 
this case, the Grand Riviera theater was 
merely “stench bombed,” its 
were slashed and projection machines 
damaged. Explosions, suspected as re- 
sulting from 
other amusement places, although one 
of the structures had not been completed 
at the time. <All were movie houses. 


Seek Anti-Shingle Law 
LANSING, 14—The 


Dee. Lansing city 


council was told that a substantial insur- | 


ance rate reduction will be possible here 
partially contingent on the 





| the second 


| chester 


bombs, wrecked the three | 


adoption of ! 


an anti-shingle section of the building 
code which was a subject for debate be- 
fore the aldermen tonight. R. C. Loug- 
head, chief engineer of the Michigan in- 
spection bureau, detailed the possible in- 
surance savings, while T. A. Van Wormer 
of Michigan Fire Prevention Association 
and Frank Burton, former building com. 
missioner of Detroit and author of the 
proposed Lansing code, added arguments 
in favor of outlawing the wood shingle. 

Under the provision being considered 
by the Lansing council, no new roofs 
could be of shingle construction while 
not more than 10 percent of a roof could 
be repaired with the inflammable roof- 
ing material. A proviso that all roofs 
be changed to non-inflammable construc. 
tion within 10 years was purposely left 
out as unnecessary and weakening to the 
section as a whole, 


Michigan Notes 

Mr. and Mrs. Willard C. Thayer of De- 
troit announce the arrival of Robert Wil- 
cox Thayer. Mr. Thayer is special agent 
for the Queen in Michigan field. 

A Michigan license was granted last 
week to the American Automobile Fire 
of St. Louis. The company is authorized 
to do a general automobile business. 

After a number of years in another field 
of business endeavor, Miles C. Rider, for- 
merly a widely-known Kalamazoo agent, 
is reentering the insurance business 
there. Several of his old companies have 
again appointed Mr. Rider their represen- 
tative. 

Epperson Underwriters, Kansas 
reciprocal, obtained a Michigan 
last week. The exchange, whose attor- 
ney-in-fact is the U. S. Epperson Under- 
writing Company, is licensed for genera] 
fire business. The attorney-in-fact has 
already been admitted to the state as a 
general corporation as the representative 
of some other reciprocals. 


City 
license 


Illinois Notes 


The Alto Pass, Ill, high and grade 


Dec. 9. The loss was 
estimated at $75,000. The fire started on 
floor from a defective flue. 
A hastily formed bucket brigade attempt- 
ed to check the flames but failed. 
Handicapped by frozen fire plugs, the 
fire department of Winchester, Ill. on 
Dec. 8 was unable to extinguish a fire 
until it had swept the plant of the Win- 
“Times” and the display room 
and garage of the Suter Motor Company. 
The loss was placed at $100,000. Fifteen 
automobiles were destroyed in the motor 


| company’s building while the newspaper's 


loss included a linotype machine and two 


y printing presses. 
curtains | 


Indiana Notes 


A. C. Richardt, head of the A. C 
ardt Insurance Agency at Evansville, 
Ind., was the principal speaker before 
the weekly meeting of the Evansville 
Real Estate Board Friday. 

The division of fire prevention of the 
Indianapolis fire department, of which 
Horace W. Carey is chief, made 3,453 in- 
spections last month. A total of 909 de- 
fects were found, of which 394 were in- 
stances of rubbish, waste paper and de- 
bris on the premises. 


Rich- 
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WRITING SPECIALTY LINES 


Milwaukee Agents Find They Profit by 
Larger Premium Income and 
Good Will of Client 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 14.—Premium 
volume of local agents in the Milwaukee 


field is being increased by a substantial | 
specialty | 


sum through the writing of 
lines of insurance, a business which has 


in any previous year. Agents are coming 
to realize more and more what com- 
plete coverage means for their insurance 
clients and they are making a study here 
of all specialty’ lines in order to give 
that complete coverage, which means a 
greater volume of business for them- 
selves and additional good will. Fire 
business on the whole is very quiet in 
Milwaukee now and this is a particularly 
good time to introduce specialty lines. 
Public liability on homes is a spe- 
cialty that is being pushed in Milwaukee 
and has been for several months. The 
residence all-in-one policy, covering pub- 
lic liability, employers’ liability, burglary, 
glass breakage, water damage, aircraft 





s floater, 
developed probably better this year than | 





damage, loss of use, boiler explosion, 
smoke damage from oil burners, and 
other features, is meeting with good 
favor among the insurance-buying public 
here. 
University 


Insures Against Rain 


Marine lines, which are bringing 
added volume each year, include parcel 
post insurance, tourist baggage floater, 
transportation by rail and bus, ware- 
house and transit coverage, merchandise 
salesmen’s floater. Parcel post 
coverage is increasing in volume each 
year with the growing use of this form 


| of transportation. 


Rain insurance has been developed to 
a good point in this city, particularly for 
the Milwaukee ball club, Marquette uni- 
versity, which covers on its football 
games; motorcycle and automobile races, 
outdoor prize fights and other sporting 
events and commercial enterprises which 
are staged out of doors. 

Sport liability is also being written in 
larger volume each year, especially 
among the golf players, who are being 
educated by the agents on the extent of 
their liability on the golf course. 

Underwriters believe there is a wide 
field for specialty lines in Milwaukee 
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and they are developing this business as 
they go along with their regular fire and 
other lines. Specialty coverage cannot 
be written all at once but must be 
worked throughout the year to bring 
the clients to a point where they see 
the benefits and necessity of having in- 
surance of this kind. 


Bauchle Heads Beloit Board 


BELOIT, WIS., Dec. 14.—W. F. Bauchle 
was elected president of the Insurance 
Underwriters Association of Beloit, local 
agents organization, at the annual meet- 
ing last week. Other officers include W. 
J. Tucker, vice-president, and Maurice 


McDonald, secretary-treasurer. Direc- 
tors elected were W. J. Tucker, C. F. 
Kindschi, B. M. Engebretson, Miss 
Josephine Dow and Fred L. Kile. The 


organization completed its incorporation 
at the annual meeting. 


Minnesota Blue Goose Party 


The Minnesota Blue Goose is holding 
an informal dancing party, Saturday eve- 
ning, Dec. 17, invitations for which have 
been sent out by Most Loyal Gander E. 
Cc. Bowe. It will take place at the 
Columbia Golf Club, Minneapolis, and a 
midnight supper will be served. Ganders 
are privileged to bring guests. 

The pond has already announced that 
a dinner-dance is scheduled for Jan. 21, 
the time and place to be announced later. 


The annual meeting and initiation will 
be held Feb. 11. 
Milwaukee Knitting Mill Loss 
MILWAUKEE, Dec. 14.—One of the 


most serious fires of the year occurred 
here last week when the Victor Knitting 
Mills, 561 East Water street, burned. 
The loss to the building was very heavy 
and it is believed that the loss to con- 
tents and machinery will be almost total. 
Officials of the company and adjusters 
are working on the plant now to deter- 
mine the extent of the damage. Insur- 
ance on the building amounted to $33,000 
and the contents were insured to the 
extent of $122,000. A fire occurred on 
the same day at the Barnett Woolen 
Mills, 200 Muskegon avenue, and the loss 
was moderate. Insurance carried on 
this plant, ufider a blanket form policy, 
amounted to $103,000. 


Oshkosh Board Elects 


OSHKOSH, WIS., Dec. 14.—The Insur- 
ance Underwriters’ Association of Osh- 
kosh, local agents’ organization, at its an- 
nual meeting elected A. W. Fox presi- 
dent for the ensuing year. Howard G. 
Nichols was elected vice-president, and 
Mrs. A. C. Henkel, secretary-treasurer. 
Members of the executive committee 
elected are Mrs. John West and C. K, 
Mack. 


Talks on Use and Occupancy 


MINNEAPOLIS, Dec. 14—Use and oc- 
ecupancy was the subject discussed by 
George W. Harsh, vice-president of the 
Charles W. Sexton Company, in a talk 
before the Insurance Club of Minneapo- 
lis at the Dec. 13 meeting. Mr. Harsh 
also discussed other fire insurance prob- 
lems. 

This was the last meeting of the club 
before the holidays. 


Elected Kiwanis President 


Harold U. Brown, branch manager in 
Eau Claire, Wis., for the Wisconsin In- 
spection Bureau, has been elected presi- 
dent of the Kiwanis Club in that city. 


Wold With Backus-Brooks 


Albert N. Wold of Minneapolis has 
been appointed general manager of the 
insurance and safety departments of the 
Backus-Brooks Co. of that city. The 
Backus-Brooks Co. is one of the world’s 
largest producers of newsprint paper, 
lumber, insulite and electric power. Some 
10,000 men are employed in their plants 
in Minnesota and Ontario. Among the 
larger enterprises controlled by the 
Backus-Brooks Co. are the Minnesota & 
Ontario Paper Co., International Lumber 
Co., Kenora Paper Mills, National Pole & 
Treating Co., Insulite Co. and the Min- 
nesota, Dakota & Western Railway. Mr. 
Wold is well known to insurance men 
over the country through his 11 years 
connection with the insurance federa- 
tions, both state and national. He is a 
Staduate of the academic and law de- 








partments of the University of North Da- 
kota. 


Wisconsin Notes 
A jury at Oconto, Wis., failed to reach 
an agreement in the arson case against 


Ben, Loretta, Isadore and Nettie Miller. 
The case will come up again in May. 
The Millers were charged with having 
set the fire that destroyed their store | 
Sept. 5. Insurance of $23,000 was carried 
on the building in 18 companies. 

Miss Erna Krueger of the office staff 
of the Wisconsin Audit Bureau, Milwau- 
kee, and Francis D. Leonhard, special 


agent for the Mayville Mutual, with head- 
quarters at Milwaukee, were married at 
Waukegan Dec. 1. Their marriage was 
kept a secret for a few days but 
announcement was made last week. 
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KANSAS VETERANS HONORED 


Blue Goose Stages Party for Field Men 
Who Have Traveled State for 
25 Years or More 


The fall party of the Kansas Blue 
Goose in Topeka was in honor of the 


field men who have traveled Kansas 
for at least 25 vears. These members 
are: Charles W. Fort of the Home, 


Samuel F. Woolard, American Central; 
William H. Young, Phoenix of Hartford; 
Charles F. Hardy, independent adjuster; 
S. W. Atkinson, Connecticut; T. E. 
Griffith, Continental; Hugh E. Seeds, 
Commercial Union; Wilbur L. Gardner, 
National of Hartford, who followed his 
father as state agent, the same family 
having supervision of the National's 
interests for nearly half a century; J. L. 
Galbreath, National Fire, and C. B. 
Allen, Boston. 

Among the 190 guests were Governor 
Ben S. Paulen and wife. Herbert Helm- 
kamp of the Hartford acted as toastmas- 
ter and F. L. Britton introduced the 


the 
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Its Name Indicates Its Character 


AMERICAN NATIONAL FIRE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 


8 East Long Street COLUMBUS, OHIO 
Capital $500,000 


CHARLES G. SMITH, President 

JESSE E. WHITE, Vice-President JOHN A. DODD, Vice-Pres. and Sec’y 
GEORGE E. KRECH, Secretary 

ALLEN W. FLEMING and E. PHILLIP GUSTAFSON, Assistant Secretaries 


Progressive, Yet Conservative 








Caledonian 


Insurance Co. 
of Scotland 


The Oldest Scottish 


Insurance Office 


555 Asylum Street 
Hartford, Conn. 


Address all Mail to Lock Drawer No. 68 


ROBERT R. CLARK 
United States Manager 


ARTHUR H. F. SCHUMM 
Asst. United States Manager 











Operating Along Sound Lines 
to your clients 


B tter Service when you use 


The COMBINATION 
AUTOMOBILE 
INSURANCE MANUAL 


The orly manual that is complete 
COMPLETE—Rules, rates and instructions for all cover- 
oom applicable to automobiles of all types. 
CONVENIENT—All necessary underwriting information 
in a single volume. Handy for desk or pocket use. 
Looseleaf pages easily and quickly changed. 
TIMELY—Revised pages showing new data and changes 
are issued, not periodically, but promptly as announced, 
thus eek, ie information is always up-to-date. 
COMPREHENSIVE—All possible requirements immedi- 
ately and easily available: Rates, List Prices, Current 
Values, Serial and Engine Numbers, memorandum, ap- 
lication and quotation, blanks, etc. 
EFFICIENT—Simplified Direct Quotation Tables show 
at a.glance rates for Public Liability, Property Damage, 
Collision, Fire and Theft for all cars in general use. 
ATTRACTIVE—Pleasing and Dignified in appearance. 
Has the substantial aspect of the bound book and the 
flexibility of the loose-leaf. 
—Will not become soiled-looking and “‘dog- 
eared.” Constructed to withstand unusually hard and 
constant service. 
ECONOMICAL—Worth while savings effected in time 
and effort and at nominal cost. 


Quotations gladly submitted upon request, stating quantity required and district covered. 


AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE BUREAU 


210 South Hanover Street Baltimore, Maryland 





SCOPE OF EDITIONS 


Field Edition covers 
either the Eastern, South- 
ern, Western or Pacific 
district. Home Office Edi- 
tion covers the entire 
’ country. 


SPECIFICATIONS 
Page size, 74 "x4\% 
e-leaf; standard 
binder wing type of green 
silk cloth Ring binders 
of leather or letherette 
available if desired. 
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AMERICAN ALLIANCE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
NEW YORK 


Statement JANUARY 1, 1927 


CAPITAL 


$2,000,000.00 


RESERVE FOR ALL OTHER LIABILITIES 


2,052,444.41 


NET SURPLUS 


3,676,806.27 


ASSETS 


7,729,250.68 


SURPLUS FOR THE PROTECTION OF POLICY HOLDERS 


ware "eer rem 


LOSSES PAID POLICY HOLDERS 


PONTE ees) Os 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
C. R. STREET, Vice-President 
318 Seuth Michigan Avenue, Chicago, Hi. 





8 RET meee 9? 


$$5$,676,806.27 
$11,129,365.83 
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ROYAL EXCHANGE THE § 


ASSURANCE 


Fire and Automobile Lines 


CAR AND GENERAL 


INSURANCE CORPORATION, LTD. 


95 Maiden Lane 





TATE 


ASSURANCE CO., LTD. 


PROVIDENT FIRE INS. Co. 


Automobile, Liability and Plate Glass 


New York 











guests of the evening. N. K. Nelson of 
the Great American presented the past 
noble ganders with lapel buttons signifi- 
cant of their past honors. Ganders V. 
E. Herbert of the National-Ben Frank- 
lin and W. R. Kirk of the Pennsylvania 
as the “Two Black Crows” furnished 
entertainment for the evening at the 
expense of several ganders. Dancing 
and bridge followed the dinner. 

The party followed all-day meetings 
of the field clubs of both the Union and 
Bureau companies. 


Iowa Case Settled 


The case of L. A. Andrew, state super- 
intendent of banking, as receiver for the 
Central Trust Company of Mason City, 
Ia., against the North America came to 
an unexpected conclusion Saturday in 
Federal Court at Dubuque when counsel 
reached an agreement out of court. 

The Central Trust Company building 
was destroyed by fire last winter. Com- 
panies claimed the building was over- 
insured. The suit was for $150,000 and 
the settlement was for $146,500. Insur- 
ance companies involved were the 
Phoenix of Hartford, Franklin Fire, New 
Hampshire Fire, Connecticut Fire and 
Hartford Fire. 


Des Moines Blue Goose Luncheon 


At the Iowa Blue Goose luncheon 
Sam A. Starr, assistant state fire marshal, 
notified those present of the action taken 
by the department to close the millinery 
establishment owned and operated by 
Mrs. M. A. Scott in Emmetsburg because 
of failure to remove fire hazards. Mr. 
Starr distributed pamphlets containing 
the laws governing the department and 
he asked for the support of the Fire 
Prevention Association in making this 
case as thorough as possible in order 
that the matter may be presented in its 
proper light. 

“Uncle George” Newman thanked the 
ladies’ auxiliary of the Blue Goose for 
the flowers sent himself and wife after 
the party Saturday night. The ladies 
fave a party that was pronounced a 
great social success by the large com- 
pany present. 


St. Louis Hotel Loss 


Damage to the Buckingham Hotel 
Annex in St. Louis, which burned last 
week, is placed at $125,000 to $150,000, 
and to furnishings at $20,000 to $40,000. 
Insurance carried on the building totaled 
$260,000. The contents were also insured. 

The hotel with the Buckingham Hotel 
across West Pine boulevard, which is 
owned by the same interests, is at pres- 
ent in receivership. The receiver for 
the property valued the hotel property 
at $300,000. 


National American to Move 


OMAHA, Dec. 14.—The National Ameri- 
can Fire, which now occupies space on 
the first floor of the Logan building, 
Eighteenth and Dodge streets, has taken 
a 10-year lease on two-thirds of the 
third floor of the Guarantee Fund Life 
building, Eighteenth and Douglas. The 
new offices are being remodeled and the 
company will move Christmas week. 


Preparing ‘Kansas Appeal 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 14.—The tran- 
script of the record in the Kansas rate 
case is being prepared by the clerk of 
the Supreme Court. The court has 
granted a stay of execution and the 
companies are preparing to give bond 
for $200,000. 

The attorneys for the companies set 
out the material they desire included in 
the transcript. Attorneys for the state 
are studying the complete records to 
determine whether anything has been 
left out that should have been included 
to present the state’s views. 

The Missouri rate case was argued 
before the Supreme Court of the United 
States early this month. While there are 
many points of similarity in the Kansas 
and Missouri cases there are some widely 
divergent features which seem to make 
it certain that the Kansas case will be 
heard regardless of the decision in the 
Missouri case. 


Nine Airplanes Destroyed 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 14.—Loss esti- 
mated at $30,000 was caused by the 
heavy wind here last week to the hangar 
of the Lincoln Aircraft Corporation. The 
wind lifted the roof and then dropped 
it on the nine airplanes inside, smashing 
them to pieces. Four belonged to the 





corporation, and five were privately 
owned by Lincoln, Omaha, Norfolk 
Hancock, Ia., and York men. The logs 


on the building is $10,000. The corpora. 
tion carried but $1,000 insurance. 


Heavy Loss at Lincoln 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 14.—A fire that 
swept a portion of the wholesale distrig 
of Lincoln last week caused a loss of 
$180,000, and it is estimated that the ep. 
tire sum will be shouldered by the insyr. 
ance companies. The fire started in the 
warehouse of the Hardy Furniture Co, 
Sixth and L streets, and had such a big 
start that firemen’s efforts were con. 
fined to limiting the area of the fire jp 
the district. The building, valued a 
$22,000; a smaller one adjoining, algo 
used for storage, worth $10,000 and owneg 
by Mrs. L. W. Colby, together with 
$138,000 worth of furniture, were totally 
destroyed. 

Sparks from the fire caused $5,009 
damage to the woodwork factory of the 
Curtis, Towle & Paine Company, and a 
similar sum to the coal and lumber 
yards of the Whitebreast Coal Company, 
A small foundry building adjoining 
owned by Walter Krogh, was totally de. 
stroyed with $4,000 loss. 


Want School Buildings Covered 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 14.—A protest agains 
the failure of the St. Louis board of 
education to insure school buildings ang 
other public property under its contro 
against loss by fire and tornado was 
made in a resolution passed by the Clay 
School Patrons Association Thursday, | 

The tornado that struck St. Louis Sept, 
29 destroyed three school buildings ang 
damaged several others, the total loss 
to the board of education being wel! 
in excess of $1,000,000. Several years 
ago the board over the protest of lead. 
ing insurance agents had adopted the 
self-insurance plan and when the tor. 
nado struck there was about $75,000 in 
the special insurance fund to meet the 
$1,000,000 loss. The board carries some 
fire insurance on a few of the school 
buildings, but the majority are unpro- 
tected against either fire or tornado. 
None of the structures destroyed and 
damaged by the Sept. 29 tornado was 
covered by tornado insurance. 


Rebuild St. Louis Tornado Zone 


ST. LOUIS, Dec. 14.—Approximately 
$5,000,000 has been spent for the recon- 
struction and repair of buildings de- 
stroyed or damaged in the tornado that 
swept through a portion of St. Louis 
Sept. 29. This estimate is based on the 
totals given in application for building 
permits from the tornado zones. Since 
the storm permits for rebuilding 1,301 
wrecked buildings have been issued. The 
total valuation of these permits was but 
$2,484,936 but represented only half of 
the real value of the work. 

There has now been a very sharp de- 
cline in the number of permits for work 
in the tornado districts. It is believed, 
however, that in the spring several 
major projects and a number of minor 
buildings and residences will be started 
in the path of the storm. 


Files Big Penalty Suit 


State Fire Marshal John W. Strohm of 
Iowa has brought suit against Mrs. W 
A. Seott, a milliner at Emmetsburg, for 
$2,540. The bill of complaint sets forth 
that the condition in which the defené- 
ant maintains her business premises con- 
stitutes a fire hazard. Notice was served 
upon her by the state fire marshal on 
Feb. 15 to put her premises in proper 
condition, which she has thus far failed 
to do. The state now seeks to collect, 
as a penalty under the law, $10 for each 
day elapsing since the order was issued, 
together with the costs of the action. 


Large Loss in Kansas City 


A loss estimated at nearly $1,000,000 
occurred in the Morris & Co. packing 
plant in Kansas City Dec. 8. This is the 
second fire in the Morris plant this fall, 
a $340,000 fire occurring Oct. 13. The 
plant is now owned by Armour & Co. 
and is used for produce storage. The 
fire was discovered early in the eveniné 
and was not brought under control until 
the next morning. 


Organize Local Associations 


B. J. Fradenburg, president of the Mis- 
souri Association of Insurance Agents, 
and Wilbur F. Maring, Jr., secretary of 
the association, will go to Trenton and 
Hannibal, Mo., this week to organize 
local associations. They will also visit 
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Ho was ~* as a No. 2 agent in St. Louis destroyed. The Tilden fire department 
he Clay _ frame buildings were destroyed Scones eae ~<A poe pry $20,000. | 
7 7 _ - Ss € © S ar s ate é «#V,VVY. . . 
aay. and four other structures damaged by a Th — st unty, Neb “A Staunch and Reliable American Company” 
is Bopt fire which swept through the business teat alee, decean Ui. fee ata 
gs and district of Neelyville, Mo., Dec. 10. The!) ching of a duplex house he owned re- D. M. FERRY, JR., President 
l 11 yas $15,000. The fi tarted & I 
al loss cance lececane ea <a e Hre started | turned a verdict of not guilty. insurance E. J. BOOTH, Vice- 
t t and f t threat- —— 
'& well a Lemnrens a5 sel lg ces “on of $12,000, more than the authorities be- | F. A. SCHULTE 
ly ened to wipe out the entire town The $12, ° | ‘ 
vo fire was brought under control by a chem- | lieved the property was worth, was car- | ; Treasurer 
f lead. ical truck sent from Poplar Bluff, 18 ried on the house, the state claiming it 52" j 4f H. E. EVERETT 
fed the miles north of Neelyville. , —_ bap do ~~ so omens Se LS — | YY , _ f , < at 2 
5 > Z o soak s yere | ¥ Fak. 3 
he tor Old paintings and rare books valued sen poy B oa ne tire. ' CF ae Lee fylacss a Fl ae 
5,000 in at $25,000 were destroyed when fire swept Lo f $60,000 saused by a fire | » a > ' . 
eet the the residence of the late J. W. Sharpe, SB Of 90U.0W was cause it’ of th 
: Union road, St. Louis county, Mo.| that practically wiped out half of the ah. 
8 some 311 - ; 7 business district of Macy, Neb., on Dec. 5 
school The building and other contents lost were The Kilbourn depen store. Peebles 
unpro- — at $10,000. There was no insur- drug store, Macy hotel and restaurant, a 47 Years of “Honorable Indemnity” 
ornado , barber shop and one residence were de- 
ed and TT. | stroyed. Only two small wastnese houses Assets, $2,444,162.93 Surplus to Policyholders, $1,063,644.94 
i | were left on the east side of the business | : 
o was Iowa Notes | section. ‘The town has neither a water- WM. T. BENALLACK, Superintendent of Agents, DETROIT, MICH. 
H. R. Robinson, for nine years assistant | works system or a fire department, and | 
cashier of the First Savings Bank, Rein- | the bucket brigade was called into action. | eenmteten 
one 
imately 
“a STATES OF THE SOUTHWEST Pe ae are 
gs de || Covering Milwaukee County and the 
Jo that — = state of Wisconsin 
Louis i 
on th | COMMENT ON COTTON GINS poration commission has issued 1,170; AT YOUR SERVICE IN 
Since | permits this year. | WE are especially well equipped to serve in- SURANCE 
& 1,301 * : | Fewer Total Losses surance companies with risk reports on 
d. The John E. Wilkinson, Chairman of Cotton | life, accident, health, fidelity, burglary, automo- C O M PA N a 
vas but Committee, Reviews Present Condi- “So far there have not been very many | bile, Ruy | Ry cases in Mitwaukee ye 
° e 2 1 e¢ state of Wisconsin. ver years 
halt of tions in Oklahoma total losses on gins and the small fires | experience in all phases of commercial and _in- of HART FORD CONN 
‘ usual to the class have been cut down | surance investigation insures competent handling - ‘4 
papel 7 rae and I feel that this condition has come | of your business. 
Phe OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 14—| about through the constant and ex- | setete Rates are as follows: 
seven Commenting upon the condition of | tremely frequent inspections by field | gp ag = — ae HENRY W. GRAY - President 
minor cotton gin insurance in Oklahoma, John | men, the state fire marshal’s office and | Milwaukee coumty ............-.ssc0.cssees $0.75 HARTFORD, CONN. 
started E. Wilkinson, chairman of the cotton | the inspectors of the corporation com- | a ~y¥ (in Wisconsin or the United abe 
committee for companigs in Oklahoma, | mission. The requirements in the mat- | cjaim reports | th ckchiiohs i a 
said: . | ter of fire prevention and fire protective | Investigations made by our medical staff vary CHARLES E. DOX, 
“While the amount of cotton ginned | devices of the corporation commission | > - —— — $50.00, depending on time Manager 
ohm of in Oklahoma this year will only be | are far more strict than those of the in- | gga a WESTERN DEPARTMENT 
irs, W slightly less than for the 1926 season, the | surance companies and the gin owner is | pend on good service to hold your business. 
. for insurance companies carrying the lia- | fast learning that he must maintain these all neni cate tla 
. bility on gin risks face a problem and | devices if he wishes to operate, as the J 
ct ee ees ats ac rote on the | commission does not hesitate to order'« | CREDIT REPORTING CO. || 223 W. Jackson Blvd. 
Bae - ‘ . : 
ps class for 1927. | gin shut down if its requirements are 1304 Fond Du Lac Avenue Chicago Illinois 
hal on “The fact that Oklahoma will produce | not met. MILWAUKEE. WISCONSIN ’ 
. . . | “Ww h di * " ’ 4 
he nearly as much cotton this year as it did ‘ eg <: ae have been good SUCCESSORS TO 
faile last year on the face of it makes it look | for the picking of the crop and there has | fati ‘Ne _ 
. . | r : A. National Reporting & Investigation Co. 
—— as though the situation should be ap- | been a plentiful supply of pickers. Usu- | _ Insurance Inspection Bureau GEORGE 0. SMITH - Manager 
ri proximately the same but conditions ally merchants in the cotton district do a Milwaukee Comer] Euperting Co. SAN FRANCISCO 
tion. gin-wise are bad because of the ex-| big business during the cotton picking ppe : 
tremely large number of gins that did | period because of the way the pickers | ps xe 
y not run at all and the large number that spend their money, but this year it has 
ane ran for a short time and then shut down | been different because the pickers are 
= because of the failure of the crop. Thirty- | buying only the bare necessities of life 
is the One counties in the cotton section have = ra poy fe This condition For Ohioans Only 
is fall, _ one to 19 gins shut down. Reports - no - t = ect on = powered 
_ The so far gathered, not complete by any or mercantile Classes in the cotton dis- 
& Co. means, show 161 gins that have not | trict and this situation should be watched Want to make a profitable “Eile tn connection with specialists 
, The operated at all during the season and | 2nd risks closely inspected.” in Automobile Insurance? 
— perhaps that many more have shut down <a’ Wri 
because of crop conditions. In the 1926 Report on Okmulgee rite now to 
Season there were 270,243 gin saws The National Board’s report on Ok- 
s pr raed and 25,150 saws inoperative mulgee, Okla., shows that the structural | The Metropolitan Motor 
and it is safe to assume that there are | conditions are weak and that frequent 
e Mis- more saws operating during the 1927 high winds and inadequate fire fighting Insurance Company 
gents, seas facilities make severe individual or y 
74 | Seorcsinnely s00 new gins ths. year, |S7O"R ret Deobanls, “Boverer, heletls | oe eae ee Asad Obie 
yn an are low, street widths fair and accessi- u i ve. velan 
ganize even though we have Reins of 161 bility unusually good. There is a proba- d, 
» visit gins that are not operating. The cor- | bility of serious individual group fires in 
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Insurance Atorneys | 








ARKANSAS 





O. M. YOUNG 


ATTORNEY AT LAW 
Specializing in 
INSURANCE PRACTICE 


Merchants National Bank Building 
‘ORT SMITH 








CALIFORNIA 





JOHN L. DYER 


Attorney 
Specializing in all phases of Fire, Life and 
Casualty Insurance Litigation 
Suite 329 Citizens National Bank Building 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 





FLORIDA 





LYMAN M. BECKES 


Attorney and Counselor at Law 
ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
Representing: American Automobile, Ameri- 
can Indemnity, Commercia!, Continental, Em- 
ang Georgia Casualty, "Metropolitan, Pre- 

VU. S. Casualty, U. S. F. & G.; and 
many ‘others. Regular Claim Dept. Company 
Trained Adjusters. 








JACKSON, DUPREE & CONE 


Citrus Exchange Building 
TAMPA 





ILLINOIS 





ALFRED R. BATES 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


189 W. Madison Street 
CHICAGO 


A Directory of Responsible Attorneys Specializing in Insurance Law 


ILLINOIS (Con.) 


IOWA 





JOHN E. CASSIDY 
ATTORNEY 


Facilities to attend Investigations, 
Adjustments and Litigation in 


Central Illinois 
1004 Peoria Life Bldg. PEORIA 








CHARLES S. ANDRUS 


Attorney 
Specializes in Casualty work, includ- 
ing investigations. 
614 First Nationa! Bank Bldg. 
SPRINGFIELD 








BROWN, HAY & STEPHEN 
714 First National Bank Bldg. 
SPRINGFIELD 











INDIANA 





S. BORTZ 
LAWYER 


620 Meyer-Kiser Bank Bldg. 
INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 














Frederick A. Brown 
1518 Otis Building 
CHICAGO 


George A. Henry Delbert O. Wilmeth 


HENRY & WILMETH 
Insurance Attorneys 

504-5 Meyer-Kiser Bank Building 
Indianapolis, Indiana 


Specially equipped to handle 
Investigations—Adjustments—Litigation 











Cassels, Potter & Bentley 
1060 The Rookery 
CHICAGO 





JAMES L. MURRAY 
AMERICAN CENTRAL LIFE BLDG 


INDIANAPOLIS 














EKERN & MEYERS 
Insurance Attorneys 
208 So. La Salle St. 
CHICAGO 


Slaymaker, Turner, Merrell, 
Adams & Locke 
Attorneys specializing in All Phases of 
Fire, Marine, Life & Casualty 
Insurance Litigation 
751-760 Consolidated Bl 

INDIANAPOLIS 





Parrish, Cohen, Guthrie, 
Watters & Halloran 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 


Register and Tribune Building 
DES MOINES 





MINNESOTA 





—— 


BUNDLIE & KELLEY 


SAINT PAUL 








Henry E. Sampson Sidney J. Dillon 
SAMPSON & DILLON 


Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Suite 601 Register & Tribune Bidg. 








DES MOINES 
KANSAS 
BEECHING & HALL 
HUTCHINSON 


Insurance Litigation in Cen- 
tral and Western Kansas 








HARRY W. COLMERY 
612 New England Building 
TOPEKA, KANSAS 





MICHIGAN 





ALEXANDER & RUTTLE 


Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
1433-1434 Dime Bank Building 
DETROIT 








Walters, Hicks, Carmichael & Head 


Fi c. WwW and Walters 
aay oe Pe 


916-20 Ford Bldg. 
DETROIT 








DUNHAM & CHOLETTE 
ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
1012-1016 Grand Rapids National Bank Bldg. 
GRAND RAPIDS 








LAURENCE W. SMITH 
Attorney and Counselor 
MICHIGAN TRUST BUILDING 

GRAND RAPIDS 


—————__ 


SEXTON, MORDAUNT & KENNEDY. 


4 ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 
Adjusters and pag ey me sent to any 














in the Northwest 
1601 Pioneer Building 
ST. PAUL 
MISSOURI 





COWGILL & POPHAM 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Commerce Building 
Kansas City, Missouri 











HOGSETT & BOYLE 
Grand Ave. Temple Bldg. 





KANSAS CITY 








WILLIAM E. STRINGFELLOW 
Donnell Court, ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI 


Attorney for: Aetna Life, Aetna Casualty « 
Surety, American Surety, F. of Md, 
Gen. Acc. Assur. Corp., Georgia ‘Casualty, 
Globe Indemnity, Independence Indemnity, 
Preferred Accident, Royal Indemnity, Stand. 
= qentens. Union Indemnity, U. S. Auto, 
ns. Exc. 








D. W. BURROUGHS 
ATTORNEY AT LAW 


Mai 
440 Planters Building 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 





NEW JERSEY 





SAMUEL M. HOLLANDER ° 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 


Chamber of N. J. 
Telepflone 1ia0-1 Market” 


Specialist in the Law on Breach of Warranty 
and General Insurance Cases 











NORTH CAROLINA 


CALE K. BURGESS 


Insurance Investigations, Adjust- 
ments and Litigation 


RALEIGH 














HICKS & FOLONIE 


231 So. La Salle St 
CHICAGO 


JOHN H. KIPLINGER 

















Silber, Isaacs, Silber & Woley 
Attorneys & Counselors 
HOME INSURANCE BUILDING 
CHICAGO 


Special Attention to the Law of 
Five Insurance and Taxation 








THOMAS, SHIELDS 





OHIO 




















La 
Amerian National Bank Bldg. & SILSBEE HOWARD M. CROW 
Specially equipped to handle insurance in- LAWYERS ATTORNEY AT LAW 
ag aspustmante ~— trial work, pare American State Savings Bank Bidg. LEADER BUILDING 
LANSING CLEVELAND 
IOWA hl MINNESOTA 

Jesse A. Miler 1 D. Shutclowerth ERNEST E. WATSON Rees H. Davis Fred J, Young Clare M. Vrooman 
Oliver H. Miller ‘Frederic M. Miller All Lines DAVIS, YOUNG & VROOMAN 


Miller Kelly Shuttleworth & McManus 
LAWYERS 


1315-1318 Equitable Building DES MOINES 








Represent Companies Only 
Including Defense of Negligence 
936 Andrus Bidg. Minneapolis 








Attorneys at Law 
Guardian Bldg. 
CLEVELAND 
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in 


OHIO 


ible Attorneys Specializing 


nsurance Law 


SOUTH DAKOTA 








JOHN H. McNEAL 


Trial Lawyer 

1967 E. Sixth St. Cleveland, O. 
Representing— ontinental Cas. Co.; Zurich 
Gen. Acc. & Liab. Ins. Co. ; Eagle Ind. Co.; 
Central West Cas. Co. New Amsterdam 
Cas. Co.; Republic Cas. Co.; U. S. Guar. 
Co.; Am. Guar. Co.; Ind. Co. of Am.; and 
many others. 


McNulty, Williamson & Smith 
Lawyers 

DAKOTA NATIONAL BANK BUILDING 

ABERDEEN, SOUTH DAKOTA 











—_——— 


KNEPPER & WILCOX 
Outlook Building 
COLUMBUS 





= 








| | MATHEWS & MATHEWS 
Attorneys At Law 
| 25 North Main Street 


DAYTON 
{ 








DENMAN, MILLER & WALL 
TOLEDO 











| Harold W'. Frazer Stanley J. Hiett 
Hampton G. Wall George R. Effler 
John W. Winn, Jr. R. W. Shumaker 
H. T. Hanley 
Fraser, Hiett, Wall & Effler 
ATTORNEYS 


3uite 710 Home Bank Building 
TOLEDO, OHIO 








Marshall, Melhorn, Marlar & Martin 








1032 Spitzer Building TOLEDO 
Edwin J. Marshal! John A. Smith 

Donald F. Meihorn Thomas J. Lynch 

Thomas O. Marlar Leland H. Notnagel 

Ray Martin C. A. Zinn 

Albert T. Goorley Henry R. Bloch 

Elwyn G. Davies Jchn M. Kiskadden 
Arthur Morgan Erskine Maiden, Jr. 


MORGAN AND MAIDEN 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
74-5 First National Bank Building 
YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 








OKLAHOMA 








Rittenhouse, Lee, Webster & 
Rittenhouse 
American National Bank Bldg. 
OKLAHOMA CITY 





SOUTH CAROLINA 





BAILEY & VOORHEES 


Charles O. Bailey Ray F. Bruce 
John H. Voorhees Melvin T. Woods, Jr. 
Theodore M. Bailey Roswell Bottum 


BAILEY-GLIDDEN BUILDING, 
SIOUX FALLS, 
INSURANCE PRACTICE. 








KIRBY, KIRBY & KIRBY 
Established 1886 
Joe H. Kirby Thos. H. Kirby 


Frank G. McCormick Paul L. Redfield 
L. C. O'Hara R. M. Dunn 


Sioux Falls 
General Counsel Western Surety Co. 





TENNESSEE 





WILLIAM HUME 
NASHVILLE 





WASHINGTON 





ROBERTS & SKEEL 
John W. Roberts E. L. Skeel 


N. A. Pearson William Truscott 
D. D. Mote Elwood Hutcheson 
Glen E. Wilson Eugene F. Hooper 


SEATTLE 





WEST VIRGINIA 





HARRY SCHERR 


INSURANCE AND 
CORPORATION LAW 


(Member Firm 
Vinson, Meek & Renshaw) 
Huntington, West Virginia 





WISCONSIN 





RICHMOND, JACKMAN, WILKIE 
and TOEBAAS 
ATTORNEYS-AT-LAW 
Adjusters sent any place in Wisconsin 
111 S. Hamilton St. MADISON 








STEPHENS, SLETTELAND 
& SUTHERLAND 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 
Investigators and adjusters sent throughout state. 


412-415 First Central Bldg. 
MADISON 








BLOODGOOD KEMPER & BLOODGOOD 
380-384 East Water Street, 
MILWAUKEE 


Representing U. S. Fidelity & Guaranty 
Company. Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany, Indemnity Company 








CORNELIUS OTTS 


LAWYER 
SPARTANBURG 








COLEMAN, MURPHY & McCAULEY 
5011 Plankinton Bldg. 
MILWAUKEE 
Specialized in Insurance 
Practice 15 years 



































the minor mercantile, manufacturing and | the Rounds & Porter Lumber Company, 
warehouse districts. The flying brand | Altus, Okla., were destroyed by fire, en- 
hazard is severe in the residential dis- | tailing estimated loss between $300,000 
tricts. The fire loss for the past five | and $350,000. Damage to the former was 
years amounted to $168,497. The number | believed to be about $50,000 and to the 
of fires per 1,000 population this year is } latter about $300,000. 
2.8, a low figure. Average annual loss A fire at Picher, Okla., resulted in loss 
per capita is $1.40. estimated at $20,000, when the buildings 
—— va housing the postoffice, Masonic Hall, an 
oins Easl Agenc automobile supply house, a cafe and a 
J ey “AS y rooming house were burned. The con- 
J. A. Roberdeau has become associated | fagration was in the congested district 
with the general agency firm of George | and for a time endangered the entire 
M. Easley & Co. of Dallas as assistant | business section The buildings were 
to Hal V. Hays, junior partner of the | owned by A. Bease of Pittsburg, Kan. 
firm. Mr. Roberdeau is the son of R. ¢ 
Roberdeau, president of the American } . R 
National Bank of Austin. He was edu- No C e in Houston tes 
cated in Virginia Military Institute and AUSTIN, TEX., Dec. 14.—New specific 
Texas University. Since leaving school | schedules for Houston, announced this 
he has been connected with the State | week by the state fire insurance depart- 
Insurance Commission, both in the fire | ment, effective Dec. 15, show no change 
and compensation departments in the key rate Raters for the depart- 
ment completed their work some time 
Tulsa Case Continued ago after taking several months to make 
: a survey of the city with regard to fire 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 14.—The hear- | hazards amd risks. 
ing of J. J. Jackson before the Insurance 
Board, set for Tuesday, has been con- 
tinued to Jan. 10. Mr. Jackson is Hyams Back at Work 
| charged by the Tulsa local board with Harry T. Hyams, special agent for E. 
|} illegally operating an insurance agency | J. Heavner & Co. of Tulsa, has resumed 
in connection with the Tulsa Trust Com- | his duties after having undergone a 
pany. An opinion bearing on this case | serious operation for kidney stone 
was received from the attorney general | a 
| Tuesday by A. L. Roark, secretary of the | T 
- . ? ’ — 6 | exas otes 
State Insurance Board, stating that Okla- Note 
homa insurance laws definitely prohibit | aa loss estimated at $150,000 was the 
| licensing or operation of an insurance toll ina five-hour blaze which swept two 
| agency by any bank, trust company or buildings at Wie hita Falls, Tex., Friday. 
| similar financial institution. Fire just out of Marshall, Tex., Thurs- 
| day, resulting from the wrecking and de- 
oa aa railment of a train, destroyed several 
Heavy Losses in Oklahoma cars and their contents of cotton baies. 
J Loss is estimated at $20,000 t 25,000 
OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 14—A wave of preg” beng © $25,0¢ 
Sienaivoia Gian Gah a Oklal ; Charter of the West Texas Mutual Fire 
was . . las swept anhoma In | of Verrion, Wilbarger county, was given 
the past two weeks, according to the | approval by the attorney general of Texas 
state fire marshal's office Fire at | and filed for record in the insurance de- 
Shawnee destroyed the Carnegie library partment Incorporators are O Mon- 
with loss of between $100,000 and kers H A Jones, S. T. Monkers, C. L 
$150,000 Of the 20,000 volumes in the | “5 and H. K. Campbell 
library, between 300 and 400 were saved Fire originating in Lane’s Cafe at La- 
> : ’ : ae : donia, Tex., destroyed the Ladonia Bot- 
s00kKs not destroyed by fire were uinec : ~ 
by water — ; — tling Works and W. A. Bradshaw's under- 
"F ’ iF : aie ; taking establishment, with loss of many 
: ire o undetermined origin Thursday | thousands of dollars The fire depart- 
| destroyed the Champlin Hardware Com- nent from Honey Grove, Tex., responded 
| pany and the general offices of the | to the emergency call for additional aid 
| Champlin Refining Company at Enid, | 2nd the Bonham and Paris departments 
Okla The two-story building was lo- ilso responded to the call. 
cated in the heart fF the cit) Explod- —_—_—_ 
ing ammunition hampered efforts of the 
firemen and contributed to the $250,000 Arkansas Notes 
loss before the flames were extinguished. | lire at Jonesboro Compress Company 
This was the worst fire in the city since | Jonesboro, Ark., Thursday, destroyed the 
1921, when the Longe-Bell Lumber Com- | ®2tire east end of the plant together with 
‘Stee at oe : oe — = ow “ offices equipment and stored cotton to 
weg sarees igang gayle $500 000 more than $100,000, with much of the 
The Noble Ray Produce Company and | loss not vet estimated 
i = 
' 
4. —— — ——_— 
BAPTISTS TO FORM MUTUAL | this convention have had a fire loss of 
$88,433 in the 13 years, or $6,802 per 
South Carolina Convention Decides Low | annum. Their buildings and equipment 
Loss Ratio in Past Merits are easily worth $4,500,000. So, the 
2s average > los as abo 5 ce ) 
Its Decision a rage hire loss was about 15 ents per 
$100 per annum, or one-seventh of the 
. ; 2 : ns average rate in effect. 
} S ec =I he wry - : ¢ 
le ote MBIA, | S. C., Dec. 14. An rhe fiscal officers of our churches 
. ote arolna e rt yl convention as | and institutions will be the company and 
_ — ee heap "ae ie an es of have absolute control of its policy ex- 
a company in which wi ye Carried in- cept as regulated by law in order to 





surance on churches, denominational 
educational institutions, parsonages and 
other buildings owned by the conv ention. 
A resolution was passed which provides 
that a committee be appointed to “pro- 
ceed to organize a church mutual fire 


insurance company” with headquarters 
in Columbia. 
The committee which had been ap- 


pointed to inquire into the 
organizing such a company 
report, which said: 

“The churches and parsonages are 
valued at more than $9,000,000. They 
have suffered a loss of $53,000 by fire in 
13 years or $4,077 per annum. This is 
an annual loss of 4% cents per $100 of 
value of 1/24 of the average rate fixed 
by the tariff bureau for South Carolina. 
This very low ratio of fire loss to our 
churches is accounted for by the facts 
that they are seldom exposed by reason 
of contiguous buildings, have fire in 
them only one or two days in the week 
through the winter months, have a 
crowd present when any fire is burning, 
are kept free of rubbish accumulations, 
and carry no moral hazard, as no one 
wants to burn them. 

“The schools and other institutions of 


feasibility of 
submitted a 


jis a 


insure its solvency.” 


Take Up Richmond Situation 


The Richmond committee of the 
Southeastern Underwriters Association 
will take up the commission situation in 
the Virginia capital at an early date, and 
endeavor to bring into line the promi- 
nent agency still paying top commis- 
sions to solicitors. The office in question 
holdover, the company it par- 
ticularly favors having been given time 


| in which to bring its contracts into har- 





mony following its accession to member- 
ship in the association. 


Henderson Heads Charlotte Exchange 


William Henderson was elected presi- 
dent of the Charlotte, N. C., Insurance 
Exchange at its recent annual meeting. 
The other officers elected were: Albert 
S. Orr, vice-president, Walter Beardsley, 
secretary-treasurer and Edward Shelby 
and Theodore James, elected to the board 
of directors. 





Covering Kentucky Tobacco 


LOUISVILLE, Dec. 14.—Tobacco sales 
got under way in the various loose leaf 
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markets of the state the past week. In- 
surance men are now fairly busy cover- 
ing tobacco as it is moving from auction 
floors to manufacturers’ or traders’ stor- 
age floors. 


Kentucky Notes 


A. G. Dugan, western general agent 
of the Hartford Fire, Chicago, is spend- 
ing a few days in Louisville, visiting his 
brothers, Tom and J. G. Dugan, Louisville 
casualty agents. 

Senator K. Gray, special agent for the 
Yorkshire in Kentucky, has_ returned 
after two months at Johns Hopkins Hos- 
pital, Baltimore, where he underwent 
treatment for an ailment from which he 
has been suffering for two years. 

Duquet W. Fowler, Louisville local 
agent, was reelected a member of the 
Kentucky house of representatives and 
will spend most of the spring at Frank- 
fort. He has also recently been elected 
Commander of Kentucky Post No. 1084, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars. 

Death has hit the family of R. L 
Hawes of R. L. Hawes & Co., Louisville 
local agents, five times in the past two 





brother, L. L. Hawes, died at Fort Worth 
three months ago. 


Virginia Notes 


Name of the Godbold-Saunders Com- 
pany, Richmond, Va., local agency, has 
been changed to the H. V. Godbold Com- 
pany. Mr. Godbold, president of the firm, 
decided to change the name of it after 
A. Harrison Saunders, vice-president, 
withdrew from it and organized an agency 
of his own. Mr. Godbold has acquired 
all stock owned by Mr. Saunders. 

Adjustment of the loss on the Samuel 
Valentine Shirt Company of Waynesboro, 
Va., which burned recently, is still in 
process of adjustment. Companies were 
reported to have suffered a total loss on 
a schedule of $105,000 covering stock, 
machinery and patterns. The building, a 
two-story brick structure, valued at $15,- 
000 and owned by R. S. Anderson of Dan- 
ville, Va., was covered by only $5,000 in- 
surance. 


Louisiana Notes 
Damage estimated at $50,000 was sus- 





years. On Saturday he received word of | tained when fire partly destroyed the 
the death at Fort Worth, Tex., of a | Cedar Grove School, in the southerA part 
brother, Frank W. Hawes. Another | of Shreveport, La. 
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PUSH CALIFORNIA BANK FIGHT 


Association Sends Out Letters to Stim- 
ulate Its Campaign Against 
Bank of Italy 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14.—One of 
the most aggressive campaigns ever at- 
tempted by the California Association of 
Insurance Agents to halt an objection- 
able movement was launched last Fri- 
day when practically every agency in 
the state was sent a copy of the recent 
statement of principles adopted by the 
association at its annual convention last 
month, with a letter calling attention to 
the invasion being made by the Bank of 
Italy into the local agency and broker- 
age business and asking for additional 
funds to carry on the fight until it has 
been definitely won. While most of the 
companies have expressed themselves in 
accord with the agents’ thoughts in the 
matter of financial agencies, the North- 
western National has entered into the 
field and has appointed approximately 
126 employees of the bank in various 
parts of the state and his directly so- 
licited representation in other banks. 

According to officials of the agents’ 
association this action on the part of the 
latter company has stimulated them to 
further efforts and it will not be surpris- 
ing if California sees the most intensive 
campaign ever waged against a single 
company as a result of this action. 

Percy S. W. Ramsden, secretary of 
the association, said that several legal 
firms in various parts of the state, are 
giving his organization advice and coun- 
sel so that no false steps will be made. 

The matter distributed last Friday to 
approximately 25,000 agents and brok- 
ers contained a copy of the national 
conference agreement, the names of the 
companies signing this agreement, the 
California association’s statement of 
principles, a map showing how the Bank 
of Italy “covers” the state and editorial 
clippings regarding the situation. 


Realtors Back Bank Fight 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14.—That the 
California Association of Insurance 
Agents may expect support and assist- 
ance from the California Real Estate 
Association in its fight against the en- 
croachment of the Bank of Italy into 
the insurance business is indicated by 
the action of the executive committee 
instructing the retiring president to sug- 
gest to the incoming president “that he 
appoint a committee of substantial mem- 
bers of this association with instruc- 
tions to investigate the subject of banks 
doing other than banking business.” 
Glenn D. Willaman, secretary of the Real 
Estate Association, was present at the 
Sacramento convention of the insurance 
agents and carried back to his associa- 
tion copies of the resolutions adopted 
at that time. 

Harry .R. Schroeter, president of the 
California Association of Insurance 





Agents and prominent realtor of Oak- 
land, explained the present situation con- 
fronting the agents, and when the reso- 
lution was presented it was seconded by 
Cc. A. (“Cappy”) Ricks, well known in- 
surance agent and vice-president of the 
Real Estate Association. 


Bakersfield Asks Investigation 


BAKERSFIELD, CAL., Dec. 14.—The 
board of supervisors of Kern county last 
Monday ordered District Attorney Bailey 
to draft a resolution to be forwarded 
immediately to Governor Young request- 
ing a state investigation of alleged arson 
conditions in the county and a further 
investigation to determine the attitude 
of the district attorney's office toward 
arson cases. 

Following a brief discussion of the 
three-fourths loss clause invoked in all 
sections of Kern county except Bakers- 
field by the Pacific Board the vote of 
the supervisors was unanimously in 
favor of a special investigation of the 
arson conditions which are claimed by 
the fire underwriters to exist in this 
county. 

The resolution to the governor will 
ask that an agent be sent by the state 
executive to investigate the asserted ex- 
istence of an arson ring in Kern county 
and the further declaration of the fire 
underwriters that county officials have 
been lax in their prosecution of arson 
cases and offenders. 


Bureau Managers Transferred 


W. K. Withers, manager of the Pacific 
Coast Adjustment Bureau, has an- 
nounced the exchange of managers be- 
tween the Phoenix, Arizona, and Sacra- 
mento, California, offices of the bureau. 
K. W. Withers has been transferred to 
Sacramento, L. M. McKinley, formerly 
manager at that city, being transferred 
to Phoenix. 


Seattle Controversy Settled 


SEATTLE, WASH., Dec. 14.—The con- 
troversy between King county, Wash., 
and two insurance companies over the 
question of a refund of approximately 
$5,000 in premium payments covering 
$405,000 insurance on county owned 
ferries, has been settled by a decision 
which orders the United States Mer- 
chants & Shippers to refund $4,031 of 
a $4,082 premium received, while the 
American is authorized to collect from 
the county a balance of $169 on a pre- 
mium of $576. 

The American, the decision states, is 
entitled to the balance of the premium 
due because no notice of cancellation 
was ever given by the county and the 
insurance still is in force. The refund 
of premiums paid the other company is 
ordered on several grounds, chief of 
which is that the transaction was in 
violation of the state insurance code, in 
that Seeley & Co., local agents, acted as 
brokers in the deal, a thing they could 
not legally do, as they are listed repre- 
sentatives of the company with which 
the insurance was placed. 


Plan Seattle Insurance Exchange 
SEATTLE, WASH., Dec. 14.—A build- 
ing 32 stories in height, largest in the 
west, and to cost $25,000,006, is planned 





for Seattle as a Real Estate & Insurance 
Exchange. Charles F. Clise and asso- 
ciates have announced plans for the new 
building which will cover an entire 
block 360 by 240 feet. The block is 
bounded by Third and Fourth avenues 
and Virginia and Stewart streets. 

Mr. Clise is president of the Globe 
Building & Securities Mortgage Company 
and the Clise Investment Company and 
is secretary of the Washington Securi- 
ties Company. 


Attend Utah Convention 


Thomas H. Anderson, Pacific Coast 
manager of the Liverpool & London & 
Globe; B. O. Selbach of Selbach & Deans, 
and Walter A. Newman, assistant secre- 
tary of the Pacific Board, attended the 
annual convention of the Utah Associa- 
tion of Insurance Agents in Salt Lake 
City as representatives of the Board. 
Percy S. W. Ramsden, secretary of the 
California Association of Insurance 
Agents, also attended the meeting at the 
request of the Utah agents, making one 
of the principal addresses at the con- 
vention. 


Adopts New Emblem 


OAKLAND, CAL., Dec. 14.—The Oak- 
land Association of Insurance Agents 
has adopted a new membership emblem 
which shows the three-way membership. 
The insignia was placed before the offi- 
cials of the National Association, and on 
receiving approval the special committee 
immediately adopted it. It shows the 
National Associjation shield supported by 
two pillars which rest upon a founda- 
tion consisting of the local and state 
associations. 


Form County Boards in Washington 


With the active assistance and co- 
operation of Harry C. Coffman, president 
of the Washington Insurance League, 
rapid progress is being made in western 
Washington in the formation of county 
insurance exchanges. Wherever it is 
possible, it is Mr. Coffman’s intention to 
form these various county organizations 
sO as they may easily dove-tail into the 
state league and so increase the useful- 
ness of that body. 


Coast Notes 


Charles H. Lum, assistant general man- 
ager of the National Board, addressed a 
group of business men at Bakersfield, Cal., 


last week on fire prevention and incen- 
diarism. 
Harry L. Simpson, Pacific Coast man- 


ager of the Westchester, Connecticut and 
Virginia Fire & Marine, has returned to 
San Francisco after a three weeks’ trip 
to southern California. En route back 
home Mr. Simpson stopped off at Bakers- 
field to look into local conditions regard- 
ing incendiarism and the prosecution of 
arsonists. 
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COLORADO RATE REDUCTION 


Representatives of Companies and In- 
surance Commissioner Cochrane 
Confer and Reach Agreement 


As the result of a very pleasant and 
satisfactory meeting between Jackson 
Cochrane, commissioner of insurance 
of Colorado, and the representatives of 
fire insurance companies doing business 
in that state, the following agreement 
has been reached: 


Statement on Agreement 


“In harmony with the practice of 
insurance companies operating in Colo- 
rado as evidenced by previous rate re- 
ductions, the committee having in 
charge the question of rates in that 
state took under consideration in July, 
1927, the experience in the state for a 
period of five years ending Dec. 31, 
1926, when the experience for that pe- 
riod was available with a view to effect- 
ing a further reduction in rates. After 


a conference between the representa-’ 


tives of the companies and Jackson 
Cochrane, commissioner of insurance, it 
was mutually agreed that.a decrease in 
rates be effected which will produce a 
reduction in premiums amounting to a 
total of $425,000 on classes to be se- 
lected by the companies as provided by 





law. The reduction is to be effective op 
policies of such classes issued on ang 
after Jan. 1, 1928.” 

Assistant Secretary Frank G. White 
of the Fireman’s Fund, A. T. Bailey of 
San Francisco, Pacific coast manager of 
the North British; Lee Simonton, map. 
ager Mountain States Inspection By. 
reau, and Frederic Williams, manager 
of the Rocky Mountain Fire Underwrit. 
ers Association, were in Chicago this 
week conferring with the members 9 
the supervisory committee of the West. 
ern Union and Western Insurance By. 
reau on the rate reduction program. 

W. B. Flickinger, North America; 
Fred A. Rye, Commercial Union; J. R. 
Wilbur, America Fore; C. H. Yunker, 
Milwaukee Mechanics; H. A. Clark, 
Firemens, attended the conference. 


DUNN IS DENVER MANAGER 





Northwestern National Announces His 
Selection to Take Charge of Moun- 
tain Field—Avery Resigns 


A. Jackson Dunn has been appointed 
manager of the Denver, Colo., branch 
office of the Northwestern National, ac- 
cording to an announcement from the 
home office. The appointment is effec- 
tive Dec. 15. Mr. Dunn has been as- 
sistant manager and special agent. He 
will have jurisdiction over Colorado, 
Utah and Wyoming. 

H. F. Avery, who has been manager 
at Denver for the company, has re- 
signed and will return to his old home 
at Colorado Springs, where he plans to 
reenter the local agency business. Mr. 
Avery has been traveling to a greater 
or less extent for many years and is 
tired of the road. The company has ex- 
pressed its best wishes and full appre- 
ciation of Mr. Avery’s past labors. 

Mr. Dunn will handle the field work 
in that territory for the present in con- 
junction with his new duties as man- 
ager. 


Broadcasts Fire Prevention Talk 

“Winter Fires,” one of the short radio 
talks on farm fire prevention sponsored 
by the fire prevention department of the 
Western Actuarial Bureau, was broad- 
cast Wednesday evening of this week 
from Station KOA, Denver, by E. E 
Brown of the Mountain States Inspec- 
tion Bureau. 





NEWS FROM THE EAS 
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LOCAL AGENT MISLED INSURED 


Policyholder Was Told Claim Would Be 
Paid—Company Then Tried to Set 
Up Limitations 


In Miceli vs. Atlas Assurance, New 
York Supreme Court, Livingston county, 
223 N.Y.S. 563, action was brought to re- 
cover on a policy. The company de- 
fended on the ground that the action was 
not commenced within one year after the 
fire as required by the terms of the 
policy. In respect to this the evidence 
tended to show the following facts: 

Immediately following the loss the 
agent of the defendant was notified, and 
during a considerable period. of time the 
agent led the insured to believe that the 
loss would be settled as soon as certain 
litigation which concerned the title to 
the property was settled. In reliance on 
the statements of the agent, the insured 
did not bring any action on the policy 
until after the expiration of one year. In 
holding that the acts of the local agent 
constituted a waiver of the limitation 
clause in the policy and bound his com- 
pany, the court said: 

“The authority of a local agent in the 
adjustment of a loss is well established 
(Bush v. Westchester Fires 63 N.Y. 
551); but in this case the company was 
treating the local agent, Swett, as its 
agent to adjust the claim, and held him 
out as having that authority. The plain- 
tiffs claim that the local agent, Swett, s 
that the claim would be paid when the 
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litigation relating to the title to the prop- 
erty was out of the way. He testified, 
however, that he made no such state- 
ment, but said rather that he thought 
the company would pay when the litiga- 
tion was disposed of. The fair conclu- 
s‘on, however, from his testimony and 
that of the plaintiffs, including their at- 
torney, is that he gave the plaintiffs and 
their attorney to understand the claim 
was held up solely because of the litiga- 
tion, and that it would be paid when the 
title to the property was cleared up. * * * 
“It is a clear case where a company 
has by a course of conduct, through its 
officers and local agent, put the insured 
off his guard and led him to believe that 
a provision of the contract would be 
waived. The waiver is not based solely 
on the two letters which were sent by 
the main office to the local agent, Swett, 
but on those letters and the general 
course of treatment of the company, and 
the acts and conduct of the local agent, 
supported, as the parties had a right to 
assume he was, by his principal. 
Defendant’s Duty Clear 


“In the interests of fair dealing, it was 
the duty of the defendant to accept or 
reject this claim, and it cannot now be 
heard to defend, after having led the 
plaintiffs and their attorneys to believe 
that the claim would be paid, whether 
the impression was given through the 
home office, or the company’s adjuster, 
or its local agent with the company’s au- 
thority. * * * 

“The plaintiffs are entitled to recover 
for the loss sustained by them under the 
policy. So ordered.” 





District Code Bill Introduced 


Representative Blanton of Texas has 
introduced in Congress a bill providing 
an insurance code for the District of 
Columbia, similar to that before the 
House last year. 


Geraghty Visits Chesapeake Pond 


The Chesapeake Blue Goose held a din- 
ner and business meeting in Baltimore 
last week. The guest of honor was Most 
Loyal Gander T. L. Geraghty, who made 
his first official visit since his elevation 
to the head of the order. Two new 
goslings were admitted to membership 
and committee reports indicated sus- 
tained activity in all matters connected 
with the pond. Most Loyal Gander R. 
Seabury d’Espard presided. 


Report on Easton, Pa. 


The Easton, Pa., report made by the 
National Board shows that in the princi- 
pal mercantile districts severe individual 
and group fires are probable and at some 
points could readily spread across the 
narrow streets. Not more than a mod- 
erate portion of the district, however, 
could be involved. Only individual or 
group fires are probable in minor mer- 
cantile and manufacturing districts. In- 
combustible roofs prevail in the _ resi- 
dential district and the general hazard 
is slight. The fire loss for the last five 
years was $726,371. The average an- 
nual number of fires per thousand popu- 
lation was 38, a low number. The loss 
per capita was $3.99, a moderately high 
figure. 


Assist in Vocational Forum 

Several Hartford insurance executives 
are assisting in a vocational forum con- 
ducted by the Y. M. C. A., to assist young 
men in analyzing their jobs and the kind 
of work in which they should engage. 
In addition to the speakers who will 
publicly talk on the subject, there will 
be friendly counselling groups following 
the meetings. Relative to the fire insur- 
ance business Secretary Fred C. Gustet- 
ter of the Phoenix Fire and Equitable Fire 
& Marine, will act as the counsel: for 
the casualty lines Superintendent L. N. 
Denniston of the Travelers, and for life 
insurance Vice-President Winslow Rus- 
sell of the Phoenix Mutual. 


Fleming Speaks at Jamaica 

NEW YORK, Dec. 14—Speaking at a 
meeting of the Queens county (N. Y.) 
local board at Jamaica a short time ago, 
T. Alfred Fleming, supervisor of the con- 
servation division of the National Board, 
counseled cooperation among the agents 
to advance the common cause of insur- 





ance. He particularly urged member- 
ship in the local, state and national as- 
sociations, holding that through such 
affiliation the local man “is brought in 
touch with the best thought of the great 
army of high class agents through the 
entire nation. The National association 
is the clearing house for all agency dif- 
ficulties. It is the body which pleads its 
cause in conferences. It is the organiza- 
tion which had so much to do with de- 
feating the bill in 1918, which would 
have authorized government insurance. 
It is the great insurance policy for the 
local agent’s business and the dues paid 
are but the premium on the type of in- 
surance that each agent is unable to 
supply for himself.” 


May Enter New York 
The Economy Fire of Washington, 
D. C., is contemplating entering New 
York state. toy A. Haynes is president 
of the company. 


Blue Goose to Syracuse 


yanders of the Empire State Blue 
Goose will make a flight to Syracuse, N. 





Y., the night of Jan. 9, where a dinner 
and meeting will await them. An invi- 
tation has been extended to Most Loyal 
Grand Gander Thomas L. Geraghty to 
attend, and he has promised the pond 
to do so if he possibly can. 


County Association Organized 


A new organization in the fire and cas- 
ualty field is Litchfield county, Conn., 
Fire & Casualty Underwriters Associa- 
tion, recently organized with Ennis B. 
Malette as president. D. Fletcher Al- 
vord is vice-president and John M. Wad- 
hams is secretary-treasurer. Twenty- 
five men attended the organization meet- 
ing, at which Charles B. Doscher and 
Donald G. North were speakers. 


Miscellaneous Notes 


A decree of dissolution has been en- 
tered in the superior court at Chicago 
involving the Milk Producers Mutual of 
Chicago. 

Roy W. Hocking has purchased the 
insurance agency of C. C. Slater, former 
mayor of Zanesville, O. Mr. Slater has 
become secretary of the Zanesville Sav- 
ings & Loan Company. 
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FORM MONTREAL INSTITUTE 


Toronto and Winnipeg Heretofore Only 
Cities in Dominion Having Such 
Organizations 


MONTREAL, Dec. 14.—The forma- 
tion of an insurance institute in Mon- 
treal has recently been accomplished, it 
being felt that opportunity for educa- 
tion and improvement in insurance 
knowledge will result in an increased 
efficiency in the staffs of various offices. 
W. E. Baldwin, Canadian manager of 
the Continental of New York, presided 
and explained the objects of the insti- 
tute. 

The following officers were elected: 
Honorary presidents, John Jenkins, W. 
E. Baldwin and Lewis Laing; presi- 
dent, Allan Glover; vice-presidents, W. 
Lawrie and S. Carlton; secretary, F. K. 
Ridge: librarian, Leith Baldwin. 

It was decided that the emrollment of 
members should be proceeded with, and 
a syllabus prepared. Toronto and Win- 
nipeg are the only two other cities in 
the Dominion which have insurance in- 
stitutes. 





Andrew Hamilton Leaves Sun 


Andrew Hamilton, who for the last 
eight years has been branch manager of 
the Sun at Montreal, has resigned that 
position and after the first of the year 
will open an adjusting office in Montreal 
under the name of Kilgour, Hamilton & 
Co. 


Winnipeg Institute Lectures 


WINNIPEG, Dec. 14—N. J. Black, man- 
ager of the Commercial Union Assurance, 
completed his lecture on the “Insurance 
Contract” before the members of the In- 
surance Institute of Winnipeg last week. 
This week A. E. McQuone commences a 
series of lectures on “Building Con- 
struction.” 


Fire Association General Agent 


The F. MacCulloch Company, Moose 
Jaw, Sask., has been appointed general 
agent for the province of Saskatchewan 
for the Fire Association. 


Winnipeg Fire Chief Retires 

WINNIPEG, Dec. 14—Fire Chief J. E. 
Buchanan tendered his resignation last 
week after 44 years’ service in the fire 
department, 29 of which he served as 
chief. He retires in accordance with the 
city by-laws, which require that every 
civic employe retire on a pension on at- 
taining the age of 65, if he has 20 years’ 
service to his credit. He first entered 
the ranks in 1883, when the department 
employed 32 men and has seen it grow 
to a complement of 288 men. 


Canadian Losses Compared 


According to the “Monetary 
fire losses in Canada for the 
ing Nov. 30 are 


Times,” 
week end- 
estimated at $123,900, as 





compared with $531,500 for the corre- 


sponding week of 1926. 


Saskatchewan Agents’ Convention 


The convention of the Saskatchewan 
Insurance Agents Association has been 
arranged to take place at Saskatoon in 
January and a complete program has 
already been arranged. E. J. H. Lanham, 
the secretary, states that the association 
will be incorporated at the next session 
of the legislature. 

A delegation from the Saskatchewan 
association appeared before the attorney- 
general of Saskatchewan recently, pre- 
senting certain amendments to the insur- 


ance act which they wished to be con- 
sidered in connection with the general 
administration of the act. 


Trans-Canada Selling Stock 


Stock in the Trans-Canada Insurance 
Company, incorporated recently, is being 
sold privately on a basis of $150 for $100 
stock. The fire department of the new 
company is expected to commence opera- 
tions about March 1, with headquarters 
at Montreal. The present capitalization 
is 10,000 shares of $100 each. 


Expect Increase in Automobile Rates 

WINNIPEG, Dec. 14—Due to the in- 
creased number of automobile accidents, 
it is expected that an increase in auto- 
mobile insurance rates may be looked 
for in the near future. Various causes 
are assigned for the increase, one being 


put down to the government sale of 
liquor, another to the high speed limit 
and yet another to the narrowness of 


some highways. According to one view, 
if cars had either the ordinary brakes 
or all had the four-wheel brakes, there 
would be less accidents. 


Farewell Dinner for Rowand 

WINNIPEG, Dee. 14—E. J. Don Row- 
and of Black & Armstrong, Winnipeg, 
who left this week to take a position in 
the Calgary office of that firm, was ten- 
dered a complimentary dinner by his 
friends and was the recipient of some 
handsome presents, on the eve of his de- 
parture. Mr. Rowand was well known 
in sporting circles in the city, being a 
member of the Winnipeg Rowing Club 
and other organizations. 





Winnipeg Bowling League 
WINNIPEG, Dec. 14—The 
Union Fire won the first series of the 
Fire Insurance Bowling League this 
week by winning two games from Smith, 
Fess & Denison, who finished in second 
place. There are 12 teams in the league, 


Norwich 


Canadian Notes 

A fire of unknown origin destroyed the 
building occupied by the Coambs Lumber 
Company at Saskatoon, Sask., causing an 
estimated loss of $40,000. 

The General Casualty of Paris has 
been licensed in British Columbia to write 
accident automobile (except fire), burg- 
lary, plate glass and sickness insurance. 

The Assecuranz-Union von 1865 has 
been registered and licensed in the pro- 





—— 


vince of Quebec to transact reinsurang 
business in all classes. The chief agen 
in - ae is Jules Thibaudeau of Mop. 
treal. 


At Grenfell, Sask., the Temple Blog 
was completely gutted by a fire. Thy 
occupants of the building were the Ban 
of Montreal, a_ confectioner, a_ dentist 
and several resident tenants. The esti. 
mated damage is placed at $30,000. 

Paterson’s elevator at Alexander, Man 
was destroyed last week by a fire of 
unknown origin. The elevator containej 
7,000 bushels of grain. A car of wheg 
on the track and some coal sheds jp 
which there were four cars of Coal wer 
also destroyed. 

Fire of unknown origin destroyed th 
entire building and stock owned by th. 
Estevan Hardware Company, a tailors 
shop and contents, and caused damage ty 
the stock and fixtures of an adjoining 
cafe at Estevan, Sask. The total damag 
is estimated at $20,000. This was th 
biggest fire in this town since 1909. 
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DECISION ON DUPLICATION 


Taking Out of Additional Insurance op 
Automobile Held to Void 
Policy 


In Suetterlein vs. Northern, Supreme 
Court, Broome County, New York, 2% 
N. Y. S. 409, the plaintiff took out a pol- 
icy of insurance covering an automobile. 
The policy stated that it should be void 
if at the time of a loss the insured had 
cther insurance covering the automo- 
bile. 

While this policy was in force, the 
insured caused another policy to be is 
sued to his wife covering the automo- 
bile. A loss occurred and the company 
denied liability on the ground that the 
additional insurance had voided the pol- 
icy. In reviewing the record and in 
finding in favor of the insurance com- 
pany the court said: 

“It may be that the Baltimore Ameri- 
can might disavow its liability under the 
policy; but, if it saw fit to waive any 
question as to such objections and rec- 
ognize its liability, so far as plaintiff and 
his wife are concerned, they should be 
compelled to abide by the facts as they 
represented them. I think it must be 
held that other insurance was procured 
upon the automobile with fhe knowledge 
and consent of the plaintiff, and even 
though this subsequent policy might be 
void or voidable, its procurement with 
the knowledge and consent of the plain- 
tiff voided the defendant’s policy. * * * 


“Rent a Car” Theft Case 


OKLAHOMA CITY, Dec. 14.—In the case 
of Joe Paul vs. Home, evidence showed 
the insured was in the “rent a car” busi- 
ness and that a person rented the car 
in question, drove it away and never re- 
turned. The Oklahoma Supreme Court 
held that this constituted larceny by 
fraud and came within the theft cover- 
age of the automobile policy issued to 
Paul. 


Louisville Theft Record 


LOUISVILLE, Dec. 14.—The auto theft 
bureau, Louisville police department, re- 
ported last week that records for the de- 
partment in November showed 350 cars 
stolen and 332 returned to owners 
Stolen cars figured a valuation of around 


$225,500, of which all but $19,400 of 
valuation were returned. This was the 


of the de- 
of cars stolen. 
made in con- 
auto thefts and four per- 
arrested in cars taken else- 
where. Most of the thievery is reported 
for joy riding, not many cars being 
taken out of the city for any distance 
or stripped. 


worst month in the history 
partment in the number 
Twenty-two arrests were 
nection with 
sons were 


Shows Water Supply Ample 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 14—Water Com- 
missioner Schroeder is greatly pleased 
with the result of the severe test placed 
on the city’s new storage reservoir by 
the Hardy Brothers fire, the largest it 
years. The 3,000,000 gallons used in put- 
ting out the conflagration made only 4 
small decrease in the 14,000,000 gallons 
in storage. When the new one at the 
A street station is completed it will give 
a total of 20,000,000 gallons storage ¢a- 
pacity. 
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To a suit by a vendor to reform a 

fre insurance policy and recover for a 
joss, the insurer interposed the defense 
that the fire was wilfully set by the 
yendee to defraud. Held that this de- 
fense Was improper so long as the vendee 
was not a party to the suit and plaintiff's 
cause Of action remained predicated 
solely on the theory of reformation so 
as to name the vendor, the one insured 
in the policy, instead of the vendee, the 
complaint alleging that the contract of 
insurance was entered between plain- 
tiff and defendant, but that by mutual 
mistake and inadvertence the vendee’s 
name was inserted in the policy as the 
party re Kohn vs. Fire Associa- 
tion, Sup. , Minn. 


BLAND RETURNS TO OLD WORK 


Resigns as Ohio Manager of the Con- 
tinental American Life to Go 
to the Coast 


Frank W. Bland has resigned as man- 
ager of the Continental American Life 
at Cincinnati, O., to become Pacific 
coast manager of THE NATIONAL UNDER- 
wrRITER with headquarters at San Fran- 
cisco, effective Dec. 15. Mr. Bland was 
for 10 years with THe Nationa, UNpeEr- 
wriITER before going with the Continen- 
tal American. He widely known 
insurance men throughout the country 
having traveled extensively for THE 
NaTionAL UNDERWRITER handling various 
phases of its work. 

In this new connection he will have 
jurisdiction over California, Oregon, 
Washington, Colorado and Utah, main- 
taining an office at San Francisco. Mr. 
Bland is experienced in the sales end of 
insurance publishing and is in addition 
a practical insurance man. He made 
an excellent record with the Continen- 
tal American Life at Cincinnati but felt 
the urge to return to his first love. 


is to 


Carroll DeWitt’s Mother Dead 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—Carroll L. 
DeWitt, assistant manager for the Fred 
S. James & Co., companies, is bereaved 
ewing to the death of his mother, Mrs. 
Mary A. Binford, who died last night 
at his residence in Bronxville. The 
burial will take place at Bronxville 
Thursday. Mrs. Binford had reached an 
advanced age and had been failing for 
some time. Recently Mr. DeWitt was 
on a trip to the south and was recalled 
owing to the critical condition of his 
mother. Mrs. Binford was known to a 
number of insurance men. She was a 
woman of most estimable character. 


Federal Bank Guaranty Bill 


A bill designed to afford protection to 


depositors of banks in the federal re- 
serve system, which become insolvent 
has been introduced in Congress by 
Representative Brand of Georgia. It 
authorizes an appropriation of $50,000,- 
000 to be known as the “depositors 
guaranty fund” which will be used in 


settlement of claims of depositors of all 
banks which fail. This is modeled after 
the state guaranty fund plan which has 
Proved unsuccessful. The plan of the 
bill is to use the franchise tax annually 
paid by the 12 federal reserve banks into 
the treasury of the United States for the 


Purpose of creating the guaranty fund. 
Howard Sloneker Hurt 

HAMILTON, OHIO, Dec. 14.— 

Howard Sloneker, secretary and man- 


ager of the Ohio Casualty Company of 

amilton, was injured this week when 
his machine skidded on the road at the 
West approach of the Columbia bridge 
and crashed into an embankment. His 


chest Was injured and his face lacerated 
by glass. 





“AD” MEN SELECT PLACE 
FOR ANNUAL CONVENTION 


MEET NEXT IN WASHINGTON 


October Is the Time—No Spring Ses- 
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Darrow: W. W. Ellis, L. A. Jacobs, 
J. W. Longnecker, J. H. Woods, L. F. 
Tillinghast, H. A. Warner, D. St. C. 
Moorhead. 

Press Cooperation—Chairman, J. W. 
Longnecker; J. P. Licklider, E. A 
Brock. 





Sion for Insurance Advertising | Educational—Chairman, Henry H. 
Conference Age! B. N. Mills, W. W. Ellis, Ralph 
. smiley. 
Washington was chosen as th place | Finance—Chairman, D. St. C. Moor- 
s ¢ s sen as the é . . 

: . : : a head: Arthur Reddall, W. W. Darrow. 
of meeting of the Insurance Advertising 2 : 
Conference next October at a meeting 
of the executive committee held in New 
York last Saturday. It was decided not Casualty Notes 
to hold a spring meeting. The Jefferson Auto Mutual Casualty is 

Under the new by-laws separating the | bine organized in New York ' 
offices of secretary and treasurer, W. W. cole es ete “license d a ee 
Darrow of the Home resigned as secre- The ieee ae a a 
tary-treasurer effective Jan. 1. George | N. J., has been lice nsed in Virginia. 

E. Crosby of the Aetna — appointed | William G. Judd, who had been with 
secretary and Luther B. Little treas- | the Minneapolis office of the Aetna. Life 
urer, effective on that date. | for 29 years, died last week at his home 

. : : there He was 72 years old. 
Owing to the increased work of the | = >» Uieestdiitelh tele Goln és 
c . ° é decree o sso oO as ee en- 
conterence and for further development | tered in the Superior court at Chicago, 
purposes, it was voted to increase the | completing the dissolution of the United 
»c f ° Si- £ — : rc | States Assurance, an assessment acci- 
duc trom $10 to $15 Of voting Tine mber { dent and health association 

and to make the initiation fee $5 for all | _G._F. Silliman, assistant secretary of 
new members. | It was decided to with- | the Republic Casualty of Pittsburgh, re- 
draw from affiliation with the Interna- | cently visited the Vetter-Henate, Agoner, 
tional Advertisers’ Association. = Capeattnd yom ae Rig Boe hpenard 

The following committees appointed | Akron, O 
by President Elvins were approved: | The Continental Casualty will with- 

Membership—Chairman, John Hall | draw its life indemnity, non-cancellable 

; : é ; . } income disability policy in New York 
Woods; J. J. Doyle, Charles E. Free- | Gity territory Dec. 31. It has already 
man, J. P. Lyons, A. L. Spaulding. been withdrawn from the rest of the 

Trophies—Chairman, Leon Soper; | field. : ol . 

3 > > sale r "hae , Arthur . and has een appointec 
C. E. Rickerd, H, \ te hapman. . superintendent of the department of 

Standards of Practice—Chairman, | guaranteed attorneys at the New York 

Luther B. Little: Alice E. Roche, D. S. | City, office of the a the on | 

she: & Guaranty é has een connecter 

Moorehead. , - ’ with the company in that department 

Public Relations—Chairman, W. W.j| for a number of years. 
B. C. VITT CLYDE A. HOLT 


HARRY R. BUSH 
President 


Capital 
$500,000.00 


erty Damage; 


Superintendent of Agencies 





Surplus to Policyholders................ 


Is prepared to furnish insurance as follows: 
Fire; Lightning; Tornado; Automobile Fire, Theft, Collision, and Prop- 
Automobile Dealers Policies; 
Profits and Commissions; Use and Occupancy; Hail and Rain Insurance. 


Secretary 


Incorporated 
1906 


.$1,052,665.27 


Rents and Rental Values; 

















R. M. BISSELL, President 
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WILLIAM WALSH, Secretary 


TWIN CITY FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 


The Company That Aims to Excel in Service 


TORNADO 
AUTOMOBILE 


FARM 
TRACTOR 
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Organized 1867 


WHEELING FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 


Capital $200,000.00 
Surplus to Policyholders $380,507.56 


O. E. STRAUCH, Secy. WM. V. FISCHER, Asst. Secy. C. W. VOELLGER, State Agent 
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Clearance is automatic 
—lightning fast elimin- 
ating all handle “crank- 
ing. 


TO MULTIPLY 
PRESS ANOTHER 
KEY 


Multiplication also is auto- 
matic — result appears instan- 


taneously. 
BEFORE YOU 
DECIDE SEE 
MARCHANT. 





Write or 
consult 
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‘London & Lancashire 


Insurance Company 


Limited 
of London 


HENRY W. GRAY, U. S. Manager 
Hartford, Conn. 


CHARLES E. DOX, Manager 
Western Department 


223 West Jackson Boulevard 
Chicago, Illinois 


GEORGE O. SMITH, Manager 
San Francisco 
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GREETINGS 


-p Qeamgynatesaimudes which result from mutually satisfac- 


tory business relations are the finest products of 
business. 


“The F & D is happy in the knowledge that it has 
many such friends throughout the country—friendships 
which have had their origin in business and which have 
been strengthened through personal contact. 


“To this large body of personal friends the company 
sends its best wishes for a Merry Christmas and a Happy, 
Prosperous New Year. If it should be our good fortune 
to assist in making that last wish become a fact, we shall 
be very glad. 


FIDELITY ann DEPOSIT 
COMPANY 


of Maryland 
BALTIMORE 


FIDELITY and SURETY BONDS—BURGLARY and 
PLATE GLASS INSURANCE 
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SHARP{INCREASE MADE _ 
IN AUTOMOBILE RATES 





Companies Find It Necessary to 
Advance Insurance Cost on 
Pleasure Cars 





LOSS RATIO IS HIGHER 





Experience in Cities and Sections in All 
the States Has Been Well 
Investigated 





NEW 
Monday 
ualty 


YORK, Dec. 14.—Effective 
the National Bureau of Cas- 
& Surety Underwriters put into 
effect new public liability rates on pri- 
vate motor cars the advance being about 
16.6 percent on the average for the coun- 
try as a whole. The increases vary in 
different localities and with various cars. 
In New York City for example the in- 
creases are 4, 19 and 32 percent accord- 
ing to the old grading. The high priced 
cars have the least increase. The great- 
est increase comes with the more popu- 
lar car. The National Bureau tabulated 
its experience by states and sections of 
states. Some increases run as high as 
40 percent. In some localities there is 
very little increase. It has been found 
that in some of the outlying districts it 
has been necessary to increase the rates 
materially because the experience has 
been unfavorable. 


Whitney Explains the Increase 


A. W. Whitney, acting manager for 
the bureau, said that in past revisions the 
general level of rates was reduced stead- 
ily in accordance with experience but 
the downward trend ended abruptly. 
The recent survey showed that condi- 
tions had been reversed and now the 
trend is definitely upwards. Comment- 
ing further he said: 

“The experience data on which these 
new rates are based,” he said, “cover 
the period 1923 to 1927, inclusive. This 
information shows that the downward 
trend stopped and turned upward dur- 
ing 1925. In 1926 the insurance com- 
panies as a group suffered an underwrit- 
ing loss. The available data for the 
present calendar year show that the 
upward trend is continuing. 


Causes for the Revision 


“It has been revealed that the fol- 
lowing are among the principal causes 
which made an upward revision in rates 
mandatory: Automobiles are more pow- 
erful and capable of being operated at 
greater speed; the total mileage of im- 
proved highways has increased steadily, 
resulting in greater aver age use of au- 
tomobiles; there has been increasing fre- 
quency of claims; there is a growing ten- 
dency on the part of injured persons to 
demand larger amounts as damages; 
there has been a very marked tendency 
on the part of juries to award larger 
amounts of damages. 





is 


“It simple justice to state that, 
while the rates have been increased over | 


NATIONAL SURETY IS 
TO WRITE PLATE GLASS 


START WITH NEW YEAR 


Will First Operate in New York City 
District and Gradually Extend 
Its Operations 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—As an added 
service to its agents and assureds the 
National Surety will begin writing plate 
glass insurance with the beginning of 
the new year. For a time it will restrict 
its activity in the field to New York 
City and the contiguous territory. The 
ultimate purpose, however, is to trans- 
act the business at all important cen- 
ters throughout the country. R. A. 
Algire, vice-president in charge of the 
burglary department, will have general 
supervision over the plate glass line as 
well. 

The National Surety is the third prom- 
inent surety company to enter the plate 
glass arena during the present year. 
The American Surety made the depart- 
ure some months ago and the Fidelity & 
Deposit started within the past two 
weeks. Though one of the minor of the 
casualty lines, 
one of the most attractive 
competent management 
profit. 


under 
steady 


and 
vields a 








the country about 16 percent, this in- 
crease would have been considerably 
greater had it not been for the earnest 
efforts put forth by state and municipal 
authorities, local organizations, news- 
papers and insurance companies in acci- 
dent prevention work. 


Praiseworthy Results 


“Praiseworthy 
complished by 


have been ac- 
such measures as traffic 
regulation, strict examination require- 
ments for drivers, safety campaigns 
among both drivers and pedestrians, rev- 
ocation of the driving licenses of op- 


results 


| handle 


plate glass insurance is | 


| & Co. 


NEW ENGLAND OFFICE FOR |CQMPANIES AROUSED 


NATIONAL, CONTINENTAL 


WORMWOOD MADE MANAGER 





Resigns from Norwich Union Indem- 
nity to Handle Business of Two 
Western Companies in Hartford 


BOSTON, Dec. 14—Daniel W. 
Wormwood, for the past five years man- 
ager of the Norwich Union Indemnity, 
which will cease writing business in 
Massachusetts at the end of the year, 
has resigned to become New England 
manager of the Continental Casualty of 
Chicago and the National Casualty of 
Detroit, which are now closely affiliated. 
A new department has been created 
which will have headquarters in the 
Judd building in Hartford and will 
all of New England, with the 
exception of eastern Massachusetts, for 
the Continental Casualty, and all of 
New England for the National Casualty, 
which starts the writing of general cas- 
ualty lines the first of the year. Eastern 
Massachusetts will continue in the hands 
of the Boston office of Gilmour, Rothery 
so far as the Continental Cas sualty 
icerned. 


is 


cor 
Two New 


O. 
Norwich 


Special Agents 
Norman 


the 


Travis, who also 


Union Indemnity, will be 


| associated with Mr. Wormwood as spe- 


erators and penalties imposed by courts | 


on careless and reckless operators. 

“There is much work yet to be done 
in the field of accident prevention and 
the insurance companies are among the 
most enthusiastic in hoping that the 
near future will bring forth results in 
this field which will justify a downward 
revision in rates.” 

Property damage rates have not been 
changed. 


Reaction of the Public 


The reaction of the insuring public to 
the new figures is awaited by casualty 


underwriters wit hno little concern. One | 


prominent executive frankly admits the 
fear that rather than pay the increased 
rates a considerable number of motor- 


ists will conclude to become self-insur- | 


ers, and that as a rule these would likely 
be the most desirable class in that they 
would depend upon extreme care in 
driving to avoid accidents. The ré%son- 
ing may prove fallacious, and yet, in the 


opinion of this manager there is little | 
doubt but that it will be adopted by | 


many car owners. 
Cloud of State Insurance 


Still another theory advanced is that 
the new rates will accentuate the de- 


| ardous 
| in 


cial agent for Connecticut and western 
Massachusetts, while F. W. England, 
now with the Norwich Union Indem- 
nity, will travel out of Boston as special 
agent for Maine, New Hampshire, Ver- 
mont and Rhode Island. The claim de- 
partment at 40 Broad street, Boston, 
will continue to serve eastern Massa- 
chusetts. 
Mr. Wormwood’s Career 


Mr. Wormwood began his insurance 
career with the John C. Paige & Co. 
office as an office boy. Then he accepted 
a clerical position with the Employers 
Liability United States branch. In 1912 
he went with the Royal Indemnity in 
the office of the New England man- 
agers, Field & Cowles, as payroll auditor 
in connection with workmen’s com- 
pensation business. Later he did claim 
work in burglary and plate glass lines, 
and acted as special agent for seven 
years. Mr. Wormwood’s next activity 
was with the Travelers as spec 
in liability lines. He became a field 
man for the Aetna and in 1922 was 
civen the New England management of 
the Norwich Union we 


mand for state insurance, with its spe- 
cious claims to cheap indemnity, a plea 
that always gains a following and which 
undoubtedly would be lived up to until 
a state gains its normal experience. 


Once Favored Branch 


Automobile liability insurance for 
years was one of the favored branches 
of the casualty business and company 
managers looked to it to help them out 
on their compensations and other haz- 
lines. The mounting loss cost 


1927, and that since Jan. 1 of the 


| present year, changed the status of the 


' 


business entirely and is responsible for 
the rate increase now demanded. 


ey 





ON COMPULSORY PLAN 


Trend in Automobile Insurance 
Along Public Lines Attracts 
Wide Attention 








PUBLIC IS FAVORING IT 





Declare That False Impression Pre- 
vails as to Experience Under 
Massachusetts Law 





NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—The casualty 


companies are confronted with one of 
the gravest problems they ever en- 
countered. The sentiment in favor of 


compulsory automobile insurance is 
widespread and is growing rapidly. The 
people at large feel that those who are 
not financially responsible should be 
forced to place themselves in a posi- 
| tion where if they do cause injury there 
| can be some financial recompense. The 
legislators and public in general ars 
not inclined to go into the causes of 


leaves | 
|} automobile accidents, 


ial agent | 


j the effect of com- 
on accident frequency, 
They simply take the position that 
driving a car should not be a 
on the public highway and if 
an injury should pay 


pulsory insurance 
t { 
a man 
menace 
he doe Ss 


cause he 


tor 


Big Premium Producer 


The automobile insurance business 
has bulked large in premiums. It is 
now the major line with a number otf 
companies. In the effort to overcome 


workmen's 
companies have 


he deficit in 
insurance, 


compensation 
pushed hard 


for automobile business, believing there- 
by they could fill up the gap. Casualty 
officials in the east believe that they 
have the leak in workmen’s compensa- 
tion insurance stopped. That is, they 


take the position from now on the deficit 


will not be so large and they hope in 
time to reach the point where compen- 
sation insurance will break even. That 


may be 


some years ahead. 
Automobile Business in Danger 


Now they are confronted with a public 
movement that may have a big effect on 
mobile premiums. If compulsory 
insurance is adopted in many states the 
whole trend of the business may be 
greatly disturbed Furthermore, the 
states then will have a voice undoubt- 
edly in the making of rates. Casualty 
officials view this tendency with alarm. 
Furthermore, they see in this trend an 
opportunity for politicians to have more 
offices to deal out. There will be some- 
thing more for a state government to 
regulate, a new source of revenue, the 
strengthening of bureaucracy. This 
tendency is well recognized these days. 


Massachusetts’ Experience 


The companies have been surprised 
at some of the conclusions drawn from 
compulsory automobile insurance in 
Massachusetts. The word has gone out 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 44) 
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REBATING ON CONTRACT 
BONDS IS SORE ISSUE 


—_— 


OFFICIALS CAN CURE EVILS 


Hoped That Surety Companies Will Get 
Southern California in Line 
for Regular Practices 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—With the 
cessation of rebating on contract bond 
business in the twin cities of Minnesota, 
and the marked curtailment of the prac- 
tice in the same connection in Iowa, the 
only open spot in the surety world now 
is southern California, where the situa- 
tion is as it has been for a considerable 
time and probably will have to get 
worse before real improvement can be 
hoped for. Agents in the territory place 
the blame for the unethical practices 
that thus obtain upon the shoulders of 
a non-affiliated company, but officials 
here assert that this is unwarranted. 
The strife for business and the pay- 
ment of excess commissions and brok- 
erages in order to secure it have existed 
long prior to the launching of the new 
coast corporation. The situation in and 
about Los Angeles parallels very closely 
that in St. Louis a year or two ago, 
when rebating, rate cutting and excess 
commission paying was rampant. It 
abounded to such a degree that the 
underwriters only came to their senses 
and agreed upon complete reformative 
measures when a late entrant into the 
arena announced its determination to 
cut to the bone along every line, unless 
complete cooperation were had. That 
any situation can be cured if the offi- 
cials determine to that end is evidenced 
by what has been accomplished at St. 
Louis, and more recently in Minnesota 
and Iowa. Southern Cailfornia can be 
whipped into shape just as soon as the 
powers that be determine that they are 
tired of present practices and that the 
territory must get into harmony with 
the balance of the country. 


REMINGTON IN NEW POSITION 


Former Eetna Man Now Heads Amer- 
ican Patent Protection Corporation 
of Hartford 


Charles H. Remington has become 
president and director of the American 
Patent Protection Corporation of Hart- 
ford. Mr. Remington was _ formerly 
vice-president and director of the Aetna 
Life and affiliated companies at Hart- 
ford. Thé company was organized three 
years ago. Its business consists of 
guaranteeing patents, its policies serving 
as protection for patent owners just as 
a bond for deed protects the possession 
of property. All its contracts are guar- 
anteed by the Great American Indem- 
nity. Besides its protecting patents the 
company also writes policies benefiting 
a nolicyholder who is involved in patent 
infringement litigation and also policies 
protecting customers selling the pat- 
ented article. The company, however, 
is not an insurance company and is not 
under supervision of any state insurance 
department. 


H. S. Ives’ Father Ill 


PAUL, MINN., Dec. 14.—Gideon 
g th , former lieutenant governor of 
Minnesota, and father of Henry S. Ives, 
vice-president of the Casualty Infd®ma- 
tion Clearing House, is quite ill at his 
home here. 


Mutual Information Bureau Elects 


The Mutual Information Bureau of 
Chicago, a clearing house to check on 
fraudulent claimants and_ repeaters, 
which is supported by 33 casualty com- 
panies and 21 railroads and other self- 
insuring companies, held its annual 
meeting in that city. 

The meeting was well attended and 
noteworthy for declarations by many 











SOME HIGH LIGHTS AT THE BANQUET 


| 


OF THE INSURANCE FEDERATION 








HE Insurance Federation of Amer- 
"Tics receives its strongest support 

from the casualty companies and 
casualty general agents. It was organ- 
ized primarily to combat state insurance. 
State insurance finds its line of least re- 
sistance in workmen’s compensation in- 
surance. The Federation therefore is the 
militant organization attempting to edu- 
cate the public and legislators as to the 
fallacy and ineffectiveness of state insur- 
ance plans. The casualty people have 
gotten back of the Federation and carried 
it along. At the annual meeting in New 
York last week the Federation went 
strongly on record against compulsory 
automobile insurance, realizing the fact 
that this movement was headed toward 
state insurance. 

* *k * 

There are a few men who attend these 
annual meetings in New York and are 
not associated with casualty insurance 
that take an active interest in the Federa- 
tion. One is Henry Moir, president of 
the United States Life, who never misses 
a banquet. Hill Montague, Richmond, 
Va., the fraternal man, head of the 
Golden Seal, always attends and is a 
member of the board of trustees. Seated | 
at the head table at the banquet were 
Mr. Montague, W. G. Curtis, president 
National Casualty; Frank T. B. Martin 
of Omaha, newly elected president of the 
Federation; William BroSmith, vice- 
president Travelers; W. M. Byrne of St. 
Louis, the retiring president; Phil Bran- 
iff of Tulsa, Okla.: Insurance Superin- 


tendent oe A. Beha of New York: 
President E. Lott, United States Cas- 
ualty; ( seorge Ww. Pangborn, Indianapo- 


lis, and James H. Carney of Boston. 
* * * 
Ladies were present this year and they 
added to the attractiveness of the ban- 
quet. Phil Braniff with his guitar gave 


a few observations, his stuff being prop- | 


erly intoned. Phil in passing said that it 
was his first and last appearance on 
Broadway. When the orchestra struck 
up “The Sidewalks of New York,” Su- 
perintendent Beha stood up and led the 
singing. 
*x *k x 

Inasmuch as a number of 
commissioners were in the city attend- 
ing the meeting of the National Conven- 
tion of Insurance Commissioners many 
of them were guests at the banquet. 
Among these were Superintendent Dun- 
ham of Connecticut, Commissioner But- 
ton of Virginia, Commissioner Detrick 
of California, Commissioner 
Massachusetts, Commissioner Taggart of 
Pennsylvania, Commissioner Freedy of 
Wisconsin, Commissioner Cochrane of 


insurance 


Colorado, Commissioner Sullivan of 
New Hampshire, Deputy Harlow of 
Iowa, and Commissioner A. S. Caldwell 


present of actual worth of 
forded subscribers. The officers, H. D. 
Wagner of the Employers Liability, 
president; George F. Baker of the C. M. 
& St. P. R. R., vice-president, and Miss 
E. Luther, secretary-treasurer, were re- 
elected. 


Wormwood Joins National Casualty 


Daniel J. Wormwood has been ap- 
pointed manager of the New England 
office of the National Casualty of De- 


troit, which will begin the writing of 


general casualty lines Jan. 1. Mr. 
Wormwood’s office will be in the Judd 
building, Hartford, Conn. Until re- 
cently Mr. Wormwood was the New | 
England representative of the Norwich 
Union Indemnity. His headquarters 
were in Boston. 


Northwestern Surety Broadens Field 
NEW YORK, Dec. 


enter the casualty 


14.—Planning to 
field in addition to 


Monk of | 


service af- | 


of Tennessee, who is president of the 
commissioners’ organization. 
. * 3 


William S. Diggs of Pittsburgh, who 
started the first Federation when he was 
a general agent at Cincinnati, was pres- 
ent, having spoken at the business meet- 
ing in the afternoon. Charles H. Burras, 
president of the National Association of 
Casualty & Surety Agents, was on hand, 
accompanied by such stalwarts as 
George D. Webb of Chicago, James W. 
Henry of Pittsburgh, Charles T. Ashley, 
Jr. of New Bedford, Mass., George W. 
Pangborn, Indianapolis, and James H. 
Carney of Boston. 


Harlan E. pnd el ng 
| “Federation News,” former 

| newspaper man, who made a name for 
himself in his feature stuff called “Bab’s 
| 





editor of the 


Chicago 


Ballads” and who conducts a special 
page in the “News” that brings out his 
special kit of wit and pleasantry, was 
on hand to assist Secretary John T. 
Hutchinson, as was Mrs. Mary Fletcher, 


one of the Federation’s 
* Ox 


L. R. Welch, president of the Fitch- 
burg Mutual Fire, enjoyed Phil Braniff’s 
verse alluding to President Lott of the 
| United States Casualty and his war on 
the mutuals. Secretary Walter H. Ben- 
nett of the National Association of In- 
surance Agents and Frank L. Gardner 
of Poughkeepsie, N. Y., who recently 
retired as president of the organization, 
were present. 


organizers. 


* * bd 
Claris Adams, secretary of the Ameri- 
|can Life Convention, stepped into the 
room after the banquet as he had just 
| arrived in town. He sought out his old 
legal partner, George E. Turner, general 
| counsel of the Casualty Information 
Clearing House. H. R. Gordon, execu- 
tive secretary of the Health & Accident 
Underwriters Conference, was present. 

* ke OX 
At one table sat a group of folk who 
make up a sprightly social set at meet- 
ings of the insurance commissioners. 
They were Joseph Button, Virginia com- 


missioner: Jesse S. Phillips, president 
Great American Indemnity; Commis- 
sioner H. P. Dunham, Connecticut; 


Manager E. C. Stone, Employers Lia- 
bility; President E. J. Heppenheimer, 
of the Colonial Life, Jersey City. 
They were all accompanied by their 
wives. Mrs. Cannon of Richmond, Va., 
friend of the Buttons, accompanied them. 
At the Richmond meeting of the com- 
missioners last spring Mrs. Cannon was 
hostess for a delightful evening at her 
| home when some of the convention peo- 
| ple were present. 


4. Be Fleming, al of the fire pre- 
vention activities of the National Board, 
| was one of the guests. 


writing exclusively fidelity and 
business as now, the recently formed 
Northeastern Surety of this city will 
| increase its capital to $550,000 through 
| the issuance of 3,000 additional shares 
| of stock to be sold at par value of $100 
| each. 


surety 


Metropolitan’s Boston Appointments 

BOSTON, Dec. 14.—Manager L. W. 
Dearth of the Boston office of the Metro- 
politan Casualty announces the appoint- 
ment of Grover C. Buck as cashier of 
that office. Mr. Buck has been for the 
past 11 years cashier in the local offices 
of the Netna Life and affiliated com- 
panies. Announcement is also made of 
the appointment of George C, Steele as 
| spectal agent for the Metropolitan Cas- 
| ualty. Mr. Steele was formerly with 
| the Globe Indomnity, Liberty Mutual and 
|} the Insurance Finance Corporation of 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Boston. 


The Massachusetts Casualty of Boston 
has been licensed in Illinois to write ac- 
cident and health insurance. 





METROPOLITAN CASUALTY 
ADVANCES E. J. DONEGAN 


NOW FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 


Head of Legal Department of New 
York Company Long Prominent in 
Casualty Field 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—Edmund J. 
Donegan, who has been general counsej 
of the Metropolitan Casualty for some 
time past, has now been elected its first 
vice-president, the duties of which office 
he has been performing recently as well 
as directing its legal service. 

Mr. Donegan is regarded as one of the 
clearest thinkers in casualty underwrit- 
ing circles. His addresses at gatherings 
of various kinds when knotty problems 
in relation to the business were up 
have attracted wide atention. He first 
became connected with casualty under- 
writing in 1915 as an attorney at the 
head office of the United States Fidelity 
& Guaranty, so serving for six years, 
when he became the company’s general 
counsel in this city. 

He followed J. Scofield Rowe to the 
Metropolitan Casualty when Mr. Rowe 
was elected president of the company, 
and has since been one of the strong fea- 
tures in the organization. 


TWO STAFF CHANGES MADE 


London & Lancashire Indemnity An- 
nounces Promotion of J. J. Mullins 
and M. L. Blake in Chicago 


After removal of the Chicago offices of 
the London & Lancashire Indemnity 
from 164 West Jackson boulevard to 
large new offices at Room 1404 in the 
recently completed Wells & Van Buren 
building a few days ago, the following 
changes of personnel were made: 

J. J. Mullins, who has been connected 
with the office for 18 months and whose 
latest inside post was that of manager 
of the fidelity and surety department, 
has been placed in charge of agency pro- 
duction. 

M. L. Blake, who 
years has been an investigator in the 
claims department, has been promoted 
to +r’ Mr. Mullins. 

W. S. Marsden, manager of the office, 
wennitie ‘that by Dec. 15 his office will 
have produced as much business this 
month as was produced in all of De- 
cember last year, and reports also that 
ga for the new year are excel- 
ent. 


for the Yast four 


Must Release Deposit 


COLUMBUS, 0O., Dee. 14.—The 
Supreme Court has ruled that the state 
insurance department must release to 
the Continental Casualty the $50,000 in 
bonds the company had on deposit with 
the state of Ohio. The company has 
$500,000 on deposit in Indiana. The com- 
pany’s petition was granted under a law 
enacted in 1923 exempting companies 
from state deposits if they had sufficient 
bonds in their home states to protect 
policyholders anywhere. 


Ohio 


Creden Temporarily in Charge 


Fred P. Creden, who for the last four 
years has been associate resident mana- 
ger to the late Philip B. Shillito, resi- 
dent manager of the Massachusetts 
Bonding in Chicago until his death, has 
been placed in charge of the office until 
the home office makes its decision as te 
what disposition it will make of the 
post Mr. Shillito held. Mr. Creden has 
done no traveling since Mr. Shillito’s 
death. 


Metropolitan’s Baltimore Change 


The Metropolitan Casualty announces 
its withdrawal from the general agency 
of Poor & Alexander, Baltimore. The 
company’s plans for the handling of its 
business in Maryland will be announced 
later. 
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COMPENSATION RATES 
EQUAL FOR NEXT YEAR 


NO NEED FOR DIFFERENTIAL 


Commissioner Taggart Says Pennsyl- 
vania Fund Should No Longer 
Enjoy Lower Rates 


HARRISBURG, PA., Dec. 14.—Abo- 
lition of the 10 percent differential to the 
Pennsylvania workmen’s insurance fund 
jn writing compensation insurance be- 
comes effective Jan. 1. After this date 
the state fund will compete on an equal 
basis with private companies doing a 
similar business in Pennsylvania. 

Since the fund began operating on 
Jan. 1, 1916, it has enjoyed a 10 percent 
lower rate than that charged by the pri- 
vate companies. This will be ‘abolished 
for business written in 1928 by an order 
of Commissioner Taggart. 

Several other changes also will go into 
use at the beginning of the year for 
the insurance fund. The state will no 
longer write policies covering farm la- 
bor. Certain minimum premium policies 
are not included in the order of the com- 
missioner requiring the state fund to use 
the 100 percent manual rate as other 
companies. 


Rate Continues on Some Classes 


These policies cover small employers. 
They are issued to the individual or 
company having only a few persons on 
the payroll and inv olve only a few poli- 
cies in the aggregate. It is expected 
that not more than one percent of all 
policies will be in this group. The 90 
percent rate will continue on 17 of the 

most dangerous classes of employment, 
such as small mining operations and air 
craft. In the other 200 classifications of 
employment these small policies will be 
written on the 50 percent basis of the 
manual minimum, as at present. 

There will be 30,000 policyholders af- 
fected by the change in the premium 
rate after Jan. 1. These policyholders 
have from one to thousands of employes 
engaged. This year they paid the fund 
$3,500,000 in premium income as a pro- 
tection on 250,000 workers with a pay- 
roll of about $367,573,236. 


Fund Pays Dividends 


Despite the 10 percent lower rate on 
premiums charged by the state fund in 
1925 a dividend of 15 percent was de- 
clared to holders of commercial policies 
and 10 percent to holders of policies 
insuring coal miners. Last year a flat 
dividend of 12 percent was declared to 
all policyholders. The total dividend 
payments in 1926 were $311,838.66 and 
since the fund’s establishment $3,205,251 
has been paid 

Operating expenses of 15.8 percent are 
reported by the fund, not including 
claims for accidents. At the beginning 
of this year the fund was liable for 
$17,089,409 in claims in losses incurred. 
It has paid $13,071,698 on these claims 
and had a reserve of $4,017,711 for the 
balance of these payments. The fund 
also has an unencumbered surplus of 
$3,000,000. As a protection from large 
losses the fund has reinsured in private 
companies for losses in single accidents 
causing claims between $200,000 and 
$500,000. 

Commissioner Taggart said that his 
Study of the fund satisfied him that the 
appropriation of $500,000 to initiate the 
work has been repaid. Since 1918 the 
premium writings have been over $1,- 
000,000 annually and the commissioner 
says he feels the fund should no longer 
enjoy the benefit of the differential. 


P. H. Greene Advanced 


NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—P. H. Greene, 
who has been in charge of the compen- 
sation and liability department at the 
head office of the Phoenix Indemnity 
here, has been advanced by President 
Swezey to assistant manager of the 
company’s metropolitan division, 














RULES FOR PROCEDURE UNDER | 
| “ACCIDENTAL” CLAUSES ARE GIVEN | 








MARSHALL BULLITT, well- 
known Louisville, Ky., attorney, 
_” _® spoke before the Association of 
Life Insurance Counsel on “Accidental 
Means.” He said in part: 

I propose to discuss the underlying 
basis of decisions in two distinct classes 
of insurance: (1) Insurance against “ac- 
cidental death,” and (2) insurance against 
disability or death as the result of “acci- 
dental means,” in the hope that a proper 
analysis and classification of the decided 
cases may accomplish two things: (1) 
Lessen the confusion arising from many 
apparently irreconcilable holdings; and 
(2) contribute something towards such 
an explanation of “accidental means” as 
will stand the test of past decisions, and, 
perhaps, assist, in the future, in deter- 
mining whether or not a particular injury 
or death was the result of “accidental 
means.” 


Intentional External Force 


1. Intentional external force applied 
by the insured or with his consent. 

The cases of intentional force applied 
by the insured, or with his consent, fall 
into three classes: 

(1) Where there is no slip or mishap 
in the process, and no ignorance of any 
material fact surrounding the applica- 
tion of the force. 

(2) Where there is a slip or mishap 
in applying the force. 

(3) Where there is ignorance of some 
material fact; and, of course, there may 





be a combination of both a slip and | 


ignorance. 
Processes in Hopeless Conflict 


The processes of reasoning which the 
courts have expressed in their opinions 
in dealing with “accidental means” are 
in hopeless conflict. No sensible prin- 
ciples can be deduced from them. To a 
surprising degree, however, their actual 
decisions, when considered from the va- 


| dental means,” 


| made, 


rious aspects which I have outlined, are | 


unusually harmonious. 
ity for the erroneous processes of rea- 


The responsibil- | 


soning rests perhaps primarily on insur- | 


ance lawyers, who their 
cases to the courts have not 
inated between dicta and decision, 
who have viewed the several hundred 
cases involving “accidental means” in- 
surance as a perplexing and confused 
mass of conflicting cases. 


in presenting 


Two Classes of Cases 

It has been on account of just that 
kind of confused thinking that two 
clearly defined lines of cases have arisen 
in an effort to reach a correct result. 
One line holds that where an unusual 
result occurs without slip or mishap, the 
resulting death or injury is not caused 
through “accidental means.” The other 
line holds that where the injury or death 
is itself the unusual or unexpected result 
of an intentional act, such death or in- 
jury has occurred by “accidental means,” 
even though there was no slip or mishap 
in carrying out the intentional act. The 
arguments presented in those two lines 
of cases are really irrelevant. In the 
recent case of Caldwell vs. the Travelers, 
305 Mo. 619, the Supreme Court of Mis- 
souri made a most elaborate review of 
the authorities from Missouri and other 
states, overruled a prior line of Missouri 
cases and reached the conclusion that 
the unexpectedness of the result could 
not properly determine whether the in- 
jury had resulted from “accidental 
means.” 

While that case was a step towards 
the correct rule, yet even it does not in 
anywise harmonize the various elements 
which necessarily must be taken into 
consideration in order to establish cri- 
teria which will harmonize the manv 
decided cases and at the same time af- 
ford correct tests for the future. 

There are probably about a half dozen 
cases, certainly less than a dozen, the 
decisions in which cannot be harmonized 


discrim- | 
| 
and } 





with the views I have expressed. They 
are simply bad law. 


Plain Language Removes Difficulty 


On the other hand, if insurance against 
death through “accidental means” is 
first distinguished from straight insur- 
ance against “accidental death’—a dis- 
tinction which is free from sophistry 
and is required by the plain language of 
the policy—the first great difficulty is 
overcome. 

If a further distinction is made in con- 
struing a policy which insures against 
death through “accidental means,” be- 
tween (a) injuries caused by means 
which are involuntary and unintended, 
and (b) those caused by means which 
are intended, a second great cause for 
confusion is eliminated. 

Finally, in considering whether an in- 
jury (which occurred while the insured 
or while another with the insured’s con- 
sent was engaged in an _ intentional 
affirmative course of conduct) was caused 
by accidental means, if the still further 
distinction is made between (a) those 
intentional acts which are engaged in 
with a full knowledge of all the material 
facts and are executed in the manner in 
which the actor intended to execute 
them, and (b) those which are not ex- 
ecuted in that manner, i. e., where there 
is a slip or ignorance or both, harmony 
in the decisions is obtained and rationa) 
criteria may be deduced from them. 


Rules Are Suggested 


To epitomize the law where the pol- 
icy insures against death through “‘acci- 
and to consider it in the 
light of the distinctions which I have 
the following rules for the guid- 
ance of insurance companies and insur- 
ance lawyers may be suggested: 

1, An unexpected, unusual and unin- 
tended result does not impose liability 
under a policy which requires that the 
means or cause be accidental. The com- 
pany is not liable. 

2. If death occurs as the result of an 
intentional act, engaged in with a full 
knowledge of all the material facts in 
the situation, and executed as planned, 
such death is not caused through “acci- 
dental means,” regardless of whether 
the death, when viewed as a result, was 
unintended, unexpected, unusual or un- 
foreseen; and the company is not liable. 

3. Even though the means employed 
are intentional, if they are not executed 
in the manner planned, because some 
slip or mishap occurred in the process, 
and if the deflection caused by such for- 
tuitous occurrence caused the injury, the 
means is accidental; and the company 
is liable. 

4. Even though the act is intentional, 
and is executed exactly as planned, if 
the actor was ignorant of some fact in 
the situation, which had he known of 
it would have caused him to act differ- 


ently, or to refrain from the act alto- 
gether, and which was material, in that 
but for its existence the injury would 
not have resulted from the act, the 
means is accidental; and the company is 
liable. 

5. Of course if the force is applied 
without the insured’s consent, the com- 
pany is liable. 

6. If disease cooperates, even with 


accidental means, in producing an un- 


exnected result, the company is not 
liable. 
Capital Increase Planned 
Directors of the Manufacturers Cas- 
valty have advised stockholders of the 


company of a plan to double the present 
capital of the company. The plan will 
be submitted to the stockholders at the 
annual meeting on Tan. 30. At present 
the company’s stock has par value of 
$10. The management of the company 
is affiliated with that of the Manufactur- 
ers Fire. 





PENNSYLVANIA AGENTS 
CRITICIZE POLICIES 


ATTACK DISABILITY CLAUSES 


Association Makes Plea for Uniform 
Policy and Liberalization of Con- 
tracts in Publication 


The December issue of the “Pennsyl- 
vanian,” official organ of the Pennsyl- 
vania Association of Insurance Agents, 
has an article on disability insurance 
which criticizes the policies and prac- 
tices of companies. The ‘first criticism 
is made on the insuring clause, the arti- 
cle stating that “it is ridiculous to find 
in accident and health policies so many 
different insuring clauses which may be 
interpreted sO many ways, not only con- 
fusing the public but the agents and 
claim departments of the various com- 
panies.’ 

In general the article makes a plea for 
a uniform policy and for a liberalization 
of the contracts. Criticism is made also 
of the frills in the policy. The article 
presents the following summary: 

“1, One of the various insuring 
clauses now in use (there appear to be 
five) should be adopted. 

“2. The limit of time within which 
death and/or dismemberment loss may 
occur should be uniform. One might 
suggest six months in the event the tn- 
sured is not totally disabled and four 
years if totally disabled. 

Suggestions on Indemnity 


‘3. (a) When double eye or limb loss 
occurs, the insured should be given the 
option of accepting either the weekly 
indemnity or the principal sum and the 
time limit within which he must agree 
to accept one or the other should be six 
months. (b) Indemnity for single eye or 
limb should not be based on the 
amount paid as principal sum. At pres- 
ent, the payment of single eye or limb 
loss, terminates the insurance. It would 
be better that a reasonable percentage of 
the principal sum be payable as weekly 


loss 


indemnity and continue the policy in 
effect so that if totally disabled in the 
future, he would receive the regular 
weekly indemnity, less the amount which 
he may already be receiving. 

“4. (a) There should be at least 90 


days within which a claim may develop 
following an accident. (b) Total dis- 
ability should be allowed following par- 
tial, if — is payable, and not to 
exact that the disability be ‘continuous.’ 

“5. The double indemnity feature 
should be eliminated entirely. 

“6. Either there should be no time 
limit within which operations should be 
performed, or the operation schedule 
should be eliminated entirely. 

“7. There should be no time limit 
within which a claimant should be taken 
to the hospital, to be entitled to addi- 
tional indemnity for hospital residence 
This feature seems a desirable one from 
every viewpoint. 

“8. Sickness indemnity is usually paid 
under the average disability policy for 
52 weeks. With many companies, one 
may pay a small additional premium so 
that indemnity payments may continue 
beyond 52 weeks. The present indem- 
nity is only payable for ‘continuous’ pe- 
riod from the same sickness or disease. 
Technically speaking, one may receive 
indemnity for a disability covering two 
or more weeks and three or four months 
later have a recurrence and be disabled 
for several weeks. Under the average 
sickness clause, there would be no liabil- 
ity on the part of the company on ac- 
count of the use of the word ‘continu- 
ous.” The average agent who sells this 
coverage as well as the insured who 
makes the purchase would not so inter- 
pret the coverage. 

“9. Weekly indemnity as a result of 
either accident or sickness could be lim- 
ited to five or ten years instead of un- 
limited as at present. 

“These suggestions referred to above 
are of sufficient importance to merit 
careful consideration.” 
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“More Than 
Meets My 
Expectations” 


“Enclosed herewith Public Liability 
Insurance examination number one fully 
answered and trust same will be satis- 
factory. In connection with the above 
I have enrolled in the Evening School 
of the University of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, for the Life 
and Compensation and Casualty Course 
and would advise your first examination 
was direct and practical.”. John M. 
Brown, Philadelphia, Pa. 


“We have received copies of the first 
two lessons of the Casualty Corres- 
pondence Course, and I will say that 
in my opinion this course should prove 
very valuable to casualty insurance 
agents. We want to give every possible 
encouragement towards persuading 
agents of the Central Surety to take 
this course.” Dennis Hudson, vice- 
president Central Surety, Kansas City, 
Mo. 


“I thank you for your kindness in 
sending me the copies of the first two 
lessons in this course. It seems to me 
that the course should be an excellent 
one for the average agent or broker.” 
J. G. Hasselbrack, Hartford, Conn. 


“I am in receipt of Part 1 of the Sales 
Training Course in Casualty and Bond 
Underwriting, together with questions 
on Lesson 1, for which I thank you. 
I have had a few moments in which to 
peruse it and wish to say that the 
course more than meets with my ex- 
pectations.” C. H. Bray, Denver, Colo. 


And he doesn’t know yet that he’s 
going to get more than he was prom- 
ised! Each subscriber who takes the 
course has a surprise in store for him. 


Why wait for Santa Claus to fill your 
stocking? You know he’s going to de- 
pend on you to do it and the quickest 
way to start it is to be the best trained 
casualty agent in the city. 


THIS IS ONE WAY TO START— 
I The National Underwriter Co. | 


Date...ceeeeee eesccccecececccccoores 

Enroll me for your Correspondence Course 
titled “Casualty and as Underwriting’ for 
agree to pay $30. - 3 
. 2, 


5a hs ta 1 
is not paid within 30 ange after it is due the | 
remaining unpaid —— shall become due and 
payable immediate 
I am to be furnished the complete Series of les- | 
sons and quiz for each lesson; a my written 
answers are to be carefully gone over by you, cor- | 
rected and definite suggestions are to be given me 
for the improvement of myself in my selling of 
Insurance. | 
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NO WISCONSIN RATE REVISION 





Compensation Board Holds Change in 
Law Not Sufficient to Affect 
Present Rate Basis 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 14.—The Wis- 
consin Compensation Insurance Board 
has given a report. on its findings on 
the estimated cost of the recent amend- 
ments made to the Wisconsin work- 
men’s compensation act by the last leg- 
islature. The changes made have pro- 
duced an increase of 1.08 percent and 
the board expressed the opinion that 
this figure is too negligible to effect a 
rate revision on compensation insurance 
at this time. 

The increased cost of fatal accidents 
amounts to 1.2 percent and coincides 
with the data submitted by the National 
Council. The second injury fund, 
which was not taken into consideration 
by the National Council, denotes a de- 
crease of .2 percent, while the minor 
injuries quoted under the thumb and 
index finger schedule also show a sub- 
stantial reduction. 

The Wisconsin Industrial Commis- 
sion was rather skeptical about the in- 
terpretation placed upon the eye sched- 
ule by the National Council and after 
summing up the total cost of indemnity 
by enucleation the increase in indem- 
nity amounts to only $17,400, based 
upon statistics compiled for the years 
1923 and 1924. According to the com- 
pensation insurance board, there ap- 
pears to be no need for an increase in 
the cost of eye impairments, as the med- 
ical advisers who drew up the schedule 
for the industrial commission are confi- 


dent that the new interpretation placed | 
upon adjudicating these cases will de- | 


crease the cost if anything. 

Arrangements have been made by the 
industrial commission to tabulate all 
eye impairment cases which may be ad- 
judicated between the present time and 
April 1, for the purpose of determining 
what effect the new interpretation will 
actually’ have, and whether or not it 
will be necessary to incorporate any 
change which may occur in the revision 
proposed for July 1, 1928. 


Underhill Bill Introduced 


A workmen’s compensation bill for the 
District of Columbia has been intro- 
duced by Representative Underhill of 
Massachusetts, consistent foe of the 
Fitzgerald bill provision for a state fund. 
The Underhill bill requires employers to 
secure compensation either by carrying 
insurance with a commercial company 
or by furnishing satisfactory proof of 
their financial ability to pay such com- 
pensation themselves, in which case a 
deposit of securities may be required. 
The bill makes no provisions for the 
creation of a government fund through 
which compensation or insurance shall 
be secured. 


French Back on Commission 


SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 14.—Will J. 
French, authority on industrial rela- 
tions and compensation, internationally 


known as the father of the industrial ac- 
cident laws of California, and who served 
on the industrial accident commission 
for 13 years, resigning in 1924, will be 
appointed chairman of the commission 
on Jan. 1 by Governor Young. This ap- 
pointment will automatically make Mr. 
French director of the state department 
of industrial relations and a member of 
the Governor’s council, a position at 
present held by John A. McGilvray. 
During his former incumbency Mr. 
French served a number of years as 
chairman of the commission, and fol- 
lowing his resignation was called to 
Australia to assist the government in 
establishing similar laws to those in 
operation in California. 


Objects to Doctor’s Evidence 


KALAMAZOO, MICH., Dec. 14—Claim 
that a doctor's testimony as to the condi- 





tion of a patient is never valid in a court 
action if given over the protest of the 
patient was advanced in a compensation 
case here this week by counsel for Nick 
Kulick, a former employe of the Con- 
sumers’ Power Company, when a physi- 
cian who examined Kulick for the spe- 
cific purpose of ascertaining his condi- 
tion as it affected his compensation 
status began his testimony. The attor- 
ney contended that all such information 
between a doctor and his patient is 
strictly confidential and may not be aired 
in court. Deputy Commissioner Ravens 
overruled the objection and allowed the 
doctor to tell on the stand that Kulick 
has been able to work for several 
months. Kulick sustained a broken leg 
last February in a cave-in. 


County May Take Insurance 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 14.—The Supreme 
Court has ruled that a county can prop- 
erly buy compensation insurance, in the 
suit of the Federal Surety vs. County 
Commissioners of Labette county. 

Labette county undertook the building 
of a hard-surfaced highway and had a 
considerable number of workmen in its 
employ. While the compensation law is 
made specific, in that it does not apply 
to counties or cities or any other munici- 
pal subdivision, there is no prohibition 
against the buying of insurance to pro- 
tect a county if it so desires. 

After the insurance on the road con- 
tract had been in force for some time it 
was ordered cancelled. The company 
went into court to collect the premium. 
The District Court in Labette county 
ruled that the commissioners had no 
authority to buy the insurance and could 
not legally pay the premium. 

The Supreme Court held that the 
county, through its commissioners, was 
acting entirely within its rights in buy- 
ing the insurance and that it must pay 
the regular rate for the time the in- 
surance was in force. 


Contractors Will Appeal 


COLUMBUS, O., Dec. 14.—The Asso- 
ciated General Contractors of Ohio, it 
is announced, will carry to the state 
Supreme Court its application for a re- 


duction in their workmen’s compensa- 
tion rate. They now pay $2.50 per $100 
payroll. The association will meet in 


Columbus Feb. 21. 


Would Bring All Under Law 


MILWAUKEE, Dec. 14.—That the Wis- 
consin industrial commission is to start 
a drive throughout the state to make 
employers come under the compensation 
law is indicated in an announcement 
that the commission is ready to take ac- 
tion in the cases of certain employers 
unless they promptly show cause why 
the penalties of the law should not be 
imposed. The commission said employers 
at Marshfield, Eau Claire, Medford, Mer- 
rill, Tomahawk, Rhinelander, Park Falls, 
Oshkosh, Milwaukee and Black River 
Falls are involved. 

Failure to insure obligations imposed 
by the workmen’s compensation law in 
Wisconsin constitutes a misdemeanor 
and each day’s neglect is punishable by 
a maximum fine of $100 or by imprison- 
ment for not less than 30 days nor more 
than six months. 

Approximately 35,000 Wisconsin em- 
ployers carry compensation insurance at 
this time, according to the commission. 
This includes all employers known to be 
subject to the compensation law and em- 
ploying one or more. There are thou- 
sands of Wisconsin employers with one 
employe who are liable under the com- 
pensation law and have insured such 
liabilities. 


Kansas Probe on Attorney Fees 


TOPEKA, KAN., Dec. 14.—John H. 
Crawford, head of the compensation di- 
vision of the Kansas public service com- 
mission, is conducting an inquiry among 
lawyers of the state as to what should 
be a proper fee for attorneys in work- 
men’s compensation cases. The new 
compensation law was aimed at driving 
the snitch lawyer out of the compensa- 
tion field, not only as a protection to the 
workmen but also to stop more or less 


fake claims against employers and the 
insurance companies. 
The commission has turned down all 


contingent contracts filed by attorneys 
to secure liens against the compensation 





award. All of these contracts have been 
on a basis of at least 25 percent of the 
award and there have been some as high 
as 60 percent. Most of the contracts are 


on a 30 to 40 percent basis. In cases 
where attorneys have appeared and 
helped in the preparation of the pro- 


ceedings the commission has made an 
award of a lump sum as a lawyer's fee, 
in one case about 20 percent of the 
amount awarded. 
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Safe Was Opened by Manipulation of 
Lock so Company Is Not 
Liable 


In Fidelity & Deposit vs. B. & J. 
Sales Company, Court of Civil Appeals 
of Texas, 298 S. W. 459, the insurance 
company issued a burglary policy which 
provided that before it could be held li- 
able there must be visible marks of vio- 
lence upon the safe or vault made by 
tools, explosives, chemicals or electricity, 

The insured suffered a loss by bur- 
glary and sought to recover. The in- 
surance company denied liability on the 
ground that the safe alleged to have 
been burglarized did not show any vis- 
ible marks of violence on its outside al- 
though there were marks of violence on 
the inner side of the safe and the safe 
had been opened by the manipulation of 
the lock and consequently the loss was 
not covered by the policy. 

The trial of the cause resulted in a 
judgment in favor of the msured. On 
appeal the higher court in reversing this 
judgment, said: 

“Clearly the money was not taken 
from any compartment to which access 
thereto had been gained by the use of 
tools, chemicals, etc., in opening the 
door thereof. As we view it, the marks 
within the safe and on or about the mi- 
nor compartment therein do not show 
entry into the safe itself by actual force 
and violence evidenced by the use of 
tools, explosives, etc., thereon. We 
therefore conclude that the appellee's 
loss does not come within the terms of 
the policy rendering the appellant liable 
for the loss sustained under the facts of 
this case.” 





Burglary Underwriters Elect 


At the first anniversary meeting of the 
Burglary Underwriters Club of Chicago 
held last week, L. W. Burger of the 
United States Fidelity & Guaranty was 
elected president; H. A. Johnson of 
Marsh & McLennan, vice-president, and 
Edward J. Brink of the Standard Acci- 
dent, secretary-treasurer. Mr. Burger 
served as vice-president last year. 

It was decided that the members in the 
future pay annual dues of $2, and a pro- 
gram for 1928 has been adopted that will 
necessitate a working fund. The 
Burglary Underwriters Club of Chicago 
was organized last year for the purpose 
of interchanging information and listen- 
ing to speakers with business-getting 
ideas. It has had a successful career. 


May Recover on Minnesota Robbery 


ST. PAUL, Dec. 14.—The American 
Surety stands to recover the full amount 
of insurance involved in the robbery of 
the First National Bank of Ironton, 
Minn., Nov. 9. A. H. Proctor, cashier, is 
under arrest and according to county au- 
thorities has confessed to complicity in 
the holdup. He has turned over about 
$10,000 of the $35,000 optained in the 
robbery. 

It is understood that 
Surety -had settled with 
under its contract 
Charles D. Brown, 


the American 
the bank but 
is entitled to recover. 
manager of the pro- 
tective department of the Minnesota 
Bankers’ Association, was instrumental 
in solving the robbery. 


Court Disregards Watchman Clause 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 14—The Travel- 
ers Indemnity, which won in the courts 
in Omaha, has been ordered by the Su- 
preme Court to pay $2,291 to H. Beselin 
& Son, merchants of that city, on 4 
burglary policy. The policy contained 4 
provision by which the merchants agreed 
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to keep a watchman upon duty. Later 
the lotal agent of the company was noti- 
fied that the watchman was to be with- 
drawn and the plaintiff said that it didn’t 
matter. A few months later, within a 
week, there were two robberies totaling 
the sum named. The company denied 
liability, relying on the existence of 
the watchman clause. 

The Supreme Court, however, says that 
this agreement was merely a promise to 
do a thing and that it will not work a 
forfeiture, which is always repugnant to 
the law. The court says that in the 
absence of a clause declaring that thé 
policy would be forfeited for failure to 
maintain a watchman it will not order a 
forfeiture because the agreement to keep 
one on duty was violated. 


Iowa Vigilante Plan Successful 


DES MOINES, Dec. 14.—As a result 
of the success of the vigilante plan in 
lowa, burglary companies gre consider- 


ing making the premium on bank holdup 
insurance lower than In 1925. After 
watching the operation of Iowa vigilance 
committees for three years, the 
panies in January, 1925, reduced 
holdup insurance in Iowa from $1. 
$1 a thousand. Iowa was the only 
to be given a reduction at that 
Oklahoma pays $10 a thousand, and 
sas and Illinois pay $6. 

On June 1, 1927, there were 
vigilantes in Iowa and up to 
$42,615 had been spent for 
equipment. There are now 
in lowa wholly or partly 
vigilance committees. 


com- 
bank 
50 to 
state 
time. 
Kan- 


3,071 
that time 
guns and 
88 counties 
organized with 


Minnesota Rates Held Up 

ST. PAUL, Dec. 
protest by Commissioner Wells, the 
proposed increase in automobile liability 
insurance rates in Minnesota has been 
indefinitely postponed. The postpone- 
ment was ordered by the National Bu- 
reau of Casualty & Surety Underwriters 


upon receipt of Commissioner Wells’ 
protest. 
A conference has been arranged at 


the commissioner's office to discuss the 
subject. His objection was based on the 
fact that the proposed increases in Min- 
nesota were out of line with other states. 
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SEAPLANE NEVER IS BOAT |} 
Missouri Supreme Court Holds It Is an | 

Airplane, Whether in Air or Water 
—Company Wins Suit 


A seaplane is still an airplane when 
it comes to the water and does not be- | 
come a boat. Division No. 1 of the Mis- 
souri Supreme Court so decided in hold- | 
ing that the estate of Gladys T. Bulte 
could not collect on a policy of $10,000 
issued by the Missouri State Life on 
August J. Bulte of Kansas City, for the 
reason that Mr. Bulte met his death as 
the result of an airplane trip and there 
was a clause in the policy specifically 
exempting the company from liability 
for injury or death as a result of such 
trip. 

Mr. Bulte and his wife were members 
of a party that left Miami, Fla., March 
22, 1922, for a trip in a seaplane to | 
Bimini, in the Bahama Islands. The | 
plane developed engine trouble and was 
forced the which 


to water, Was very | 
rough. Bulte was swept away and | 
drowned. Mrs. Bulte died from expo- 
sure while lashed to the plane. 
The administrator contended that 
Bulte’s death was due to drowning; that | 


the machine had ceased to be an air- 
plane when it landed in the sea and be- | 
came a boat. The lower court ruled for | 
the company and this judgment was af- 
firmed. 


Inter-Ocean Casualty Meeting 


Leading producers of the Inter-Ocean | 
Casualty of Cincinnati were in that city | 
Wednesday and Thursday of this week 
for a sales and business convention. | 
About 50 attended. They have qualified | 
by a minimum production since the be- | 


ginning of the year. Two women are | 


| cial 


included in this number, Elinor Robin- 
son of Indianapolis and Rose M. Creger 
of Cincinnati. 

Clarence C. Wysong, Indiana insur- 
ance commissioner, was a speaker at 
the banquet W ednesday evening. Spe- 
get-together luncheons were ar- 
ranged for Wednesday and Thursday 
noon. J. W. Scherr, president of the 
Inter-Ocean Casualty, is now the presi- 
dent of the Health & Accident Under- 
writers’ Conference. 


Consider Over-Age Risks 
NEW YORK, Dec. 14.—When the 
governing committee of the Bureau of 


Personal Accident and Health Under- 
writers meets here Friday, consideration 


| will be given the matter of accident rates 


for over-age risks. Feeling that the data 
now in hand regarding health insur- 
ance is in sufficient volume to serve as a 
reliable basis for making deductions, 
the further tabulation of experience, ex- 
cept under policies carrying the waiting 
period, has been abandoned by the bu- 
reau. 


Must Be “On Street” as Pedestrian 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 14—The North 
American Accident was relieved by the 
Supreme Court of liability under a death 
claim made by Esther B. Long, in an 
odd controversy. The accident policy 
carried by her husband, a repairman and 


trackwalker for the Omaha 
Bluffs street railway company, contained 
a clause protecting him on injuries or 
death resulting from accidents occurring 
while he was walking on the _ public 
streets. Walking on the public streets 
was part of his job and when he was 
doing so he was struck and killed by 
an automobile. The company insisted 
that he was killed while at work, where- 


& Council 


as the clause in question meant when 
he was on the streets as a pedestrian. 
The court said the street car com- 


a 
| pany did not have exclusive and entir, 
use of the streets and that the automg. 
bile had a right there. Holding that th 
company had assumed no such risk, the 
court absolves it from liability. 


Germ-Accident Ruling in Washingto, 

OLYMPIA, WASH., Dec. 14—The Wasp. 
ington Supreme Court holds that the 
presence of abrasions on the hands o, 
body, in which infection occurs, are jp 
themselves evidence of accidental injury 
without requirement of such proof. |; 
is also held that the introduction of jp. 
fectious germs themselves into the gir. 


culatory system is an accident. 
The decision reverses the Yakima 
County Court, which denied recovery ty 


Annie Carpenter for $1,500 under a poj. 


icy of the Pacific Mutual Life for the 
death of her husband, George W. Car. 
penter, a rancher, who died Jan. 26, 1926 


from infection resulting from skinning 


a sheep, and directs judgment in that 
amount. 

It is held that the germ that causeq 
the disease entered from the outside; 


therefore, it is external. It was a foreign 
substance forced ‘into the circulatory 


system; therefore it enters by violence. 
Its entry was not intended or expected 
therefore it was accidental. 


Still Holds Aetna Life Stock 

HARTFORD, Dec. 14.—The Aetna 
Casualty & Surety still has its holdings 
of Aetna Life stock. Recently much has 
been heard in this connection and jn 
market circles the belief was strong that 
steps had been taken to comply with 
the recommendation of Commissioner 
Howard P. Dunham concerning what he 
described as a “covert reduction of the 
capital of the Aetna group of com- 
panies.” Aetna Life holds a large block 
of Aetna Casualty & Surety, and Aetna 
Casualty has considerable holdings of 
Aetna Life. The belief prevailed in the 
market that Aetna Casualty had sold its 
holdings consisting of 4,562 shares, 
These shares were carried on the com- 
pany’s report at 370 a share. The ap- 
preciation in the shares over that 
amount, on a basis of Friday’s market, 
was about $2,000,000, so that the delay 





has proved advantageous. 
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The state highway department last | Bonding Company of Mexico, Tim Dunne. | 
year spent between $6,000,000 and $7,-| Contractors: : 
000,000, Mr. Earp said, and the state | I. Digum, Inc., Cicero, Harry Keator 4 
board of affairs and the board of agri- | fl 27 Mag ~ es rag 7 ~~ cor qa asua tp oMpanyp 
culture, between $1,000,000 and $2,000,- | a neer. et ee ee a C 
000. ank O'Hare, Inc., Cicero, K ’. Rothe | 
Smaller towns of the state have done | x “ri. ™ Pe ee Pe en Atlanta, Ga. 
an unusual amount of public improving. | Collapsing Trench Co., Cicero, S. P. | 
Wewoka and Seminole alone have spent | Armstrong 
about $1,250,000, and Shawnee about Indignant Taxpayers: 


$1,500,000. In Ponca City the Marland Silent Knight. Gergen Fox. 
J 3 Echo Noyes, A. G. Stantor 
Refining Company has spent large sums 


on improvements. don Made, “Sealed Wecttieoek We are pleased to announce to the 
— a Agents and Policyholders that ar- 
MAINTENANCE FEE DROPPED | ill iaiiaaail: liiaadiiiitaai rangements have been made to 
ies ‘Blade ta Towner Mee in| xs oh | materially strengthen the financial 
Matter of Extra Maintenance Towner Manual Amended in Favor of condition of the Company. All legal 
——— a requirements will have been com- 
pAmendment of the Towner Rating La ange plied with prior to December 31,1927, 
bonds for public works, principally sewer | sadan & ties a gong yl and the Company will present a con- 
contracts, has been announced, and| vances out of retained percentages of dition in its financial statement as of 
hereafter no extra charge will be made | money due for work completed, and in 


on the maintenance bond that is drawn | turn communicated to the Towner December 31, 1927, which will be 
aS a separate instrument and is not in- | Rating Bureau by companies writing the highly Ss atisfac tor y to the entire 


— a gion sy ——_ con- | fidelity and surety lines, the Towner f ; | f 

tract. e phrasing of the amendment | Bureau writes as follows: n r n i 3 i 

is as follows: | “Recently the Rating Bureau in cor- age 7 oo s d to its la Be st o 
policy holders. 


Maintenance, repairs or guarantee | responding with several companies ex- 
against defective workmanship, not ex- | pressed the opinion that the premium 


tending over 12 months, after comple- | should be charged only where the release 





eenenennece 


ton of performance bond, or whether | of the retained percentage amounted to We solicit your continued loyalty 
a or additional bond is required, | an advance on the contract. In other 

oes not incur any additional charge] words, where a financially responsible and support. 

The ence —. | contractor is pretty close to the end of 

‘ ange is in paragraph 2, page 55, | the job and desires a small part of the : ; 

of the manual. | retained percentage we are not making Harry C. Mitchell, President 


Considerable time and thought had 


- this charge.” 
fen given to the matter by the Surety 


Usual procedure is for the owner to 




















! vee twriters Association of Chicago | retain 15 percent of the contractor's 
Usled Son bodies throughout the | charge for each month’s work as a job 
int tates, and the amendment goes | progresses. To charge a premium for | 
! i) effect nationally. | paying out near the conclusion of a job TITITTITd 
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A square deal—regardless of cost. 


Botn to agents and the assured. 


Big men at the helm of the Republic, who realize 
that straight shooting is the only enduring foundation 
for permanent success. 





a 
GASUAL 
PITOSBURGH, RA 
JOSEPH W. WARD, President and General Manager 




















Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Nebraska, Iowa 


Casualty Writing Agencies 


Some Good Territory is open for Direct 
Home Office Reporting Connections 


READING, PENNA. 


Incorported 1902 ASSETS $3,218,290.89 











Full Coverage 


2 Stock Company 
Automobile 


UNDERWRITERS CASUALTY COMPANY 


HOME OFFICE 
PLANKINGTON BUILDING MILWAUKEE, WIS. 


Capital and Surplus 
$200,000.00 


Insurance 
At 
Independent 
Rates 








Agents Solicited 











JOHN E. HOGAN 


Specializing in 
Casualty and Automobile Insurance 


Investigations, Adjustments and Claims 


175 W. JACKSON BLVD., CHICAGO 














Income Insurance Specialists 


OPPORTUNITIES FOR SALESMEN 
IN FORTY-SEVEN STATES 


North American Accident Insurance Co. 


209 South La Salle Street, CHICAGO 

















a part of the funds thus retained has | 
been unfair to the contractor, the surety 
companies insisted. It was for this rea- 
son the change was sought. 


was that the bonds were procured With 
the intention only of serving as Security 
for the grain company’s debts. The Bee. 
ond $25,000 bond was admittedly takep 
out for this purpose and it was the Com. 
{pany’s contention that the warehouy 
jlaw can not be used as a commergiy 
guarantor of a warehouseman’s loang 
In conclusion it was urged that it Was 
a scheme to secure a secret lien in yjp, 
lation of the statutes, and that the ban, 
having engaged in an irregular transag. 
tion, must bear the loss and not th 
surety who took no part in the transae. 
tion. 





Organization Completed 


The Seaboard Surety has completed 
its organization in New York by the} 
election of officers prior to public of- 
fering of its stock. Floyd R. DuBois 
of Frank & DuBois was elected chair- 
man of the board. The other officers 
are Edwin D. Livingston, president; 
Frank B. Martin, vice-president; Har- 
old W. Randolph, secretary-treasurer. | 
On the approval of the New York in-| MILWAUKED, Dec. 14—B. J. Nietsch. 
surance department, which is expected | mann, president of the Surety Under. 
to be secured shortly, formal offering | writers Association of Milwaukee, hy 
of the stock composed of 100,000 shares | appointed a cOmmittee of three to ay. 
at $10 par value will be made. The | *@n8e for the big party the surety under. 
company will begin business early in | writers are planning to hold, probably jx 





Arrange for Milwaukee Party 


: : o* February. F.ed Harris, secretary of th 
1928 with a capital of $1,000,000 and | association, is chairman and he om 
a surplus of like amount and will write | assisted by F. C. Hitchings and Haroy 
surety and fidelity business in the east-| Pripps. The date is uncertain yet, dy 
ern area. ; to the fact that it will be held in th 

new Schroeder hotel, the opening »& 
| which has not yet been announced. 





Writes Big Executor’s Bond 


Through A. Harrison Saunders, its 
agent at Richmond, Va., the Commercial 
Casualty wrote last week a $1,000,000 | 
executor’s bond under the will of C. F. 





Suit Over Bankruptcy Funds 
DES MOINES, Dec. 14 





Efforts to eo}. 


Sauer, wealthy extract manufacturer of | [¢¢t from surety companies the bank. 
that city. This is said to have been the | TUPtCY funds tied up in the Iowa Loa 
largest bond of its kind ever written in & Trust Company were begun in Unites 
te gala States District Court this week. Sy} 
’ : was filed by the federal governmen: 





Frank J. Comfort, referee in bankruptey 
and several trustees. in bankrupte; 
|} against the American Surety for $10,0% 
| The company is alleged to have guarap. 
teed payment of funds on deposit. 
When the bank closed bankrupt 
funds amounting to $25,260 were on de. 
posit. Dividends have returned all by 
$15,156. 


Argue Warehouse Bond Appeal 


LINCOLN, NEB., Dec. 14—The Globe 
Indemnity’s appeal from a Lancaster 
District Court order that it pay the First 
National Bank of Lincoln $50,000 on 
warehouseman bonds it had signed for 
the Lincoln Grain Company was submitted 
to the Supreme Court Friday. The grain 
company is insolvent, and the owner of 
it dead. The bank loaned the money on 
warehouse receipts, but the evidence 
showed that a 





Appointed Bond Underwriter 


part of the grain never | John M. Rimassa has been appointed 
had been in the warehouse. The Globe | bond underwriter for the Fidelity Unio 
Indemnity insists that its bond covers | Casualty. Mr. Rimassa was in the bond 
only stored grain and that the grain | department of the Aetna for seven years 


company never did a warehouse business. 
Its theory, as submitted to the 


serving three years as bond special ager 


court, | for that company. 








NORTHWESTERN 


CASUALTY AND SURETY COMPANY 


Union Inpemniry 
Company 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: Union Indemnity Building, New Orleans 
EASTERN DEPARTMENT: 100 Maiden Lane, New York 








Re-Insurance DEE A. STOKER 


Excess Re-Insurance RE-INSURANCE UNDERWRITER 
Catastrophe Hazard 111 W. Jackson Blvd. | CHICAGO 


All Lines but Stressing Excess Fire Reinsurance General Classifications 
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| $1,000 Accident Coverage with Every Automobile Poliq 


AT NO EXTRA COST! 
THE AMERICAN GUARANTY CO. 
COLUMBUS, OHIO 


AUTOMOBILE INSURANCE 
Full Coverage in One Policy 


FIDELITY AND SURETY BONDS 
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| PERSONAL GLIMPSES OF CASUALTY MEN 








Col. Harvey L. Jones, executive vice- | 

president of the New York Casualty, | 
gas the guest of the company at a | 
ganer given last week in celebration of 
sig 50th birthday. The dinner was 
gven by the officers and department | 
heads of the company. He was pre- 
ented with a fine saddle of the regular | 
ymy issue pattern. Mr. Jones is still | 
wn officer in the reserve cavalry forces. | 
The dinner was presided over by J. 
Carroll French, president of the New 
York Casualty. Commissioner James 
4, Beha was among the guests. 

Mr. Jones began his insurance career 
with the American Bonding and later 
joined the Maryland Casualty. In 1913 
he organized the Maryland Casualty 
slvage bureau, and at a later date be- 
came field assistant to the president. He 
srved through the World War, obtain- 
ing the rank of colonel, and late in 
1919 resumed his connection with the 
Maryland Casualty as executive special 
agent for the Pacific Northwest. In 
190 he was transferred to Chicago as 
resident manager, which position he ¢¢e- |) __aa_aaSE | 
signed in July, 1925, to become second | i ‘ 
vice-president of the New York Casu- L. R. SWEZEY 
alty in charge of the casualty and surety 
department. 











| preciates the need for careful selection | 
of risks, and the danger of a company’s 
| growing too fast. He is insistent in de- | 
| manding quality rather than quantity 
| production, and the observance of a 
| proper balance between the different 
| lines of business written by the corpora- 
| tion. Though an occupant of his present 


Norman R. Moray, vice-president and 
general manager of the Hartford Acci- 
dent & Indemnity, who attended the 
casualty meetings at the Hotel Astor in 
New York last week, remained over 








Our Story: 





Th 


Preferred —_—- 


Insurance Company 


OF NEW YORK 
KIMBALL C. ATWOOD, Pres. 
80 Maiden Lane, New York 


Has pleased its Agents and Policyholders and steadily 
grown in financial solidity and in prestige for 40 years. 


We write Accident—Health—Auto Liability and Property 
Damage and Burglary Insurance. 


All Agency contracts are direct with Home Office. 
Assets exceed $10,000,000 — Surplus to policyholders 
$3,167,830. 





We have some territory open that may interest you. | 





7 





to sit in at some of the sessions of the 





in ‘ ‘ | post but a short time, he has already 
Association of Life Insurance Presidents. | given evidence of his ability to carry on 
Mr. Moray was attracted by the presi- | the work of his predecessor, the late 
dents’ program and desired to be a|W. G. Falconer, and of building a fine 
listener at life meetings in order to get | superstructure on the base laid down by 
a more comprehensive slant on the | the latter. 

business as a whole. 





—_ | George Carey, formerly superinten- 
L, R. Swezey, recently elected presi- | dent of the accident and health depart- | 
dent and general manager of the Phoe-| ment of the Hartford Accident & In- 
nix Indemnity of New York, has had a| demnity in San Francisco, who retired 
broad casualty underwriting experience, | some months ago owing to ill health, 
both in office and field, and is profitably | has moved to San Diego where he will 
applying the lessons thus learned in ad- | reside permanently. He is a brother of 
ministering the affairs of his company. | the late J. A. Carey, who became well 
While essentially a business-getter, and | known before his death as the publisher 
a remarkably successful one, he yet ap- | of “The Adjuster.” 











PROMOTIONS ANNOUNCED | manager of the Philadelphia claim divi- 
BY MARYLAND CASUALTY | sion, has been promoted to assistant 


1 | manager of the claim division in the 


BALTIMORE, Dec. 14.—Promotions | home office in chenge of Seid personnel. 

have been announced by F. Highlands | . . 
Burns, president of he Maretaad Cas- | Commercial Casualty Capital Increase 
ualty, as follows: | Directors of the Commercial Casualty 
: Samuel J. Blight has been promoted; have recommended to the company’s 
rom assistant manager of the work-| shareholders an increase in capital from 
men’s compensation claim division to | $2,500,000 to $5,000,000. It is recom- 
assistant manager of the claim division | mended that authority be given the di- 
in charge of compensation claims. rectors to issue new stock in such | 
_ William T. Zerr has been promoted | amounts and at such times as the busi- 
rom manager of the St. Louis claim di- | ness of the company makes it desirable 
vision to assistant manager of the claim | to sell until the new capitalization figure 
division in the home office in charge of | is reached. Action on the proposed 
automobile claims, succeeding Howard | increase will be taken at the sharehold- 
White, resigned. | ers’ annual meeting Jan. 18. 

Robert E. Coughlan has been pro- It is reported in some quarters that 
moted from manager of the property | the Commercial Casualty may enter the 
damage claim division to assistant man- | fire field at some date not far in the 
ager of the claim division in charge of | future by organizing its own fire com- 


property damage claims. ; | panies. To date the rumor has not been 
C. C. Willoughby, formerly assistant ' officially confirmed. 


MR. EXECUTIVE 
SAVE ON PAYROLL AUDITS Jan 1 st. 1 930 




















RESIDENT AUDITORS By tat time crecy cout to your ety will be eall- | 
AT vty PEFEREED PAYMENT INSURANCE || 
crease your volume of business? | 
| 
SAN FRANCISCO Our plan is SOMETHING NEW and appeals to 
INDIANAPOLIS users ae Gs ae ee come 
DES MOINES down. 


Write us AT ONCE as our territory contracts are 


ATWELL & VOGEL |" sue cuseanry wupurry 0. 


Accident and Health Agents! 


Before you insure your client's MOST IMPORTANT 
ASSET—his income—be sure that you represent an acci- 
dent and health insurance company that includes these 
THREE ESSENTIALS in its service program: 


Liberal coverage policies, 
Reasonable premium rates, 
Prompt claim settlements. 


Discriminating agents will like to represent the NA- 
TIONAL CASUALTY COMPANY because this kind of 


service assures success. 


We have some splendid open territories for REAL 
producers. If you belong to this class, we have something 
that will appeal to you. Address: 


NATIONAL CASUALTY COMPANY 
Detroit, Michigan 


NS W. G. Curtis, President 


2 











CG. ATWELL, Mgr. B. F. VOGEL, Mgr. Gb Third National a Agents wanted in Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky, Michigan, fe Jones, 
sie Gece Avenue «343 Ne, Hoyas Ave wv nasi wo _ Tennessee, Kansas, Indiana, Alabama and Florida. Sec’y & Mgr. 
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HOME OFFICE _/? DAY TON, OHIO 
- re OY) 
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Automobile Insurance—Full Coverage—All in One Policy 
Plate Glass, Liability and Accident Insurance 
Capital Stock $250,000—Assets Over One Million 
Surplus to Policyholders Over Half Million 





LIBERTY 














XUM 














THE NATIONAL UNDERWRITER 











December 15, 19% 





“The Company known for real service” 


Starting in the Agency department and going on 
through inspection, underwriting, accounting, 
payroll audit, claim and all other departments. 


Let us tell you more about our ideals of service. 








CENTRAL WEST CASUALTY COMPANY 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 
Surplus to Policyholders, 
December 31, 1926, $1,375,069.61 













































A Substantial Conservative WE WANT 
Automobile Company LIVE WIRE 
INSURANCE MEN 


Highest commissions paid to those 
who can produce nd y organize a 


ILLINOIS MOTOR ee a eS 
CASUALTY COMPANY pieces 


IF YOU CAN PRODUCE, 
SPRINGFIELD WE NEED YOU 


INCOME GUARANTY 
COMPANY 


All Forms in One Policy 


J. L. PICKERING, President 


(Stock Company) 


Policyholders’ Surplus Over $375,000.00. Drawer 422 South Bend, Ind. 















































| OPPORTUNITIES 














WANTED — Experienced Casualty 
man to take complete charge of 
Casualty Dept. of a local Gen’'l 
Agency. Must have a_ thorough 
knowledge of all lines of Casualty 
Ins. and have executive ability. 
Address C-82, care The National 
Underwriter. 








WANTED — Casualty clerk 
with thorough kuaowledge of all 
lines of Casualty Ins. in local Gen’l 


A Progressive Agency. Address C-83, care The 
National Underwriter. 
Surety and Casualty Company 








WANT ADS 


One inch One issue 


The A & H Review ‘arhe.naess. 3. $5.00 





























COMPANIES AROUSED 
ON COMPULSORY PLaj 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 35) 
that the loss ratio there has been ny. 
mal or below normal. The fact of 4 
matter is that when the experience ; 
Massachusetts was called for the frp 
six months, on the face of the retur 
the loss ratio did seem favorable. }, 
was forgotten, however, that duriy 
January, February and March cop. 
paratively few machines are moving ; 
Massachusetts. The exposure is not » 
great. When one brings the figure 
down to date he finds that the loss rat; 
in Massachusetts is much higher the 
in other states. The rates for 1928 we, 
made on the experience of the first fiz 
months of the year. This means thy 
1928 rates will be far below what they 
should be. 


Confronted With Losing State 


Companies, therefore say that in Ma. 
sachusetts they are confronted with; 
losing state. In the compulsory law j 
Massachusetts there is no provision {fg 
property damage. A person will attemp 
to rig up some personal injury in th 
effort to secure damages from a cop. 
pany. Casualty companies are ¢op. 
fronted with a number of claims of thi 
nature. Furthermore, every little jp. 
jury, whether it amounts to anything 
or not, means a claim is made, although 
there is no.personal injury. He know 
he can get a settlement even if small 
There are a number of kinks arising jy 
connection with Massachusetts insu. 
ance that are decidedly interesting. 

May Tell Another Story 


As the months go by the companig 
say that in a year from now an entirely 
different story may be told regarding 
compulsory insurance in Massachusetts 
by Commissioner Wesley E. Monk. Mr 
Monk in his talks stated that the lay 
has worked out favorably. He asserts 
that the rattletrap automobiles have 
been driven from public highways. The 
intimation is therefore that the rattle 
trap caused most of the accidents. Cas 
ualty companies say that it is not the 
rattletrap cars that add to the accidem 
frequency. It is the careless, conscience- 
less drivers of any kind of car. Act 
dents are due to greater congestion on 
the highways, people driving who have 
taken intoxicants, daredevils, peopl 
who take chances, speeders, etc. 


Committee of Nine at Work 


The committee of nine that was orig- 
inally appointed met at a meeting in this 
city to deal with compulsory automobile 
insurance and is giving the matter 
greater thought. Undoubtedly statistics 
will have to be forthcoming showing the 
causes of accidents, how, when ani 
where caused. The insurance peopl 
undoubtedly will have to have some 
program to propose because the public 
mind is very much in favor of the estab- 
lishment of financial responsibility in 
some way or other. The whole subject 
is an engrossing one with increasing 
interest. It is gripping the public mind 
firmly. 

Subject is a Live One 


At the insurance gathering here last 
week and in private conference, com- 
pulsory automobile insurance occupie( 
the center of the stage. The insurance 
men themselves realize that they are 
confronted with a real problem whet 
the legislatures again meet. The pr 
pers are taking up the subject and seem- 
ingly are friendly to it. 

Differ in Opinion 


Casualty officials differ in their opi 
ion as to what course should be taket. 
There seems to be no definite, crystal 
ized opinion here among officials them 
selves as to what plan should be fol 
lowed. Some men in the business att 
opposed to plans suggested by others. 











Companies are confronted with a poe 
sible revolution in casualty insurance 
on account of compulsory automobile 


! insurance. 


XU! 


r 15, 19% 
== 


ED 
Y PLAy 


erience * 
r the fire 
he retury 
rable, }, 
at during 
rch cop. 
moving jy 
1s not « 
he figure: 
loss rati, 
her the, 
1928 Wer 
> first fy. 
leans the 
What the 





State 


it in Mas. 
d With ; 
ry law 7 
Vision for 
1 attemp; 
ry im th 
2 a Com. 
are cop. 
ns of this 
little jp. 
anything 
although 
le know: 
if smal 
rising jp 
ts insur. 
sting. 

y 


OM panies 
1 entirely 
regarding 
achusetts 
nk. Mr 
the lay 
€ asserts 
les have 
ys. Th 
ie rattle. 
ts. Cas. 
not the 
accident 
nscience- 
r Act 
‘stion on 
"ho have 
people 
Cc. 
rk 
ras orig: 
g in this 
tomobile 
matter 
statistics 
wing the 
len and 
people 
e some 
e public 
ie estab- 
ility in 
subject 
>reasing 
‘ic mind 


ere last 
e, coMm- 
ccupied 
surance 
ley are 
1 when 
‘he pa 
1 seem- 


ir opin- 
- taken. 
orystal- 
; them- 
be fol- 
ess are 
others. 
a pos- 
surance 


name ZX Z 





=a Ln Six States x 


i), 6 mos Pennsylvania Casualty 


Company has attractive terri- 
tory open for men who desire to 
sell accident and health insurance 
with an organization issuing 
policy contracts free from irritat- 
ing technicalities and restrictions 
and covering every kind of acci- 
dent or disease. 





V4 


If you are interested in represent- 
ing a live accident and health 
company in Pennsylvania, West 
Virginia, New Jersey, Maryland, 
Delaware, Ohio, or the District 
of Columbia, address J. W. 
Smiley, President and General 
Manager. 
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A STOCK COMPANY 


UNITED STATES 
UNDERWRITERS 
COMPANY 


Home Office: 
JACKSONVILLE 
ILLINOIS 


Full Coverage 
Automobile Insurance 


R. Y. ROWE, President 


J. V. KENNEDY 
Vice-President, General Manager 











PENNSYLVANIA 
CASUALTY COMPANY 


LANCASTER, PENNSYLVANIA 








DETROIT FIDELITY AND 
SURETY COMPANY 


Home Office, Detroit, Michigan 





HOMER H. McKEE, President 





OUR AGENCY DEPARTMENT WELCOMES THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ASSIST PROGRESSIVE 
AGENTS AND BROKERS IN THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE FOLLOWING LINES OF BUSINESS 

















FIDELITY BONDS: Covering officers and employees, 
such as Treasurers, Cashiers, Bookkeepers, Collectors, 
Salesmen, Clerks and others entrusted with funds. 


SURETY BONDS: Guaranteeing the faithful perform- 
ance of CONTRACTS and other undertakings. 


LICENSE BONDS: Required by Federal, State and 
Municipal authorities. 
FIDUCIARY BONDS: Covering Administrators, Execu- 


tors, Guardians, Conservators, Receivers, Trustees and 
other fiduciaries under court appointment, 


PUBLIC OFFICIAL BONDS: Covering Tax Collectors, 
City or Town Treasurers and other City, State and 
Federal Officers. 


DEPOSITORY BONDS: Guaranteeing Bank Deposits. 


COURT BONDS: Covering Appeal, Costs, Attachments, 
Discharge of Attachments, etc. 































REINSURANCE 
AND EXCESS COVERS 


Workmen’s Compensation 
and Public Liability 


Che Excess Insurance Company 
of America 


JAMES GIBBS, President 
Head Office 
12 Washington Place Newark, New Jersey 
Telephone Mulberry 5585 





















































B 
GAS EXPLOSION 


Agnes Douglas. 6, Is feared to be 
mi, and ¢ er four. 


rne 1 Olive, bh 
and Gavin In 


The Menace | 
of Flammable Liquids 


Hundreds of lives are lost and mil- 
lions of dollars worth of property 


destroyed every year by careless- 
ness or ignorance in handling gas- 
oline, kerosene and similar liquids. 


Petroleum and its products asa cause 
of fire is listed by the Actuarial Bu- 
reau of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters as “strictly preventable,” 


It is the duty of agents, brokers and others 
engaged in the insurance business to co- 
operate with the authorities in reducing 
the loss of life and property caused by the 
careless use of flammable liquids. 


FIREMAN’S FUND 
HOME FIRE & MARINE 


Fire Automobile Marine 


SAN FRANCISCO CHICAGO NEW YORK BOSTON ATLANTA 
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aused by Oil Stove HY 


ASOLINE 
{GNITES DRE 
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t Sst. asd Sov 
reet, Oaxiand, caught fire trom 
over-heated off stove * 














